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Dr Hyland has been much in  the 
international news for her work 
on the unique method of record-
keeping found amongst the Inka 
people of South America. They developed 
what is known as ‘string-writing’, 
that is to say, a system using  
twisted and knotted coloured 
cords known as ‘khipus’, a major 
intellectual accomplishment by any 
standard, as yet only partially understood. 
The cords were made from fibres 
of different animals – fibres which 
took dyes effectively, and were 
used for accounting inventories 
and to keep track of stores. Dr Hyland 
(accompanied  by Dr William Hyland!) 
has been able to visit some very 
remote villages in the Peruvian 
Andes (San Juan de Collata) where 
some of the khipus had survived - 
their use still within living memory. Dr 
Hyland has made a major break-
through in realising that  the techniques 
of the  khipus were extended to 
letter-writing as the Inka sought to 
keep their communications secret  
from the Spaniard invaders.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Inka empire existed from the 
early 1400s and included some 18 
million people across 3,000 miles 
of South America. The Spanish 
conquest of 1532 was to have devastating 
consequences for their civilisation. 
In addition to her decipherment of 
some khipus,  Dr Hyland vividly 
reveals some of the horrors of the 
conquest in her book The Chankas 
and the Priest: A Tale of Murder and 
Exile in Highland Peru (published by 
Penn State University Press; http://
www.psupress.org/books/titles/978-0
-271-07122-0.html). The book reveals 
a decade of a nightmare of cruelty 
inflicted on the village of Pampaduri 
in Peru by a corrupt Spanish priest, 
with long-term consequences both 
for the village and the locality. 
 

We will be able to learn more about 
Dr Hyland and her work in the autumn 
via a television film on the 
‘Discovery Channel’. In the meantime, 
our warmest congratulations to 
her!   Ann Loades 
 

* photo with kind permission of Christine 
Lee  

Congregational News!                       Dr Sabine Hyland* 

http://www.psupress.org/books/titles/978-0-271-07122-0.html
http://www.psupress.org/books/titles/978-0-271-07122-0.html
http://www.psupress.org/books/titles/978-0-271-07122-0.html
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Russell Ingham, Priest, 1939 - 2017 
Rector of All Saints’, 1977-91 

 

With a characteristic love of paradox, 
Rowan Williams describes the 
strength of C S Lewis as being evident 
in that not everything he wrote is 
wise or good. Yet those lapses do 
not detract from the wisdom and 
goodness which are present in so 
many areas of his work. I suspect 
that this describes the shape of 
many of our reflections on Fr 
Ingham’s ministry at All Saints’. 
 

There was far more to him than 
his mannerisms, the tales of which 
have been told with affection and 
amusement far and wide: preaching 
erudite sermons with his eyes 
firmly closed; using not only the 
same words to announce the 
Agape, but also the same intonation, 
for his entire incumbency; his particular 
way of pronouncing words during 
the liturgy. In the ‘80s a student 
here coined the nickname ‘Glowry 
be’, or more fully ‘Glowry be to 
thee, O Lodd’. 
 

An only child, Russell grew to be a 
shy and reserved man, whose 
wide learning and insights seemed 
concentrated into particular areas 
of priestly work to considerable 
creative effect. As with all of us, 
there were aspects of his ministry 
where his gifts seemed not to have 
been sufficiently nurtured, where 
his manner could be more  
awkward and the effect sometimes  

 
 
frustrating or confusing for others. 
 

All Saints’ was, Fiona tells me, the 
most enjoyable part of his ministry. 
In those fourteen years he encouraged 
a flourishing of liturgical life 
through music and ceremony with 
insight and generosity; he supported 
the gifts and commitment of many 
as they explored forms of worship 
and spirituality to which they had 
not previously been exposed. Fiona 
shared with Russell particularly in 
a ministry of hospitality, showing 
great kindness to members of the 
congregation, of the University 
and visiting clergy. Many have 
been in touch in recent days and 
they all convey their warm affec-
tion and gratitude for all that they 
received during those years. 
 

All Saints’ shone brightly as Russell 
led what were then not inevitable 
decisions that opened the choir to 
girls and women, and the opening 
of the Ladyhead Book and Coffee 
Shop. With his encouragement, a 
series of inspiring choral anthems 
and musical productions flowed 
from the collaboration of what 
might seem a less than obvious 
pairing of two distinguished aca-
demics, a philosopher and a music 
lecturer: Drs Gordon Graham and 
John Kitchen. 
 

However, throughout those years 
a gradual alienation was forming  
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between Russell and Anglicanism. 
Rapid changes in society were  
mirrored by developments within 
the church which many Anglo-
Catholics experienced as attempts 
to undermine more traditional 
patterns of faith. The shared ground 
for agreement with a radical and 
modernising Bishop like Michael 
Hare Duke was not large for Russell. 
It was a less than warm relationship 
and, I suspect, did not encourage 
him to take the initiative in building 
bridges. Yet, if sometimes impatient 
with those who did not share his 
vision of Anglicanism, he remained 
faithful and generous in ministering 
in this busy church, which still has 
more regular services than any other 
in the Diocese. 
 

Many families in the congregation 
have members who were prepared 
for Confirmation by Russell; allegedly, 
in one or two cases which I couldn’t 
possibly divulge publicly, he thereby 
merits immediate access to heaven! I 
made my first Confession to him, 
which was beyond long and tedious 
but he gave kind, patient and wise 
advice, then helped me back to my 
feet as my knees had seized up. 
Some, too, spoke first to Russell 
about a sense of vocation to the 
priesthood. There are a number 
who could recount such stories but 
I remember mine vividly. He chuckled 
and, after his customary long 
pause, smiled wistfully and said: 

 
 I can’t imagine why anyone would 
want to be ordained in the Church 
of our time. He continued, telling 
me of his selection process, which 
consisted of a conversation with the 
bishop, where the main challenge 
was not to drop the Battenberg 
cake into one’s tea. There was good 
advice, too, which I followed to my 
benefit and a self-effacing warning: 
that he had come to see his early 
sense of vocation as largely romanticism. 
 

With the ebb and flow of my sense 
of vocation, I have often wondered 
about this reflection of Russell’s: 
whether it indicated not only a 
changing emphasis in his sense of 
vocation but also a questioning of 
his own gifts, ironically, at a time 
when so many here were grateful 
for them. 
 

We give thanks for the life and ministry 
of Fr Russell, especially those years 
spent at All Saints’, as we pray for 
the repose of his soul, and for Fiona 
to whom this church also has a 
deep debt of gratitude. 

Fr Alasdair 
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  All Saints’ Church Garden 

 

 
 
 

 

During a chance meeting recently with Alice Bullough she said that the Rowan 
tree in the Church garden was given by Deborah Douglas who lived here a few years 
ago. Alice is going to check the story with Deborah. 
 

This made me think that there are probably many memories attached to plants 
within the garden and indeed some plants are there in memory of friends or 
relatives.  
 

I would like to record these so I would ask for ‘ Garden Stories ‘ to be written for, 
or recounted to, me. If you have any such stories would you let me know please 
and I will try to collect them all.  
 

These can be written and left in an envelope at church, emailed to me at 
 

 fiona.seenan@allsaints-standrews.org.uk  
 

or you can speak to me so that I can arrange a time in which to listen to the story. 
              Fiona Seenan 

EasyFundraising: still free, and  now even easier!! 
 

Come and take advantage of this  
fund-raising opportunity! 

 

Shopping online?  For travel, groceries, jewellery, pet food, books, CDs , DVDs, home computer 
supplies, appliances both large and small, clothes,  etc ? Would  YOU like to raise 
money for the Church at no cost to yourself?  Currently 15 of us from All Saints’ 
do so -—1 new subscriber since last Newsletter!    At the time of going to Press, 
we have raised £430.27 for All Saints’ in this way.                                              

  Could YOU help to increase this number?  

Instead of going direct to e.g. Amazon, John Lewis, Marks and Spencer or wherever, go 

first of all to the Easy Fundraising site and join at 

 https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/allsaintsstandrews 

 Go to retailer’s site—lots to choose from! 

 Make your purchase. 

 Retailer will notify you later of how much you raised. 
 

It’s easy and painless, and will be of great help with our current fund-raising efforts. 

Please join us!                Thank you!.                               Eileen E Reynolds 

mailto:fiona.seenan@allsaints-standrews.org.uk
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Notes from the Vestry 
 

The Vestry met on 30th January and 24th April, 2017.  Following a very busy 
couple of years for Vestry with the Interregnum and the Rectory Refurbishment 
project, it was agreed at the first meeting of Vestry on 30th January 2017, that the 
number of full Vestry meetings could be reduced to around 5 per year, with day
-to-day decisions on fabric repair being managed by the Fabric and Finance 
Committee (FFC). The FFC would bring recommendations for action/
expenditure to Vestry for approval either by email or by specially called 
meetings as required.  The FFC is chaired by the Treasurer, Ian Palfrey and the 
other members of the Committee are the Rector, Alasdair Coles, the Wardens, 
Jim Easton and Jennifer Wylie and Trevor Sidebottom (with responsibility for 
the let properties).  This seems to be working well, although the amount of 
work does not seem to get any less!  There is a major application being prepared to 
the Heritage Lottery Fund for repairs to the Church Roof.  This has required a 
Quinquennial Review to be carried out. It is hoped to be in a position to make the 
application in the near future.   
 

In responding to requests made at the AGM: 
 

· it was agreed that the quarterly financial summary would be published in the 
newsletters. The first quarter management accounts were included in the 
Spring Newsletter (February 2017) and the half-year management accounts 
are included with this newsletter. 

· The Sidespeople have been asked to ensure that help is available for any 
member of the congregation requiring assistance in approaching the Altar, 
and a notice to this effect now appears in the Pew Sheet. 

· Approaches have been made to ‘younger’ members of the congregation to sit 
on Vestry and an invitation to be an observer at the last Vestry meeting was 
accepted.   

 

It has been long noted that the Tower Flat required refurbishment. Following negotiations last 
year with the tenant, Andy Young, the Tower Flat became vacant at the end of 
April.  A surveyor’s report on the building has been received and the FFC are now 
prioritising works to bring the building to modern standards for return to the 
rental market.  Vestry would like to take this opportunity to thank Andy Young 
for his contribution to the life of All Saints’ during the years he occupied the 
flat, providing assistance to those renting the halls, opening and closing the 
halls, as well as joining in the life of our community at Agape, as Old Testament 
Reader and helping with setting up the halls for our activities.  We wish him 
well in his new endeavours.  
 

Other items of note: 
 
 

· To comply with insurance requirements, a new safe has been installed. 
· Fire extinguisher training is being planned with assistance from Lawrence 

Reynolds. 
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· A votive candle stand has been donated and has been much admired and used. 
· A holy water stoup has been installed at the entrance to the Church. 
· Lent and Easter orders of service have been produced. 
· Communion Assistant licences have been obtained for Jim Easton, Val Gardiner and 

David Morrison. 
· New locks have been installed in the North Hall kitchen cupboards to prevent 

misuse of Church crockery. 
· Combination locks for the Main and North Halls have been fitted which provide 

unattended access for hall bookings. 
· A new internal polycarbonate ceiling has been installed in the North Hall lantern 

which will ensure a warmer space, particularly during the winter.  External repairs to 
the lantern will take place in June/July. 

· The loop system has been repaired and a new microphone and stand purchased. 
· New tenants have moved into the ground floor of 35 North St.  William and 

Duncan Richmond trade as Richmond Sports LLP providing all manner of sports 
equipment. 

· PVG applications have been made and processed as required and new PVG 
posters displayed on noticeboards. 

· Risk Assessments have been reviewed and updated and a Fire Assessment Report 
provided by Lawrence Reynolds is now with the Fabric and Finance Committee 
for prioritisation of action for Vestry approval. 

· The Annual Review of the Health & Safety Policy, Fire Safety Policy and Lone 
Worker Policy and Health & Safety Risk Assessments have been done and approved 
by Vestry. 

 

As you may be aware, Euan Grant will be standing down as Administrative Assistant 
with effect from the middle of June but will be available to provide handover 
assistance to the new incumbent.  An advertisement for the post is on the Porch 
Noticeboard, the Church website and Facebook page.  Euan is not disappearing 
from the scene, however, but will still join us in worship at All Saints’.  He will be 
concentrating on his academic studies to bring his doctoral thesis to a conclusion 
next year.  We wish him all success and thank him for the work he has done for us. 
 

The next meeting of Vestry will take place on Monday, 31st July.         Liz Sidebottom 
 

Fabric and Finance Committee (FFC) 
 

As mentioned previously in this newsletter you will find enclosed a copy of the management 
accounts for the half-year ending 31st March, 2017.  The FFC have also been considering 
the extent of the work to be carried out on all the Church property as evidenced 
by the Condition Survey Reports provided by Hardies Surveyors.  Initial cost estimates 
for the work total in excess of £200,000, and expenditure of this magnitude will have 
to be phased over a few years.  However, in order to make a start in raising 
funds you will also find enclosed an Appeal Letter and associated Appeal Form.  
It is hoped, by way of this Appeal, to raise the necessary funds to carry out the required 
work.  An initial presentation of the Condition Survey Reports will be given to the 
congregation at Agape on Sunday, 11th June.   Trevor Sidebottom 
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This past Lent on five  
consecutive Thursdays I gave a 
series of talks on how aspects of 
monastic spirituality could possibly 
be helpful for Christians who are 
living in the world. To do so I drew 
upon writers from the Benedictine 
tradition, but also many other 
writers, male and female, from the 
wider monastic tradition of East 
and West from the patristic era 
through the late twentieth century. 
In each talk, accompanied by visual 
imagery, I tried to illustrate the 
various points through quotations 
from various monastic spiritual 
teachers, and relevant imagery. 

 

 The first talk was entitled 
The Benedictine Way of Attentiveness. 
Here I pointed out many similarities 
between Benedictine and Anglican 
approaches to holiness.  After an 
overview of monastic history before 
the sixth century Benedictine Rule, 
I focused on the balance in the 
latter between 3 aspects of prayerful 
attentiveness that made up each 
day in the monastery: liturgical 
prayer, manual labor, and spiritual 
reading. If all of these activities are 
approached in a prayerful  way, 
they help cultivate an awareness 
of the presence and transforming 
power of God in each moment and  
in the everyday tasks of life. I also 
discussed how the vows of the 

Benedictine life, namely stability, 
obedience and lifelong conversion 
of life, can be very helpful when 
creatively applied in a lay context. 
 

 The second talk, entitled 
Lectio Divina: Praying with Scripture, 
was concerned with some of the 
ways and methods that characterize 
the use of Scripture for private 
prayer in the monastic tradition.  
One method discussed was that 
taught by John Cassian in the fifth 
century, which he in turn had 
learned from the Desert Fathers. 
As discussed in the ninth and tenth 
books of his Conferences, it involves 
the frequent repetition of a single 
verse from Scripture, Psalm 70:1, 
“O God come to my assistance, O 
Lord, make speed to help me.” By 
giving oneself over to what Cassian 
calls ‘the poverty of the verse”, we 
gradually allow the Holy Spirit to 
teach us how to pray, and to let 
prayer permeate our whole life in 
this way. I then went on to discuss 
the quintessential monastic prayer 
known as lectio divina, or sacred 
reading. This ancient practice was 
discussed in its definitive form by 
the twelfth century Carthusian 
monk Guigo, where he describes 
the four stages of praying with a 
passage from Scripture as Reading, 
Meditation, Prayer and Contemplation. 

A Journey Through Lent in Monastic Company 
By William Hyland 
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           The importance of Scriptural 
prayer for growth in the spiritual 
life was carried over in to the next 
talk entitled Overcoming the False 
of Shadow Self. This talk examined 
how a twentieth century Cistercian 
monk, Thomas Merton, discussed 
the role of the Psalms and all Scripture 
in helping the Christian to develop 
authentic ways of self examination, 
and also to allow the God who is 
Love to speak to us through the 
Scriptures and transform all of our 
relationships, with God and one 
another. After discussing Merton, I 
showed how what Merton expressed 
in a modern idiom for his twentieth 
century audience had deep roots 
in the psychology and spiritual 
teachings of his great twelfth century 
Cistercian forebears, particularly 
Bernard of Clairvaux, William of St 
Thierry,  and Aelred of Rievaulx. 
 

 The fourth talk was entitled 
Sacrifice. First of all it examined 
the various ways that liturgical 
prayer, particularly the Divine 
Office, has been described as a 
“sacrifice of praise.” I then discussed 
the ways that the monastic tradition, 
including St Augustine, has 
brought out the rich aspects of 
how our own lives can be joined to 
the Sacrifice of Christ. I then discussed, 
using modern writers such as Dom 
Columba Marmion, Catherine de 
Hueck Doherty as well as older 
writers such as Brother Lawrence 

and various monks from the Syriac 
tradition, how these ideas of  
liturgical “sacrifice” flow into and 
enrich our everyday lives and  
relationships with other people, 
and then in turn our everyday lives 
enrich our liturgical experience. 
 

 The final talk was on how 
throughout the history of the 
Church the monastic tradition 
gives us various approaches to 
meditating on the events of the 
Passion, and what they can mean 
for our own spiritual life. We also 
discussed through imagery how 
portrayals of the Passion through 
art have followed these different 
trajectories of the tradition, and 
illustrated this through many  
quotations from monastic writers 
and mystics, including men and 
women from the Franciscan tradition, 
and many others. This was accompanied 
by a practical discussion of the variety 
of ways to think about the Passion 
in prayer and reflection. 
 

 Each of the talks was  
preceded and concluded by appropriate 
prayers chosen by the Rector, 
which sometimes included singing 
a final hymn together. The discussion 
following each talk brought out 
certain aspects of the topics,  
including members of the group 
sharing their own experiences.   
 

I hope to produce a pdf version of the 
talks over the summer for those  
interested. 
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The Two Davids: 
Fortieth Anniversary of Ordination to the Priesthood 

 
All Saints’: Easter 3: Luke 24.13-35 

Sermon delivered by the Revd Professor David Brown on Sunday 30 April 2017 
 

 As many of you will already know, today is being used to mark the fortieth 
anniversary of the ordination to the priesthood of two of your clerics 
called David, David Day and myself. In David Day’s case the event actually 
took place slightly earlier in April, on Low Sunday 1977, while in my 
case the anniversary falls tomorrow, on St Philip and St James day in 
the Anglican calendar, or St Joseph the Worker in the Roman.   
 

Nonetheless we thought it would be appropriate to combine the two 
celebrations, with David Day as celebrant and myself as preacher. It is 
of course the primary duty of the preacher to expound the gospel reading. 
So let me offer you this morning my attempt to combine both celebration 
and reading, beginning first with some remarks on what impact those 
forty years have had on David and myself.  
 

First impressions suggest that the life and ministry of the two clergy 
could scarcely have been more different. David Day was born in England (in 
Luton) to a Baptist father, whereas David Brown was baptised a little 
over a decade later as an Episcopalian in the Scottish Borders, in Melrose. 
Thereafter, as young adults, the two Davids swapped nations, as it 
were, with David Day beginning his long association with Scotland and 
St Andrews by coming here as an undergraduate, only leaving Scotland 
thereafter for the occasional holiday. By contrast after a spell in Edinburgh 
(where a rather different church played a key role) David Brown contin-
ued his education in England, seldom returning until his appointment as a 
professor at St Andrews roughly forty years later.  
 

There are also other differences. Although David Day’s first encounter 
with All Saints’ as an undergraduate was one that appeared to confirm 
all his prejudices as a Strict and Particular Baptist, gradually the magic 
of the church worked its effect on him. Though initially ordained into 
the Church of Scotland which he served as a minister in Aberfoyle and 
Coatbridge, doubts about the rightness of his choice soon led him to a 
teaching post nearby at Madras College, which then made possible his 
careful schooling for the Anglican priesthood under Fr Mac here at All 
Saints’. Episcopal ordination then brought parish appointments in Dundee  
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and Broughty Ferry until a move in 1984 resulted in an itinerant ministry 
in the Argyll countryside, with 2002 finally bringing retirement and a return 
once more to All Saints’.  In the interim he had also acquired a wife 
thanks to St Andrews, having spotted Joan in the choir of the local Congregational 
church while still an undergraduate.  
 

Meanwhile David Brown seemed to move from one centre of privilege 
to another: first Oxford, then Cambridge, then back to Oxford for fourteen 
years and thereafter a further seventeen as a cathedral canon and professor 
at Durham. Again, whereas pastoral concerns lay at the heart of David 
Day’s ministry, at Durham that role was even explicitly excluded for David 
Brown, so that he could offer to the cathedral other abilities, in, for example, 
running its magnificent library or organising artistic commissions such as 
new stained glass windows. Indeed, it was only with his arrival in St Andrews 
that David Brown first experienced continuous contact with a single, 
ordinary parish. 
 

Yet all that conceded, the differences turn out on closer examination to 
be much less substantial than they initially appeared. So, for instance, I 
may have been baptised an Anglican but a change in my father’s job 
when I was a mere six months old meant that my exposure to other  
denominations turned out to be not all that different from the other 
David’s. Nationalisation of the electrical supply industry took my engineer 
father to the island of Islay where the Episcopalian priest from the mainland 
only visited once a month. So my parents sent me to a Church of Scotland 
Sunday School in the morning and to what was called a Baptist ‘Happy 
Hour’ in the evening, and indeed it was at the latter that I won my first 
ever prize - for singing a solo version of the hymn, ‘Jesus loves me, this I 
know, for the Bible tells me so.’ Then a scholarship took me to a boarding 
school where its daily services were all according to the practice of 
Church of Scotland. I even attended its confirmation classes, and to this 
day can remember the answer to one particular question: ‘where are 
the headquarters of the church? Answer: 121, George Street, Edinburgh. 
Moreover, even the sharp contrast I drew at the beginning between Scot 
and Englishman exchanging nations does not quite work. For, though 
born in Scotland, I am in fact the son of an English father from Newcastle. 
Indeed when I arrived in Durham I discovered I was able to claim   
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Northumberland farming stock going back several generations. It even 
turns out that we share the same middle name – William.   
 

So much, then, for our two histories. How might any of this relate to today’s 
gospel reading? As you will recall, two of Christ ’s disciples encounter 
the Risen Christ on the road to Emmaus but do not recognise him. Instead, 
they have the presumption to lecture him on the meaning of recent 
events and the scriptures and it is not till they break bread together that they 
recognise who he is, only for him to disappear immediately from their 
sight. Two conclusions suggest themselves. 
 

First, neither in religion nor in life more generally ever presume that one 
already has all the answers. As we have just seen, look superficially at the 
lives of the two Davids and you would have seen only contrasts. But look 
more deeply, and underlying parallels began to become more noticeable. 
The same also applies, Luke seems to be implying, even to the study of 
the scriptures. The disciples were so convinced that they knew what was 
there that they were just not able to see Jesus through them, and so, 
though present, he remained invisible to their eyes.  
 

Now, for my second point. Given the way the story develops, it would of 
course be quite easy to draw a second conclusion that is self-
congratulatory to All Saints’. After all, as numerous commentators have 
observed, Jesus becoming known in the breaking of bread is an implicit 
reference to the Eucharist. So we might believe ourselves justified in talking 
of both ministries culminating in eucharistic worship of the type celebrated 
here at All Saints’. Yet, although everything about the liturgy here is  
specifically designed to help create a sense of mystery and awe at the 
divine presence in our midst, even so caution is necessary. For close 
attention to the precise wording of the biblical narrative means that 
there is no escaping the fact that the encounter almost certainly had 
more in common with an informal, more Protestant-style experience. 
 

None of this is to concede that every subsequent encounter should also 
take precisely that form. Indeed, as those of us who have experienced 
such informal intimacy may be all too painfully aware, in such an atmosphere 
it is all too easy for the focus to slip away from any sense of the transcendent 
and towards minister or community instead. But the potential for something 
is still there, just as the reverse can, and has sometimes unfortunately 
indeed happened, within Anglo-Catholicism. Just look to history.  
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Whereas when the two Davids were born it looked virtually certain that 
it would be a Catholic version that would come to dominate Anglicanism, 
the opposite has proved true. And why? Although all versions of Anglicanism 
have declined, the Catholic version did so more quickly, and more exten-
sively than any other. Nor is it hard to see why. Obsession with details ob-
scured the larger vision. Already in his famous 1923 address Bishop Frank 
Weston was warning against a turning-inwards, as in his declaration:  
‘You have got your Mass, you have got your Altar ... now go out and look 
for Jesus in the ragged, in the naked, in the oppressed and in the sweated.’ 
But, as we all know, the movement allowed itself instead to be defined 
by what it was opposed to, as with Anglican-Methodist union or the ordination of 
women.     
 

And so forty years on I want to leave you with this thought. The liturgy at 
All Saints’ has an unrivalled power to convey God in our midst but it will 
only do that so long as we look beyond text and beyond the details of 
the liturgy to that transcendent reality that is immeasurably greater than 
them both: in the words of John Mason’s hymn, to ‘the sun without a 
sphere, (to) the sea without a shore.’ Pray God then to free us from the 
faults of those two disciples at Emmaus, so that too much certainty or 
obsession with detail may never block our vision of the glorious and risen 
Lord ever hovering to present himself anew in our midst.                 Amen.        

From the General Synod Office 
 

The 34th Annual Report of the Scottish Episcopal 
Church (SEC)  for the year ended 31 December 2016 

is now published and can be accessed on the  
SEC website at the following address/link : 

 
http://www.scotland.anglican.org/wp-content/

uploads/34th-Annual-Report-and-Accounts-for-the-
year-ended-31-December-2016.pdf. 

  
Members of General Synod have been sent  

a copy of the Annual Report. 

http://www.scotland.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/34th-Annual-Report-and-Accounts-for-the-year-ended-31-December-2016.pdf
http://www.scotland.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/34th-Annual-Report-and-Accounts-for-the-year-ended-31-December-2016.pdf
http://www.scotland.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/34th-Annual-Report-and-Accounts-for-the-year-ended-31-December-2016.pdf
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SIGNS OF THE TIMES -  
60 years on…. 

 
 

I 'discovered' All Saints’ Church in 
my first year at St. Andrews - in 
1955!  I had the incredible luck to 
have been offered a 'bunk' at the 
Eden Hotel on The Scores in the 
good hands of Bob and Molly 
Jessiman. We were about 12 girls 
of varying backgrounds and faiths. 
Sundays tended to follow the 
boarding school pattern: we all 
went to our different churches for 
the Morning Service, then met up 
to join everyone on the Pier Walk, 
returning back to the Eden from 
the harbour, via the Castle, for the 
best lunch of the week! In the 
afternoon we all wrote our letters 
home to our parents, then off we 
went for a long, invigorating walk 
along the West Sands before ending 
the day at the North Street cinema 
for 'Film Soc.’, the sole source of 
entertainment on the Sabbath 
Day.  How simple, dutiful and  
disciplined our lifestyles were 
then:  dressed daily in our red 
gowns and blue St. Andrews’ 
scarves we set out - on foot -  to 
face the North Sea  
elements!  How well I remember 
the blustery winds, the rattling 
windows of winter nights, the constant 
roar of the waves. As I look back I 
realise that this 'magical' (for me!) 
atmosphere was to influence my 
life's course… 

The little church half hidden behind 
its courtyard garden, so close to 
the sea and its sounds - gulls, foghorn, 
waves, echoing footsteps  

over cobbles - All Saints’ and North 
Castle Street soon became my favourite 
haunt. I was the only student at 
the Eden to attend services in your 
church: I would often get up early 
during the weekdays to attend 
Mass in the little side chapel. That 
solitary walk along The Scores, 
past those dignified grey buildings, 
the silence of the morning, the 
silhouette of the Castle, turn right, 
open the gate, cross the courtyard, 
enter the church. The peace, the 
lingering smell of incense, the  
suspended boat, the open-armed 
Christ Child welcoming us all - and 
wonderful Father Mac (and all his 
family) - precious memories indeed 
to be re-awakened years later in 
other favourite places - the Lagoon 
islands in Venice and Bonifacio in 
Corsica - other small churches by 
the sea, little alleyways, echoing 
footsteps … 
 

The mountains, however, have 
become my backdrop, though we 
do have a fast-moving torrent at 
the bottom of our wooded garden!   
We have a beautiful little local 
church in the typical rustic baroque 
style of this Alpine mountain re-
gion, dedicated to St. Gervais and 
St. Protais. It was recently closed 
for a whole year for total  
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restoration and re-opened its 
doors last Christmas day. I eagerly 
awaited Holy Week for the services I 
used to attend… imagine my shock 
to learn that the old curé had retired 
and there was no priest to replace 
him. We have a newly-restored 
church where Mass is held every 
other Sunday (or Saturday evening). 
A busy priest from a bigger nearby 
parish has at least four churches to 
serve… 
 

Yes, these are signs of the times - 
you will therefore understand my 
emotion when I received your 
Easter newsletter with details of 
the Holy Week services to prepare 
you so fittingly for the glorious 
message of the Resurrection. I had 
to travel to the next village to 
attend mass on Easter Sunday. I 
am happy to tell you, however, 
that the church was so full there 
was scarcely any standing room - 
all the generations were present, 
many families, even a baby to be 
baptised …. the dearth of younger 
priests is a sad phenomenon in 
France and as in Italy parishes are 
having to rely on African, or Polish 
priests to fill the empty gaps…  
 

I shall be returning briefly to St 
Andrews with my brother in June: 
that includes for me a return to All 
Saints’, and the chance to retrace 
my footsteps of 60 years ago …     I 
am lucky to be able to make this  
 

dream come true - I constantly 
bear in mind this Irish saying : 
 

'Do not resent growing old, 
Many are denied the privilege.' 

 
Jennifer Merlino (-Mc Gavin-Hair ), 

Saint Gervais-les-Bains,  
Haute Savoie, France 

 

Contributions for Newsletter 
please! 

 
The Editors would welcome  
YOUR contributions to the  
All Saints’ Newsletter: e.g. 

 

 News about an interesting  
summer trip 

 Puzzles 
 Articles 

 Amusing anecdotes/jokes 
etc  

 

Please submit your contributions 
to the Editors in the first instance: 

 
Ann Loades: 

newsletter@allsaints-
standrews.org.uk 

 
Eileen Reynolds:  

eileen.reynolds@allsaints-
standrews.org.uk  

mailto:newsletter@allsaints-st-andrews.org.uk
mailto:newsletter@allsaints-st-andrews.org.uk
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Just before Christmas 2015 a group 
of Syrian families arrived on the Isle 
of Bute. At the darkest time of the
year, and it had been raining every 
day since the middle of the previous 
July, they came cautiously off the
ferry in the pouring rain to be 
greeted on the pier by a huge sign 
in coloured lights saying Merry 
Xmas Bute. Some thought they 
were going to London, some 
thought they were going to Manchester. 
They did not know each other until 
they met on the ferry. We all know 
something of the atrocities they 
were escaping. Their individual 
stories are as varied and different as 
each one of them. Their journey to 
Scotland was in the dark in every 
sense. They possessed nothing and 
put their faith and trust totally in 
the hands of the UNHCR organisation. 

 

The churches on Bute had often 

held the Syrian people in their 

prayers. One day in late summer 

our curate spoke very powerfully 

about the challenge we all faced 

with such disaster and destruction 

going on in the Middle East and the 

uncomfortable feeling of longing to 

help and not knowing how. The 

United Church of Bute arranged a 

vigil, inviting anyone concerned for 

the people of Syria to come along. 

About fifty people came and we sat 

in silence for about an hour. A few 

weeks later we heard that fifteen 

Syrian families were coming to Bute. 

 
 
 

The arrival of the first group of families 

just before Christmas, aroused a 

great deal of interest and good will 

amongst the islanders. Clothes for 

men, women, children and babies 

were donated in vast quantities, all 

carefully sized, washed, ironed and 

folded. St Paul's church hall was 

filled with clothes for the new comers 

and tea and biscuits were dispensed 

by energetic volunteers.  Each family 

had one, two, three or four children 

and the council provided refurbished 

flats for them. These flats were 

freshly decorated and fitted with 

white goods and heating. Recycled 

furniture was mostly given and the 

cupboards were stocked with Arabic 

groceries. The shops in Rothesay 

were very generous in donating 

washing powder, soap, toothpaste 

etc., etc. A Halal butcher in Glasgow 

sent a couple of lambs and a quantity 

of chickens. The ladies of Dunoon 

Episcopal Church made beautiful 

patchwork quilts for each child and 

each couple. The Catholic Church 

have a large hall which they gave 

for use as a community centre for 

seven months and the government 

paid the heating and electricity 

bills. The Rotary Club gave each 

family a mobile phone which was a 

life-line for them to contact their 

families back home. A person from 

the council co-ordinated the endless 

appointments for the refugees and 

someone in the community organised 

the great band of volunteers.  

 

Near meets Far…. 
 

Reprinted with permission from The Third Order News of The Sisters of St Francis 
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There were many rotas and unexpected 

calls for help until the day came 

when our new friends arrived. 
 

They mostly came from Lebanon 

where they were in UNHCR camps. 

They had fled Syria, leaving behind 

their families and the relentless 

war. They had to pay to cross the 

border, about £2,000 each. One 

lady told me that she and her ten 

year old son worked for two years 

to raise the money. There was no 

such thing as school for him. Now 

the only time he is low is the school 

holidays because he loves being at 

his Rothesay school so much. He is 

even acquiring a good Scottish accent. 

On arrival at the camps they would 

sign up with the UN if they wanted 

to be considered as candidates to 

come to Britain. It was on the ferry 

coming across to Rothesay that 

they first met each other and actually 

found out where they were going. 

Of course it was the darkest wettest 

winter any of us could remember 

and we wondered how on earth 

they would feel coming here. They 

were exhausted from their travelling 

and pretty apprehensive and were 

immediately thrown into sessions 

of finding clothes, registering with 

the medical practice, signing on at 

the dentist and signing on for benefits. 
 

Language lessons started straight 

away. Arabic has many different 

dialects, varying from country to 

country. It seems to be a very 

beautiful and poetic language. For 

instance, a prefix or suffix on a 

word will be added to give emphasis 

or slightly alter a nuance. Sometimes 

a word or the middle of a word will 

be left out because it is assumed 

that you would know it was there. 

They write from right to left. When 

first learning to write English some 

wrote each letter starting where 

we would finish. Their alphabet is 

completely different so you could 

imagine their bewilderment and 

frustration trying to learn. It was 

especially hard for some of the 

men who felt easily humiliated. 

These people come from widely 

varying backgrounds, some university 

educated and some from rural areas 

and illiterate. They soon found they 

were able to laugh when they 

watched us struggling with Arabic. 

When they arrived these people 

had no concept of time-keeping. 

There was a lot of chasing about 

looking for people when appointments 

were imminent. Equally they soon 

became bored with their lack of 

progress with the language and 

stopped turning up to lessons. It 

was pretty frustrating for us too 

waiting around all morning with 

nothing to do. Eventually they 

were told that the government said 

they must attend or they would 

lose their benefits. 
 

When I first joined the volunteers I 

was a little nervous about how 

traumatised the people might be 

and how strict they might be with 

their religious observance. I wondered if 

they might object to my being 

Christian and a female. From the 

start I wore my Franciscan cross 
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and I soon noticed that some folk 

gravitated towards me. One of 

them said: ' We trust you because 

you pray.' On Fridays at midday the 

men would go up on the stage in 

the hall with the curtains closed 

and said and chanted their prayers, 

while the women sat in reverent

silence and the children raced 

around on tractors and scooters. 

Interestingly their attitude to their 

religion varies as much as ours. One 

young woman was glad to dump 

her headscarf, but at some cost 

because some more devout people 

then ostracised her. Early on the 

group became divided into more or 

less devout, but I think there was 

an element of social snobbery. 
 

Having spent years in a war zone 

and months, if not years in a refugee 

camp our new Syrian friends were 

in great need of medical and dental 

care. One of my jobs as a volunteer 

was to accompany families on hospital 

visits. These are potentially emotional, 

worrying and tiring and I saw it as 

my job to reassure whoever I was 

accompanying. Travelling on the 

ferry we would try very hard to 

have a conversation. There is an app 

on mobile phones for translating and 

first it was my turn to look perplexed 

and then burst out laughing and 

then it was theirs. You had to keep 

your translation request very simple 

or it would quickly become gobble-

dygook. Some used the journey to 

tell horror stories of torture and 

murder and to show pictures on 

their phones of bombed out 

homes. One lady has a sister who 

was married off at the age of eleven 

and by the time she was twenty 

one she had six children. They were 

living in the rubble and ruins of 

buildings in Aleppo because it is too 

dangerous to live in anything that 

looks like an intact building. They 

were starving and ate grass. 
 

Early in January the Syrians made a 

feast for all the people who had 

helped. It was a great celebration 

and there were several speeches. It 

was very moving, especially one 

which was delivered via the interpreter 

with a passionate plea for the end 

of the war. One short amazing 

speech of gratitude was given by a 

single mum in English. It was all 

very poignant. They made the most 

delicious spread of spicy rice with 

roast meat on top, scattered with 

roast nuts. There were beautiful 

salads and dishes of dates. A feast 

for the eyes as well as the stomach. 
 

In the second week of February, five 

more families arrived and this time 

the weather was so bad that they 
had to drive in the coach back over 

the Erskine Bridge, over the Rest 

and be Thankful and down to Colintraive 

to take the little ferry across to 
Rubodeach. This time our work 

really was cut out. By now the volunteers 

had dwindled to handful, but these 

tired and bewildered people needed 
just as much assistance. One really 

lovely thing happened and that was 

that the Syrians who had arrived 

earlier went knocking on the doors 

of the new arrivals, not only to welcome 
them, but to tell them they were 
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amongst friends, and no more 

would they be cold,  hungry or 

afraid. 
 

Around the time of Burn's Night the 

volunteers and their families laid on 
a ceilidh in the Catholic Church hall 

for the Syrians. It was wonderful. In 

front of the stage was a long table 

groaning with the weight of the 

food everyone had brought. There 
was a lot of loud music and ceilidh 

dancing and the Syrian men and 

children joined in. All the mums sat 

around the edge of the hall, their 
culture forbidding them to dance. 

Then suddenly some traditional 

Syrian music was played and all the 

Syrian men got up, linking shoulders, 
and made a curving line of dance. 

The leader of the line dictated the 

footwork, and then, spontaneously, 

a man would break out of the line 
and improvise some wild energetic 

dancing and then rejoin the line. 
 

These people have a great dignity 
and grace and their children are an 

utter delight. If I see a family in the 

street, the children will come running 

up and hugging me, shout 'hallo!' 
The children's ages range from newborn 

to nineteen. The ones who are at 

school are learning English fast. 

They are very friendly and play happily 
in the street with the local children. 

The nineteen year old wants to go 

to medical school. His English is 

practically perfect. He learned by 
translating pop songs on his mobile 

phone. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

The question of language is very 

important because these people  

come from a culture where there is 
no welfare state and they are desperate 

to find work and pay their own way. 

One man is a trained and experienced 

barber, but he has been told he 
must do a British training before he 

can set up in business. Another 

man is a trained chef and wants to 

open his own restaurant. One 
young woman wants to train to be 

a hairdresser but has been told to 

improve her language skills first. 
 

Recently a few more Syrians have 

arrived who are relatives of some 

already here. What a pleasure it is 

to see the delight on the faces of 
their families. Their culture is very 

different to ours. The men do quite 

a lot of the shopping and cooking. 

We set up a knitting and crochet 
group last winter for the shyer ladies, 

but it was the bolder ones who 

turned up. I think we must all be 

patient. They now drink Nescafe 
and we eat dates, so we have made 

some progress. 
            Judith West, T.S.S.F. 24/3/17. 
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All Saints’  Church, St Andrews   

Rector:  

    The Revd Dr  
    Alasdair Coles                          

01334 473193 
rector@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 

Unless in a dire emergency, please note that 
 the Rector is NOT available on Tuesdays 

Vestry Secretary: 
    Mrs Liz Sidebottom   

01334 477822 
vestrysecretary@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 

Admin Assistant: 
    Euan Grant 
    Monday, Tuesday  
    & Friday mornings  

 
01334 473193 
admin@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 

Clergy team:  
Honorary Assistant Clergy:  

 

The Revd Malcolm Aldcroft  
The Revd Professor David Brown  
The Revd Canon David Day  
The Revd Anne Haslehurst           
The Revd Canon Dr Ian Michael  
The Revd Gareth Saunders    

Director of Music:  
    Andrew Macintosh M.A., M.Phil., LRSM, ARCO       01382 668911   
   music@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 
   andrew.macintosh@allsaints-standrews.org.uk  

Lectionary Readings and Intercessions: 
    Jim Easton  

 
01334 652887 
jim.easton@allsaints-standrews.org.uk   

Newsletter, Contacts List  & Directory:   
    Ann Loades and 

 
01382 550063  
newsletter@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 

    Eileen Reynolds   01333 320959 
eileen.reynolds@allsaints-standrews.org.uk  

Website Manager: 
    Gareth Saunders    

 
website@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 

mailto:music@allsaints-st-andrews.org.uk
mailto:newsletter@allsaints-st-andrews.org.uk
mailto:website@allsaints-st-andrews.ac.uk

