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Following the use of the spoken Asperges during Eastertide, this biblical text will 
be sung on Sundays in Advent while we are sprinkled with holy water as a reminder 
of our Baptism, during the penitential rite. 

Thursday 24 December CHRISTMAS EVE 
Sung Compline at 22:00 
Midnight Mass at 23:30 

Sunday 27 December CHRISTMAS 1  
Said Mass at 08:00 
Sung Mass at 10:00 

Evening Prayer at 18:00 

Friday 25 December CHRISTMAS DAY 
Said Mass at 08:00 
Sung Mass at 10:00 

Evening Prayer at 18:00 

Monday 28 December HOLY INNOCENTS 
Daily mass at 09:30  

Monday to Thursday of 
 Christmas Week.  

Saturday 26 December ST STEPHEN 
Said Mass at 11:30 

 

Sundays Thursdays 

29 November ADVENT 1 3, 10 & 17 December 

Advent Carol Service at 18:00 - a service of 
readings and music to begin the holy 
season of Advent. 

Sung Compline on Thursdays at 22:00 
through Advent, until regular services 
resume in St Leonard's Chapel. 

6 December ADVENT 2 17 December - O Sapientia 

St Nicholas Fair, in the Main Hall after 
the 10:00 Sung Mass.  

Evening Prayer at 17:30: this day begins 
the final week leading to Christmas. Its 
title comes from hauntingly beautiful 
Advent antiphons, short prayers from 
the dark ages for use at Vespers, the 
first of which addresses God as 
‘O Sapientia/O Wisdom’. In English, 
the words are familiar from the Advent 
carol O come, O come Emanuel. 

13 December ADVENT 3 Gaudete Sunday   

CHRISTMAS 

20 December ADVENT 4   

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY - ADVENT TO CANDLEMAS 
ADVENT 
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Sermon delivered by Revd Lucy Winkett,  
Rector of St James’s, Piccadilly, 

on the occasion of the Institution of our new Rector on 
14 September 2015  

 
It’s a huge privilege to be with you today as you welcome Alasdair, 
Lil, Beth and Edward.  I worked with Alasdair for some years at St 
Paul’s Cathedral, London where we were both involved in the enormous 
variety of services that such a cathedral undertakes;  we had adjacent 
desks not only in the quire of the cathedral but in what was rather 
mischievously called the “Holy Office”, where we proof-read 
psalms, wrote our prayers, negotiated with wedding couples and 
organised everything from Royal Jubilees to Jubilee 2000.     And 
now at St James’s Piccadilly where I currently serve, we have the 
great honour of having Lil as our Director of Congregational Music. 
She will be with us down in London for a little bit longer – but your 
gain is very surely our loss and our congregation are trying to prepare 
themselves for not hearing her soprano voice lifting us beyond ourselves 
in our liturgy. 
 
And Beth and Edward are two precious and much –loved young people in 
our congregation. And with Edward, I share a passion for Doctor 
Who – and we will, for a suitably large fee, perform the theme tune 
together although it has to be said with more gusto than accuracy.  
He delights also in calling me “Rector Who” just in case I get ideas 
above my station. 
 
 

ANNO DOMINI 2016 

 
New Year’s Day - Friday 1 January - NAMING OF JESUS 

Said Mass at 18:00 followed by drinks and nibbles at the Rectory. 

Wednesday 6 January EPIPHANY 
Sung Mass at 18:00 followed by drinks. 

Monday 11 January BAPTISM OF CHRIST 

18-25 January WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 

Tuesday 2 February CANDLEMAS 
Sung Mass & Procession at 18:00 followed by drinks. 

-o-o-o-o-o-o-o- 

 

ANNO DOMINI 2016 
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And so they are beginning a new chapter for all of them, and for all 
of you. It’s a joyful and hopeful day.  They are people who will 
make connections, who will want to make friends here, and who 
will look for ways to make a difference to any community they are 
part of.  We will miss them – and we hope that you will enjoy them, 
as we hope that they will enjoy being here.  
 
Today is Holy Cross Day; as you will have read on the front of the 
order of service, the Exaltation of the Cross.   
 
Over the past few weeks, I’ve been involved in a remarkable series 
of conversations. I’ve been talking with a small group of refugees 
from Iraq who want to know more about Christianity.  They have 
heard of Jesus, but don’t know much about him, and would like to 
know more.   

And for me, it’s been both fun and moving – to try to think of ways 
to talk about faith with people who don’t speak or read much English 
– and in fact don’t read or speak well in either Arabic or Farsi. We 
have an interpreter, who has become interested not only in the pro-
cess of interpretation but in the stories we are telling.  
 
Over the past few weeks, we collected mustard seeds – and wondered 
why Jesus said the Kingdom of God was like one. We ate the mustard 
seeds together and tried not to choke on the spice. We got out salt 
and wondered why Jesus said we were the salt of the earth and 
should not lose our saltiness.  
 
We also re-enacted his teaching about turning the other cheek. We 
noticed that in Matthew’s gospel, Jesus says if someone hits you on 
your right cheek, you should offer the other cheek.  We noted that 
this would mean that you were hit with the back of the other person’s 
hand – as in the Middle East they would be using their right hand 
for such an act. If you offered your other cheek, this was not a weak 
thing to do, a sign of giving in – quite the opposite – it was a defiant 
moment –  forcing the occupying soldier to hit you with the palm of 
his hand – making him treat you as an equal, and not hit you with 
the back of his hand as if  you were a slave. 
 
Recently, we read the beatitudes from Luke’s gospel; blessed are 
the poor, blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness.   
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Far from being comforted by all those blesseds and nice sounding 
words, they were quite angry with Jesus. What does he mean – 
blessed are those who mourn – said one whose father had been ex-
ecuted by the government. It is not blessed to be so sad.   What 
does he mean – blessed are the poor or the meek? And how can we 
be peacemakers in the face of the atrocities that are happening in 
our country?   A lively discussion followed – what on earth can he 
mean?  The life Jesus is asking us to live is very hard; it’s tough to 
be committed to peace.  
 
But perhaps the most challenging, the most inexplicable part of the 
story of Jesus to those who are hearing it for the first time is the end.   
 
The cross, its fundamental spirituality, its meaning, its politics, its 
horror and beauty.  This instrument of torture, at the same time a 
symbol of life and hope, is at the centre of our faith; it is indispen-
sable; and so today is a profound day on which to celebrate the start 
of a new ministry in this Christian community. And one commentator 
puts it vividly as he explores the link between the celebration of the 
Eucharist, as we share in it tonight,  and the reality of the cross: 

 

To know Christ sacramentally only in terms of bread and 
wine is to know him only partially, in the dining room as 
host and guest. (It is a valid enough knowledge, but its 
ultimate weakness when isolated is that it is perhaps too 
civil…) it begins in the soil, in the barnyard, and in the 
slaughterhouse—amidst strangled cries, congealing 
blood, and spitting fat in the pan. Table manners depend 
upon something’s having been grabbed by the throat. A 
knowledge ignorant of these dark and murderous 
“gestures charged with soul” is sterile rather than elegant, 
science rather than wisdom, artifice rather than art. It is 
love without passion, the Church without a cross, a 
house with dining room but no kitchen, a feast of frozen 
dinners, a heartless life.  

Aidan Kavanagh, The Shape of Baptism; the Rite of 
Christian Initiation. (New York: Pueblo, 1978)  

 
Or as Rowan Williams has simply put it: “If you want to know who 
God is, if you want to know what God does, look at this cross.”  
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And the central paradox of the cross is that even while pinned, confined, 
as the Epistle today has it “poured out” into the imprisoning human 
death inflicted on him,  Jesus reveals a God who remains free. Even 
on the cross, Jesus is free. The truth is that people have died before 
and since in greater pain than this and in more horrible ways than 
this – but the point of Christ’s death is that it is this life, lived 
freely, a life bursting with the light and healing presence  of God, 
bringing peace and forgiveness to a violent world, it is this  life that 
is ended in this way. This is what God does in the world today. God 
weeps with those who weep, God is shamed with those who are 
shamed; God dies with those who are slaughtered, God is destroyed  
with those who are destroyed. 

And because of this cross, we know in our own lives that at the very 
moment when isolation and shame are at their profoundest, that is 
the very moment that God is closest with you in the mess. At the 
moment when you have no idea what to say, what to pray, even 
whether you want to have anything to do with such a God: God is 
not elsewhere. God is here. 

Yesterday,  in our little group, we spent quite a bit of time with a 
large wooden cross talking about it, discussing it, looking at it.  And 
it became more evident to me as we did so that we were not so 
much contemplating the cross, although we thought we were……..  

The cross contemplates us.  
 
The movement of God described by St Paul as kenosis – self emptying 
– can be similarly described as the brooding, utterly generative 
spirit of God capable in our imagination of spraying atoms and 
planets, roaring through dark matter – this awesome presence  
underpinning the universe – becoming confined, reduced, captured, 
nailed. And coming to it with fresh eyes, the confinement of this 
overwhelming, vivid God to these nails, to this stuck, pinned, futile 
place, makes no sense at all. 
 
It is unalterably strange to us. And it is scandalous to any right-
thinking person. 
 
It makes no sense if … I like my religion neat and affirming of all 
that I already think or do and am. It makes no sense if I want a God  
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in control of all the events in my and everyone else’s life.   It makes 
no sense if I want a God who is non-threatening and nice, (which I 
would never actually admit that I do, but is often absolutely the 
case). Or a God who is easy to believe in when I want to. 
 
If I want faith to be essentially a mechanism to shore up what I already 
think or feel about life, then this faith is not for me.  
 
This cross is not for me if I want a spirituality that I’ve chosen, with 
all the bits I like from a variety of traditions that becomes unchallengeable 
in my head because it is self-referential and self-absorbed. If that’s 
what I want, then this cross is not for me.  This cross makes no 
sense if what I’m really looking for is a spirituality that offers me 
fantasy-laced  avoidance.  
 
But it makes all kinds of sense if you are a human being living in 
the real world, if you are a human being who knows that bodies will 
fail today in hospitals before their relatives can get there to comfort 
them, who knows that record numbers of men and women, and children 
are displaced today, uprooted, stateless; in a world where hundreds 
of Muslims are given shelter by a priest in the Central African Republic 
under threat from machete wielding so-called Christian militia; in a 
world where that same priest refuses to leave even when he is 
threatened with being burned alive. 
 
This cross only makes any kind of sense if our spirituality is realistic, if 
we resist the formation of our best fantasies about ourselves and 
others; it makes sense in our recognition that our own cruelty is 
ours – sometimes we are merciless, to ourselves or to people we 
love or to the ones we might (despite our best efforts) secretly despise.  
 
This cross contemplates us with God’s evident and irreducible refusal 
to dominate or force; with the saving presence of God choosing to 
be destroyed by the forces of death, risking the completeness of 
that destruction. This emptying of God’s self into the world is an 
act of finishedness.  An intervention in time of eternity.   
 
Whatever our rather chaotic responses to the cross and its meaning, 
Christ’s cross simply remains silently contemplating us, inviting us to 
stop talking, admit our need, accept our confusion and let go of our 
desire to explain precisely and exactly what it means.   
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It is madness  
Says reason 

 

It is what it is 
Says love 

 

It is unhappiness 
Says caution 

 

It is nothing but pain 
Says fear 

It is what it is 
Says love 

It has no future 
Says insight 

It is ridiculous  
Says pride 

 It is foolish  
Says caution 

 It is impossible 
Says experience 

 It is what it is 
Says love 

We’re not asked to decide or define, although the need in us to do 
so will never go away – and so we will always, properly, try. But in 
the end, we are asked simply, as Mary, Mary Magdalene and John, 
to stay, and be seen, and be forgiven, and turned to one another in 
the creation of new relationships.   
 

And so on Holy Cross Day, on this day of new beginnings for this 
place and these people, we dare to ask to be contemplated by it, 

daring to stay and listen together.  
 

I end with a poem written by the German poet Eric Fried: 
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Church Garden 
 
Joan and Fiona wish to thank everyone who has kindly given plants 
or donations towards the Church garden. We have some perennials 
still in flower, others going to rest for the Winter and we now have 
a fine and expanding collection of roses thanks to many donations. 
 
We will probably do less digging during the Winter but we hope 
everyone can still enjoy looking at or sitting in the garden. It is 
'work in progress' but it can only get better as time goes on.  

 Joan Day (01334 476991) or 
Fiona Seenan (01334 479941)  

 

 
Robin White—for so long the stalwart 
organiser of the Wednesday Club—writes: 
 
Following my long spell in hospital and 
on‐going recovery, I would like to thank 
everyone for their prayers, cards, gi s 
and enquiries. Now that I am allowed 
out, I hope to be back amongst you by 

the me you  read this. 

To all users of the North Hall 
A plea from the Administrative Assistant  

 
Please do not attempt to adjust the heating controls  

in the North Hall.   
 

It is not the first time that heating has been unavailable for the 
Wednesday Club, as a result of someone attempting to adjust the 

heating and changing the day/timer by mistake! 



All Saints’ Newsletter Christmas-tide 2015-16                          10 

 

AGM All Saints’: 22 November2015: a snapshot! 
 

All Saints’ has flourished in an extraordinary year of transition. The last 
AGM chaired by Robert Campbell (People’s Warden)  found us minus our 
Rector, with his report  read by Trevor Sidebottom (Rector’s Warden). The 
AGM marked the point at which we all recognised that although much had 
been done to secure the continued smooth running of All Saints’, much 
remained to be done.  
 
The first priority was to sustain the pattern and style of worship so notably 
characteristic of All Saints’, and this was achieved to a large extent by a 
team of clergy to whom we owe much gratitude: David Day (who inaugurated a 
much appreciated regular meeting of the group); Malcolm Aldcroft whom we 
were so pleased to have returned; Ian Michael; David Brown; Gareth Saunders 
and Esau McCaulley. On behalf of the congregation, the Vestry have 
thanked each of them in ways each have enjoyed!   
 
We are also most grateful to those who turn up as the ‘welcome’ team for 
the 10.00 a.m. Sunday Eucharist. So, despite some ill-health and inevitable 
fatigue, and given assistance from lay members with Sunday Evening Pray-
er, with Jim Easton organising lesson readers and leaders of intercessions, we  
had much to be thankful for.  
 
David Brown and our webmaster expert Gareth Saunders ( providing illustrations 
and formatting for this production) have enhanced understanding of 
the 1970 Eucharistic Liturgy by the provision of the text with explanation, 
to be used for the time being until there is opportunity for reflection on 
how the congregation finds it most helpful. 
 
Many have been grateful for pastoral visits from David Day and Malcolm 
Aldcroft in particular, followed up by our new team of ‘Pastoral Visitors’ 
initially co-ordinated by Jennifer Wylie and Ian Michael.  
 
Another new venture was promoted by Esau McCaulley- Children’s 
Church. We have for some time introduced very young children to the 
golden light of the Blessed Sacrament chapel by providing them with a 
play space there, but now there is also the option for some children to 
enjoy thoughtful activities in the Green Room for part  of the Eucharistic 
liturgy. As always, we need more volunteers to help with this ministry. 
We are also beginning to think of ways in which to develop the involvement 
of children again in the conduct of the liturgy, hence the appearance of 
Master Luke McCaulley as ‘Boat Boy’ assistant to the Thurifer.   On the 
subject of the Green Room, apart from its collection of toys, books etc. for 
children, the other books have been catalogued by  Avril Landay.  
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They are in two sections -  help with intercessions, and devotional reading/
spirituality. The books are available for borrowing-  so please do make 
use of them! 
 
Much else has gone on behind the scenes –not simply the regular work of 
the sacristy team (Pat Keracher, Moira Lynas, Effie Keracher, Martha 
Matheson, and Lorna Walker), but in addition an inventory  has been 
made of what is held in the Sacristy, listed and photographed by Marlene 
Lloyd Evans and Fiona Seenan.  The Rector will be making final decisions 
about what remains useable or needs repair, and will give careful thought 
to how we organise the whole Sacristy. Progress has been made on the 
Dossal with Jill Cameron making a backdrop  so that the cross  is more 
visible. 
 
We are hoping for continued expansion of our Serving Team. Davy Morrison 
has returned,  and Edwin Wilton-Morgan has joined Andy Seenan, Nao-
mi Tyrie and Euan Grant.  
 
We are most grateful to Barbara Graham,  Janette Smith and Jane Winn 
for flower arrangements, assisted by others  for feast days and the generous 
donations of flowers, often in commemoration, by members of the congregation. 
 
Each year our excellent Director of Music, Andrew Macintosh, has begun  
to refresh choir membership. This year, for the first time, All Saints’ 
Choir endeavoured to recruit singers at the University Freshers’ Fair, and 
we are going to look at what we can do to support  the provision of music 
at All Saints’, with the Rector in his role as SEC University Chaplain likely 
to play a significant role in this regard. We need to support and remember  
in our prayers the ministry of the Rector in the University - not just at 
Evensong in St Salvator’s and Compline in St Leonard’s Chapels  but in 
many other ways as a significant public presence in the University as he 
finds his feet there. 
 
On Sunday mornings we enjoy the excellent coffee and other refreshments served at 
the Agape by a team organised by Janet and Tony Gray; we are most 
grateful for the gift of a brand new coffee machine by Campbell Watterson.  
 
We enjoy the company of visitors during the summer months particularly, 
but also for our ‘informal seminars’. These have been given by Thomas 
Brauer our (Diocesan Missioner) on photography, by Cath Carter, the 
Parish Nurse,  and by  Ed Henderson from Louisiana University, on the 
book he wrote in tandem with his beloved granddaughter as she battled cancer 
and yet was graced by a sense of divine presence in many ways through-
out her suffering.  
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We have enjoyed the exhibition of photographs of the past life of All 
Saints’ organised by Gerry Priest.  
 
Then over the course of the last year we have done well in contributing to 
the Storehouse collections – some 80+ bags of provisions of various sorts  
distributed from our contributions; and a splendid sum of £617.64 has 
been raised for ‘Medicine without Borders’ – the charity chosen at last 
year’s AGM by the congregation, and sustained by John Sharp’s efforts. 
 
We also contribute annually to Christian Aid by helping  with house to 
house collections, organised by Andy Seenan, and with helping at the 
count which  takes place at the end of Christian Aid week at Hope Parish 
Church.     
 
Liturgy, worship and related matters apart, the major preoccupations of 
the Vestry and congregation have been two-fold. One was to negotiate 
with the Bishop of the Diocese the ‘job-specification’/church profile  
which could be advertised to attract a new Rector. Information about the 
process was regularly communicated to the Congregation. Thanks to the 
ministry of the previous Rector, Jonathan Mason, All Saints’ had kept its 
distinctive profile, so we received a good crop of enquiries and applicants. 
We are particularly grateful for Robert Campbell’s contribution in steering 
negotiations with applicants. We are much blessed to have been able to 
make an appointment, but it has been very taxing for our new Rector and 
his family not to have been able to move into the Rectory at the time of 
the splendid Institution in a packed church, with generous hospitality 
provided at the end of a long evening by Fiona Seenan, Marlene Lloyd Evans, 
Jennifer Wylie and a team of assistants.  
 
The other on-going preoccupation for all of us has been the refurbishment of 
the Rectory, co-ordinated by Lawrence Reynolds, most generous in time 
and effort to sort things out.  This could not have  proceeded as far as it 
has were it not for various grants and generous donations (one especially 
notable from the St Andrews Pilgrim Trust Foundation), some of these 
given by people who now live at a distance but have long-standing attach-
ments to All Saints’.  
 
People of course contribute in many different ways – to the fund-raising 
day in May (organised by Jill Cameron) to the Sunday lunch (organised 
by Fiona Seenan) the  producers and purchasers at the monthly  Produce 
Stall (Janet Reid, Tig Lang, and Jill Cameron) , through to the St Nicho-
las’ Day Fair (Berenice Smith and Pat Hutchinson – also the organisers of 
other sociable occasions). Many people generously donate ‘in kind’.  
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Apart from the regular supervision of the management of our finances  
by Ian Palfrey and Hamish Johnston, another crucial source of income 
for the refurbishment has been the reclaiming of Gift Aid on donations. 
With meticulous record keeping essential here, an on-line claim has been 
made for  us by Donald Duval. We are most grateful to these three gentlemen.  
 
Over the past year one thing above all has become quite clear and not just 
in respect of the Rectory: together, we are going to have to prioritise how 
we manage the repairs/maintenance/upgrading of the complex of buildings 
for which we are responsible, and find the resources to achieve this. 
 
Trevor Sidebottom as Property Convenor has dealt magnificently  with a 
great many issues in the last twelve months, and as with other responsibilities 
we are extremely fortunate to have someone in the congregation with the 
right expertise to do so. Much of what he has achieved has been behind 
the scenes – but some of it we can all appreciate – new lighting in the 
Church, the clean-up of the hall here in time for the Rector’s Institution 
to give just two examples.  
 
However, we need more help from members of the congregation and their 
contacts – Vestry is just on the cusp of being able to cope, but we need 
more ‘people resources’ to enable us to do so. A very good example of 
what can be achieved has been the courtyard garden, once the paving etc. 
had been re-laid. Gifts of flowers and plants have made it possible for 
Joan Day and Fiona Seenan to make this a beautiful space in which to 
welcome our visitors and the users of our halls, who are very appreciative. 
 
The first line of welcome to the buildings as such is of course provided by 
Andy Young , who helps in so many ways for different events, along with 
our dedicated cleaner, Dawn Reed, who keeps the public parts of the 
buildings in good order. 
 
As far as ‘communications’ are concerned, thanks to Eileen Reynolds, we 
now have a well-produced Newsletter, and also a ‘contacts’ list which we 
hope will be of particular help to us in the future as Eileen has organised 
one version of it in terms of where our contacts actually live – a significant 
number of them not actually in St Andrews. The Newsletter now includes 
information about what Vestry has been discussing and managing; we are 
also planning to produce occasional bulletins for our Sunday congregations 
as we did to keep people informed about the progress of the recruitment 
of our Rector. The Rector is not only contributing to the website Gareth 
Saunders organises for us, but is also launching  ‘Facebook’ for All Saints’ 
– different age-groups of course need different ways of keeping  in touch!  
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We have also devised a ‘who-does-what’ ‘Directory’ which we will  up-date 
and re-publish from time to time, not least in the light of decisions made 
at this AGM. We need interesting and ‘out-facing’ material for our Newsletter, as 
we  trying to extend our range of ‘friends’ – material please to Ann Load-
es (ed.) and Eileen Reynolds.     
 
Now: we have been  deliberately leaving her to the last! We could not 
have steered ourselves through this last year without Liz Sidebottom’s 
willingness to act as Vestry Secretary, drawing on her long managerial 
experience in different kinds of institutions. It has been an exceptionally 
taxing year for her, including liaison with the Diocesan office as well as the organisation 
of the whole process of recruitment and organisation of the Institution 
evening, not to mention rigorous efforts to sort out method and order in 
our routine financial arrangements.  
 
We have of course been fortunate in that two successive Administrative 
Assistants  - Rachel Brewer and Kate Sherrard have much improved 
some of our procedures, and our next appointment (Euan Grant) - whom 
we are very pleased to be able to congratulate-  will be just as important  
in supporting both Liz Sidebottom and the Rector. Even with an Administrative 
Assistant – and we have been some weeks without one - at times the 
strain on Liz Sidebottom has been excessive. In some weeks she has felt 
as though she was employed full-time for All Saints’, and if she were not 
so expert and professional in everything she does, All Saints’ administra-
tion would not be in its current much improved state.    
 
I return us to the Rector for his observations!                             Ann Loades 
 
Returning to St Andrews is a cause of great pleasure for me – and to a 
church community which, albeit mostly unknowingly, nurtured my vocation 
to ordained ministry, the return is unavoidably tinged with the tones of a 
home-coming. I would therefore like to say a formal word of thanks to 
you, the congregation, for the welcome extended to me and my family; 
the move is more difficult for them since they have not spent the last 
quarter century being grateful for the opportunity of living here for four 
short years, so I am relieved that they have been willing to follow me 
here. 
 
Of course, much has changed in the intervening years and I gratefully 
doff my biretta to those who have faithfully led this Charge, both clergy 
and laity, many of whom are here today although some are on a more distant 
shore, by which I do not mean across the Forth. But the immediate past, 
as Ann has suggested, is a context which will sustain a little more comment. 
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It is unusual for a community to be as you found yourselves at the beginning 
of the vacancy, after the long incumbency of Fr Jonathan, with Mrs Mason as 
Administrator. The departure of the two people who knew the liturgical 
and administrative rhythms here so well would inevitably create a sense 
of loss and uncertainty. 
 
But this has also been a time for the more adventurous leaders of the congregation to 
deploy a broom or two – and broom is definitely the correct appliance 
since Aristotle teaches that nature abhors a vacuum. I know that it has 
been both a challenging and illuminating year. So I want to add my 
thanks to those already expressed to the members of Vestry and the assistant 
clergy for all that has been sustained and achieved - often unrecognized, 
anonymous but necessary work, done with generosity and love - in order 
to keep All Saints’ operational as a Christian community. 
 
Two key office-holders – the church wardens - resign today, Robert 
Campbell and Trevor Sidebottom, and I should like to express particular 
thanks on behalf of all for their work in leading Vestry during a vacancy - 
rarely a task which attracts envy. 
 
However, there does remain work to be done on your own ‘wish list’ otherwise 
known as the Mission Action Plan. This might be a distasteful phrase to 
some but I have in the past found them to be an important tool for kindling 
creativity and energy. ‘Mission’ is a strange word, which can mean everything 
and nothing, but reminds us that we are not only called but sent; called to 
live a holy life but also sent to bear Christ to others, both individually and 
corporately. If we are not to reflect, pray and plan together, efficiently 
and effectively, for reaching out to those who do not have the resources of 
faith which have been handed to us, there is a real risk that even the most 
heavenly-minded of us will be no earthly use. 
 
So I’m glad that you have a MAP already - and considerable progress has 
been made, for which we should all be thankful. But the year completed 
has been one in which fundraising for the repair and renovation of the 
fabric of the church and Rectory has loomed large. With the lengthy appointment 
procedure and other needs of the first vacancy for about twenty years, it 
would, I’m sure, be impossible for anything to be completed or even 
maintained effectively without a considerable shift of emphasis for Vestry 
and the whole congregation. 
 
Therefore the coming year may well be one in which to regain poise – 
both spiritually and administratively – so that as a community we can 
discern priorities earlier, communicate needs more clearly and form  
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strategies more effectively. That trinity of aims - to discern, communicate 
and strategize - reminds me of a much loved prayer of St Richard of 
Chichester with its petitions to see God  more clearly, to love him more 
dearly, and follow him more nearly. And excellent aspirations they still 
are: clear perception, deeper love and closer discipleship. 
 
May God of his goodness grant these gifts to this worshipping, praying 
and serving community in the coming year as we seek together to continue 
our journey, encountering the beauty of God of which St Augustine writes 
as so ancient and so new in a community that is both learning and loving. 
 

Fr Alasdair 
November 2015 

     

Vestry of All Saints’ Church  
following  AGM on 22nd November, 2015 

 
The Reverend Dr Alasdair Coles  Chairman 
Mr James Easton    People’s Warden 
Mrs Jennifer Wylie    Rector’s Warden 
Prof Ann Loades    Lay Representative 
Mr Trevor Sidebottom   Ordinary Elected Member  
       and Treasurer 
Mrs Berenice Smith    Ordinary Elected Member 
Mrs Pat Hutchinson    Ordinary Elected Member 
Mrs Marlene Lloyd Evans   Ordinary Elected Member 
Mrs Fiona Seenan    Ordinary Elected Member 
Mr Donald Duval    Ordinary Elected Member 
Mrs Liz Sidebottom    Vestry Secretary 
 
The minutes of the AGM and supporting notes will be available 
shortly and will be pinned on the notice board in the Vestibule. 
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Notes from the Vestry 
 
It has been an exciting year for All Saints’ with the Vestry working hard to 
keep the Church and congregation well supported.  And now we have our 
new Rector and the rhythm of church life is expanding once more.  The Service 
of Institution which took place on 14th September was a memorable and 
heart-warming occasion which saw All Saints’ full to capacity to welcome 
Fr Alasdair and his family.  The days which followed were busy ones 
for all, particularly Fr Alasdair as he became familiar once more with 
the Church and its congregation.  Rectory refurbishment continued dur-
ing these past few months and it is planned that now much of the work 
has been completed the Rector and his family can move into the renovated 
property, which will make life a little easier for them being on the spot, so 
to speak! 
 
Additional work that has been necessary included the removal of asbestos 
sheeting in a number of the rooms.  The kitchen has also been partially 
remodelled to improve work-flow although further work is planned, 
when funds allow, to complete the refurbishment.  The new heating sys-
tem has been tested and given the thumbs up which will be a tremendous 
benefit.  Our thanks must go to Mr James Aird and his workforce and con-
tractors for the high standard of work to the building and to Lawrence Reyn-
olds the project manager. 
 
Other works have included the completion of updated lighting in the 
Church Nave and the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.  The leak in the Church 
ceiling near the Blessed Sacrament Chapel defies all efforts to detect where 
the water is coming from and we will have to get professional roofers in to 
try to solve the problem.  It was mentioned earlier in the year that new external 
locks were planned for all the Church property.  This work is planned to 
take place at the beginning of December.  A new “motherboard” was installed in 
the Church boiler system following a number of very chilly Sundays.  Our 
thanks to Paul Johnston, Plumbing Engineers, for coming at all times of 
night and day to identify the problem and put it right. 
 
Vestry meetings have taken place on 3rd September, 5th and 26th October 
and there was a short Vestry meeting after the AGM on 22nd November.  
The AGM provided an opportunity to review the  current split of responsibility for 
various aspects of Vestry work; the work of Property Convenor will now 
be covered by the two new Wardens, Jennifer Wylie and Jim Easton, as well 
as the new Treasurer, Trevor Sidebottom who was appointed by Vestry at the 
meeting after the AGM. Trevor takes over from Ann Loades who has 
steered the financial ship well over this past year as well as galvanising  
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our Newsletter into production with the IT expertise of Eileen Reynolds.  
Thank you Eileen.  Our thanks also go to Ian Palfrey, our Independent Examiner 
and member of the congregation, who has guided and mentored the Vestry 
on all things financial, keeping us on the straight and narrow.  We are 
extremely grateful to Ian for his patience and goodwill and wish him a 
very happy retirement.  Hamish Johnston, our Gift Aid Secretary and 
Bookkeeper, continues his work on the accounts and we are indeed grateful 
for all his hard work on this front.   The process of claiming from government 
the relief on donations/collections which have been gift-aided has been 
undertaken by another member of Vestry, Donald Duval.  Again this is a laborious 
task and we are indebted to Donald for volunteering to do it on our behalf.  
Another claim will be submitted in the near future.  A full list of Vestry 
members is given in the AGM report but I would like to thank Robert 
Campbell as he stands down from his many years service as People’s 
Warden and Trustee of the All Saints’ Trust. During this past year we 
have been fortunate in having members of Vestry who have provided help 
and assistance for many different aspects of church life.  Our thanks to 
them all. 
 
At the end of the Interregnum, Vestry thought it only fitting that on behalf of 
the whole congregation, a small financial “gift” be given to each of the 
Honorary Clergy who have cared for us all during these past few months.  
None of the Clergy expected to receive anything and all have been most 
grateful for the gift they have received. 
 
On a sad note, we have said good bye to our Admin Assistant, Kate Sherrard, 
who leaves for the States in early December with her family when they 
relocate.  Kate has been most helpful in this trying period in spite of having 
no office to work from.  We wish her and her family all good fortune for 
the future.  On a glad note, we welcome Euan Grant, who is taking over as 
our new Admin Assistant.  Euan comes with wide experience in this support 
role and we wish him well when he wrestles with the heating systems! 
 
As everyone who attended the AGM on 22nd November, will know, All 
Saints’ is a community of souls, which plays its part in keeping our 
Church thriving.  Ann Loades gave an extraordinary snap-shot of life at 
All Saints’ and thanks to as many as could be mentioned, in the limited 
time available, who participate in the life of the church.  At the end of our 
year, however, it is only fitting to say a big thank you to everyone for the 
support given to the Vestry and for what you do, quietly and unseen.  You 
know who you are.  Thank you.                

 Liz Sidebottom, Vestry Secretary 
23 November 2015 
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Many of you will remember one of our members, David Smith. 
 
He writes:- 
 
I've been going to Scotland’s Rural College (the SRUC) at the King’s 
Buildings in Edinburgh, whose degrees are awarded by the University 
of Glasgow. I'm staying in Dunfermline, I've got an apartment 
there which I let out to contractors and holidaymakers over the 
summer. 
 
I've been doing the Garden and Greenspace Design BSc (Hons) 
course.  I've been designing a few gardens using the traditional 
drawing board: I designed a Roman garden with various statues 
positioned so that they look as if they are interacting (the colour 
and form of the planting reflects the moods of the Gods/
Goddesses) and one based on a textile design by the constructivist 
Varvara Stepanova.  
 
We do practical and theoretical work, and have our own little allotments 
that we can play around with. My class are lovely people and we all 
get along extremely well, they come from many places: Edinburgh, 
Poland, Hungary, Bulgaria... It's a real privilege being able to meet 
and study with people from different countries, and many new 
friendships have been forged between individuals. We also went on 
several  field trips including Cambo.  
 
The course modules cover plant recognition, garden design principles, 
soil science, horticultural mechanization and many other topics. 
They are very interesting and I'd recommend the course to old and 
young.  

http://www.sruc.ac.uk/courses/92/
garden_and_greenspace_design_bsc_bsc_hons  
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City in the Clouds: Machu Picchu’s Sacred Spaces  
Sabine Hyland, Reader in Social Anthropology,  

University of St. Andrews 
 

For the past three months, I had the wonderful opportunity to trav-
el through the Peruvian Andes searching in remote villages for 
remnants of the Inka's lost writing system.  Sponsored by National 
Geographic, I had the good fortune to find three communities 
whose inhabitants had used this ancient writing system until the 
early 20th century.  Yet, one of the highlights of my journey to Peru 
was having the chance to see Machu Picchu again.  When I first visited 
Machu Picchu years ago, white swirling mist wreathed the ancient 
stones, providing only shifting glimpses of the plazas, temples, sacred 
shrines and over 200 buildings that make up the city.  Although we 
often think of Machu Picchu as an icon of high Andean civilization, 
it is, in fact, located in the mountainous rain forest known in Spanish 

as the “ceja de selva”, 
or “eyebrow of the 
jungle”.  Part of the 
beauty of this exquis-
ite site derives from 
the tropical vegeta-
tion found there – 
delicate gold and 
pink sprays of orchids, 
the creamy lily-like 
angel trumpet flowers, 
and the green epi-
phytes that smother 
tree limbs in a mossy 
carpet.  Built as a pa-
latial retreat for one 
of the royal families in 

Cusco, the buildings and stones of Machu Picchu echo the natural 
beauty of the mountains around it.   
 
Each time I go to Machu Picchu I discover new vistas and special 
places among temples and residential compounds.  In this most 
recent visit, the morning clouds soon gave way to afternoon sunshine, 
and we all had marvellous views of the lush mountain peaks that  
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surround the site.  “Huayna Picchu” – or “Young Peak”  - is the rel-
atively sharp, jagged peak that forms the famous backdrop to pho-
tos of the city; an arduous climb to the top will reward the intrepid 
traveller with spectacular views of the ruins.  The Incas revered 
mountain peaks as divinely powerful beings known as “apus”. As 
you walk through the city, you can find rock outcroppings whose 
shape mirrors that of the 
Huayna Picchu peak.  The ancient 
Andeans would have left offer-
ings of alcohol, food, gold and 
silver to the apus at these sacred 
rocks.  
 
My favourite peak is Putucusi, 
a softly rounded granite mountain 
that watches benevolently over 
Machu Picchu from across 
the Urubamba River. Most of 
the mountain spirits, such as 
Huayna Picchu, are considered 
male deities; Putucusi, however, 
is said to be a female whose 
name means “Happy Mountain”.  
If you wander through Machu Picchu’s residential sector, far from 
the temple area above, you can find a small plaza containing a large, uncut 
rock whose form echoes that of Putucusi looming over it.  This is 
yet another sacred space in this ancient ruin, a shrine to the power of 
Putucusi, bringing the spirit of the surrounding landscape into the 
city.  For me, one of the great wonders of Machu Picchu is how its 
architects played with the shapes and forms of the tropical mountains 
ringing the site, creating vistas and outcrops that highlight and/or 
mimic the sacred peaks.   
 
 



All Saints’ Newsletter Christmas-tide 2015-16                          22 

 

All Saints’ Scottish Episcopal Church, St Andrews 
Scottish Charity No SC013161 

RECTORY REFURBISHMENT APPEAL                            
                        

Title………….. Full name…………………………………………………………………... 
 
Address…………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
................................................................................................ 
  
……………………………………………….Post Code............................ 
  
I am registered for Gift Aid for all donations to All Saints’ 
Church.                                Please circle:                            YES/NO                                       

 
If you are not registered already, please consider signing the following Gift Aid 
Declaration.                                    With warmest thanks!                                  
   
          Appeal Secretary 
  
   Please tick √ to Gift Aid your donations:-    
 
I confirm that All Saints’ Scottish Episcopal Church, St Andrews, may 
claim Gift Aid on any donations I have made in the last 4 years, today 
and in the future until I cancel this declaration. I pay enough UK Income 
Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax each year to cover the amount that all 
charities which I donate to can reclaim in the tax year. I understand that 
Council Tax and VAT do not count, and that All Saints’ will reclaim 25p 
on every £1 donated. 
  
(Please notify All Saints’ if you want to cancel this declaration/change 
your name/address/no longer pay sufficient income or capital gains tax.) 
  
Signature…………………………………….………….Date…………………. 
 
Please make cheques/postal orders payable to All Saints’ Scottish 
Episcopal Church.                             Please do NOT send cash.   
 

Please write in the amount of your donation: £…………………..                        
  
Place the completed form in the envelope provided, and either a. Put the 
envelope in the Sunday Collection basket  or b. Return to Gift Aid 
Secretary, All Saints’ Scottish Episcopal Church Rectory, 39 North 
Street, St Andrews KY16 9AQ 
  
 



All Saints’ Newsletter Christmas-tide 2015-16                          23 

 

 

CONTACTS 
All Saints’ Scottish Episcopal Church, St Andrews. 

 
In my capacity as Newsletter Editor I have been working away at developing 
our network of contacts with the invaluable aid of Eileen Reynolds who 
masterminds the production of the Newsletter. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: the Contacts list is strictly for  
All Saints’ communications only. 

 
We should be very grateful if you would please respond to the questions below if 
it is appropriate for you to do so, then tear out this page and return it to  
 

Ann Loades, Newsletter Editor, All Saints’ Scottish Episcopal Church,  
39 North Street, St Andrews, KY16  9AQ 

 
Please circle/complete as appropriate:- 
1. Are you content to remain one of our listed Contacts?        YES/NO 
        
If YES, you have an addressed label either on the front of your  Newsletter or 
on the envelope in which it was delivered to you. Please emend the address if 
necessary:  
 
...................................................................................................................... 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
2. Would you still like to receive our Newsletter- our normal way of 
 keeping in touch with people?                        YES/NO 

If YES, would you like to have it delivered to you by e-mail (to help 
reduce postage costs)                                                              YES/NO 

If YES, please provide your email address:  
 
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. Do you know of anyone who may once have been in touch with All 
Saints’ and who might be interested in being in contact once again? 
 
If so, please ask them if they would be happy for you to provide us with 
their contact details, then add them below.  
 
.............................................................................................................. 
 
.............................................................................................................. 
 
..............................            With many thanks,    Ann Loades, Newsletter Editor 
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Doing your Christmas shopping online? 
 

  Would you like to raise money for the Church at no cost to 
yourself?  

 
Instead of going direct to e.g. Amazon, John Lewis, Marks and 
Spencer or wherever,  
 
 go first of all to the Easy Fundraising site - easyfundraising.org.uk 
  select All Saints’ Scottish Episcopal Church as your favourite charity 
 go to your selected retailer’s site as usual – there is a huge list 

from which to make your choice 
  proceed with your purchase as normal.  
 
The retailer then donates a percentage of the purchase price of 
what you have bought to the nominated organisation – i.e. All 
Saints’ Scottish Episcopal Church – and advises you accordingly, 
usually a few days later. These donations are then transferred by 
the Easy Fundraising organisation to the Church’s account.   
 

It’s easy and painless, and will be of great help with our current 
fund-raising efforts.  At the beginning of November, All Saints’ has 

benefitted by over £300 via this scheme. Thank you! 
EER 

 
 

Rectory Refurbishment Appeal 
 

We are extremely grateful to all who have already contributed to 
the Rectory Refurbishment Appeal in any way, and to those 

who have provided curtains/furnishings  
for the Rectory and Rectory Lodge. 
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ALL SAINTS’, ST ANDREWS:  PENTECOST 11  
         

               BAPTISM of Frankie Lona McPherson  9-8-2015      
 

1 Kings 19: 4-8; Ephesians 4:25; 5:2; John 6:35 & 41-51 
               

First, a word to Frankie’s parents & family - “A Word of Welcome, 
but….I’m not really sure what you’ve come for! I know you want to 
have your daughter baptised but parents quite often are not really 
sure what they mean by Baptism. And, anyway, the church also is 
not really sure what it means!  
 
So, if you think you’ve come to take out some sort of Divine Insurance 
Policy [brandishes Baptism Certificate]   then, perhaps you’ve come 
to the wrong place for the wrong thing. Or, if you think you’ve come 
for a sort of Divine Bath to have Frankie washed clean from the 
stain of Original Sin, then I think also you’ve come to the wrong 
place for the wrong thing! 
 
Oh yes, the Church used to believe in both those ideas! It used to 
frighten parents into Baptism by telling them that their child might 
be damned to an eternity without God if they weren‘t christened! 
That was insulting to the parents - & also insulting to God! The 
Church used to proclaim Baptism as the washing away of Adam’s 
sin in the new-born child, & not so many years ago either! 
 
Ideas in the Church are changing & that’s one reason why we are 
using these flimsy bits of paper this morning as our Service sheets 
rather than a heavy black Prayer Book. This is our Church’s new 
Baptism Liturgy. It came out a few years ago & we’ve to use it for a 
few years & then it may be revised further in the light of how we 
have found it. So what are the differences from the previous service? 
Well, for a start, there is more for the congregation to join in with. 
 
Rather than have the parents & godparents make their statement of 
belief on their own, now the whole congregation joins in saying the 
Apostles’ Creed, a very ancient Creed of the Church – a statement 
drawn up in the fourth century which reveals the struggles which 
people had then & still do have, to say what we mean by being a 
Christian.  WE say this Creed, not because our minds are locked 
into the fourth century, as some people think, but because we cherish  
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the attempts by Christians of all ages to try to make sense of what 
we mean - & we want to link ourselves to those attempts because 
we haven’t got all the answers, any more than they had! 
 
So, do please join in the bits in dark type, where it says ‘All’ – 
they’re the bits for everyone to join in! 
 
And then, this new version means that I don’t have to ask Frankie 
to fight manfully against sin, the world & the devil & to be Christ’s 
faithful soldier to the end of her life; I’m sure she’ll fight enough 
anyway!  Instead, in this new version, we all of us make the promises 
together; promises to continue in the Apostles’ teaching & fellowship, 
in prayer & Breaking of Bread together; promises to proclaim the 
good news in word & deed; promises to serve Christ in all people & 
to work for justice & peace & to honour God in all Creation – a 
pretty good set of promises, I think you’ll agree - & not a word 
about Original Sin; Alleluia!! 
  
So, this day, the 11th Sunday of Pentecost, marks the start of Frank-
ie’s Christian life. It links us to Pentecost, Whit Sunday, the day we 
celebrate the gift of God’s Holy Spirit poured out on the Church & 
made available for all people. A new start, a good start for a new 
life. Frankie is starting her Christian life this morning by being 
baptised. Baptism is very important; it’s not just a nice thing to do 
for an hour before the Christening Party, although you’re quite 
right to have a family gathering later & to enjoy it! 
 
Whatever Baptism was seen as years ago, however you used to understand it, 
perhaps as the occasion on which the baby screamed & that was the 
priest driving out the devil……!!  What Baptism is seen as nowadays 
is as a sacrament, as a way of the child receiving God’s grace & as 
full admission to the world-wide Church of God. To be Baptised is 
to become a full member of the Church, to become a Christian! 
 
To become a Christian is really quite easy & it has been so from the 
beginning. You just have to say that you believe in God & that you 
recognise Jesus as Lord. The hard bit, of course, is carrying on 
from there. OK, Frankie can’t yet make the Profession of Faith that 
her Parents & God-parents can, so they will make the Profession 
for her. 
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So, these promises that you are about to make are very serious. 
Frankie will become a Christian on the strength of your faith –  
 

I know, it’s frightening isn’t it???  
 
But don’t worry, the Congregation is with you in all this, they will 
support you & join in the responses with you. Later on, we hope & 
pray, Frankie will take over your faith for herself when she comes 
to Confirmation. 
 
So, to the front of the white Baptism sheets……..…. 

Malcolm Aldcroft 
-o-o-o-o-o-o-o- 

Franciscan Evening Prayer and Compline 
 
We are a group of people from different local churches 
and none, who meet each week to celebrate Evening 
Prayer (Fridays, 5.30pm in All Saints’) and Compline 
(Wednesdays, 9.00pm at 12 Boase Ave.). 
 
During the University Christmas vacation, we will also 
celebrate Compline at 10.00pm on most Thursdays in 
All Saints’ to replace the University St Leonard’s Com-
pline which does not operate outwith University terms.  
 

Please check with Fr Alasdair each week.  
Contacts: 
               sisteravril05@yahoo.co.uk 
               sharp.kincavel@gmail.com 
               rector@allSaints’-standrews.org.uk 

 

Copy for next Newsletter please to 
Ann Loades: newsletter@allSaints’-standrews.org.uk  

ann.loades@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 
& 

 Eileen Reynolds: eileen.reynolds@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 
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Sermon delivered  by Esau McCaulley 
on 13 September 2015  

 
It is rare that the Sunday morning Eucharist feels a bit anticlimactic.  
But today we stand on the edge of things.  Tomorrow the priest and 
the family that have lurked near the back portions of the congregation 
will move from the shadows to the forefront.  Alasdair will be installed 
as Rector of All Saints’ Church and for the first time in nearly 20 
years a different person will lead this congregation.  It would be the 
height of arrogance for me to instruct Alasdair on how he ought to 
engage in this ministry.  But I will say this to the congregation.   
 

Be kind, be patient with him and his family.   
 
They have given up much to come here.  The children have changed 
schools and cultures.  His wife has given up a job that she held for 
quite some time.   Although Alasdair has many gifts and talents, he 
is not the Messiah.  He is not here to save us; he will take his part 
in his ministry amongst us. 
 
The church and Alasdair stand at a crossroads. We need each oth-
er.  Last week I could not help but be struck by the photos of the 
history of All Saints’ that adorned the hall during the coffee hour. 
Did you see it?   Do you remember it? The photos reached back into 
a time when there was a full children's and regular choir.  This is no 
longer the case.  I saw a photo of a rather extravagant Christmas 
Pageant with Mary, the animals, shepherds, and the wise men.  
That did not occur last December; it would have been impossible. 
There were children, not just one, serving at the altar.  I do not intend 
to disparage those who currently give of their time, or to idealize 
the past.  I do want to point out that we, like many churches in St 
Andrews, have experienced a decline.   Part of the hope of a new 
incumbent is that he might bring about a time of refreshing, that 
All Saints’ might experience a new springtime.  I know that is my 
hope.  But what would that require of us? 
 
Although I said that Alasdair is not the Christ, I am going to draw 
an analogy that might make him a bit uncomfortable.  The people 
of Israel at the coming of Jesus experienced a similar hope for a 
new springtime. The people longed for a new time of prosperity.   
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There are those strong words spoken by the disciple on the road to 
Emmaus. He said this downtrodden by the reality of the crucifixion 
before the light of the truth of the resurrection pierced his dark 
night:  "We had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel." 
 
In Mark's gospel, immediately before the scene described in our 
reading, we have three miracles in quick succession.  Jesus heals 
the daughter of the Gentile woman; a deaf and mute man has his 
hearing and power of speech restored; finally, in a repeat of a previous 
miracle, Jesus feeds 4,000 in the desert.  We encounter the assessment of 
these miracles and, indeed, the first half of Jesus' ministry in Mark 
7:37: He has done all things well.  This was the basis of Israel's 
hope and our hope today.  It is not that we will examine everything 
the new priest does and conclude that he has done all things well.  
Rather, the Jesus who resides within each of us has done and continues to 
do wonders.  The disciples, in our passage, find themselves at a 
moment when they have witnessed enough of the ministry of Jesus 
to develop an opinion.  The question that drives the gospel reading 
is what shall they do about what they have seen. 
 
After they have seen, Jesus poses two questions to the disciples. 
Who do people say that I am and who do you say that I am?   After 
spending a decade amongst the Anglican and Episcopalians of various 
stripes, I can say that we are very good at the first question and not 
so good at the second.  Much of what I say arises from my experiences 
in the States. If this is not true of Scotland, bear with me, I am a foreigner.  
Episcopalians can easily slip into a reactionary position when it 
comes to Jesus.  We laud ourselves for not being fundamentalists 
who think they have all the answers about God.  We are not anti-
science or anti-women.   
 
We welcome questions and do not shut off dialogue. We care about 
the poor.  We worship Jesus in a manner befitting his glory.  Implicit 
in all of this is the idea that the Jesus presented in other churches 
does not quite get it right. We report and criticize other visions of 
Jesus.  It is the modern equivalent of  "some say John the Baptist, 
others say Elijah."    
 
What about the second question?  What happens when we can no 
longer position ourselves over against others and the living God  
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turns his gaze toward us?  Who do you say that I am?  This question is 
utterly personal.  When we read the gospel, who is present calling 
us and convicting us of our sins?  Is it the surprisingly modern Jesus 
or the Messiah, the Son of God incarnate, come to call us into his 
kingdom?  This is the question that we must answer as we stand at 
a moment of transition.  Who is Jesus and what does he require of 
us?  What is he calling us to be?  How is he challenging us?  Rather 
than raise the expectations we place on Alasdair, how about we ask 
ourselves hard questions about the state of our own spiritual lives? 
Is following Jesus something we care about or are we messing 
about in church and singing songs to a long dead saviour? 
 
What happens next in our narrative is the whiplash of back and 
forth conversation that involves: Peter, the disciples, Jesus, and Satan.  
Peter confesses Jesus is the Messiah.  Jesus says that he is going to 
die.  Peter takes Jesus aside and rebukes him.  Jesus looks at the 
disciples and then Peter.  Jesus tells Peter he is under the influence 
of Satan. Few scenes in the New Testament contain as much audacity 
as Peter pulling Jesus aside and saying ‘Jesus pull it together.’ 
 
When Peter called Jesus the Messiah of Israel, he had a very particular 
understanding of what a Messiah should look like.  It did not look 
like suffering in death. Peter's confession that Jesus was as the 
Messiah was not about Jesus.   As the right hand to the king, he 
was in line for the good life. Peter's confession was revealed to be 
more about his hopes than those of Christ. When Peter began to 
use Jesus to get his own needs, Peter became an agent of Satan. 
This is our warning. Is our life with God in this community primarily 
about us and what we want?  Who is Jesus?  What does he want?  
What does he care about? These are our questions. 
 
Thursday night, after the kids went to bed, I went on a jog. My 
route took me through downtown St Andrews.  On two occasions, I 
saw students so intoxicated they were unsure of where they were 
and their friends were trying to get them home.  They were not 
happy.  They were not enjoying themselves.  The male I saw may 
have been confused and crying.  Do we care about these students or 
has our vision for Jesus' kingdom shrunk down to the management 
of our own issues?  What is our vision for All Saints’ and how does 
that vision align with the aims of Jesus.  Peter made a theologically  



All Saints’ Newsletter Christmas-tide 2015-16                          31 

 

accurate confession so self-centered that he rendered it false.  This 
is why Jesus looks at him and says get behind me Satan.   I will not 
call anyone Satan, but let me say this:  Our new priest will change 
things.  Before we complain let us use this as a filter: Is his intention in 
keeping with the commands of Christ even if they conflict with my 
own?  If so, he deserves our support. 
 
Jesus makes it clear that at the heart of Peter's problem was self-
centeredness.   He says, "If anyone wants to be my disciple let him 
deny himself, take up his cross and follow me."  The church sacrifices 
its own priorities and concerns for the good of the community.  Self
-denial is a Christian manifestation of love, holiness, and discipleship.  If 
we take this opportunity too as individuals to pray for this spirit of 
sacrifice to permeate our community, then the church has the 
chance to become beautiful. 
 
Jesus states this again with the powerful alternative that closes this 
passage.  What does it profit us to gain the whole world and lose 
our souls?  Put it differently, what do we gain if we get all that we 
ever wanted and lose God in the process?  But this pushes us back 
to where we began.  Who is Jesus?  What does he want from us as 
individuals and a church? 
 
The gospels present him as the great lover of humanity who died so 
that we might be forgiven for our sins and live lives of beauty, truth, 
and love.  This life is lived in the midst of a sacrificing community that 
places the needs of other first as a testimony to God's own gift of 
himself.  The question that looms over us all is not what will Alasdair 
do about All Saints’; it is: ‘what will All Saints’ do about the call of 
God in Christ?’ 

-o-o-o-o-o-o-o- 
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