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From the Rector
Visiting the tropics in November is
quite a confusing affair. Not only
does acclimatization to the high
temperature and humidity require
a few interesting days and nights,
the return to the Scottish winter
then provides a reciprocal challenge.
There are so many contrasts
between our respective cultures
beyond the climatic implications
of high and low latitude, it’s hard
to know where to start describing
them. Perhaps daybreak is as
good a place as any.
Many Ghanaians get up at 4 or 5 am
when it is relatively cool. Services
are held in many local churches at
this time and worshippers are
summoned not with a bell but by
the striking of a section of railway
track, hung on a wooden frame
outside. In 2004 as a parish priest
in London I received one or two
complaints about the church bell
sounding at 7.40am, the earliest I
dared ring the brief sequence
known as the Angelus. That would
clearly not happen in Ghana even
at a much earlier hour.
Although the influence of secularization
has yet to make significant impact
in West Africa, there are hints of
its approach. After the Ordination
service I attended on the Feast of
Christ the King, Bishop Cyril
commented to me that, for his
people, ‘Sunday belongs wholly to
God’. This meant that a service

lasting nearly seven hours was not
problematic for the hundreds of
people attending. Yet Ghanaians
returning from a few years working
in Europe have drunk at a different
cultural well. They have often
stopped going to church and,
back in Ghana, are reluctant to
yield the additional time and
resources they have discovered.
There can be complex mechanisms
at play when a person changes
their cultural setting, especially
from a developing nation, like
Ghana, to a developed one, like
ours. Perhaps because it has more
than seventy distinct ethnic
groups, each with its own language,
Ghana retains quite a strong
sense of national identity and a
set of values which most citizens
would not want to question. Removed
from that context, a person can
quickly learn to value what would
seem to be the greater individual
freedoms that are offered by
more secular European nations,
while they rapidly get richer and
enjoy a considerably higher standard
of living.
From conversations with clergy in
the Diocese of Mampong, such a
person returning to Ghana can be
experienced in their original
setting as being highly individualistic,
both less equipped - and less willing
- to participate in communal life.
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But change is coming. New
patterns of living are already
emerging in the capital city, Accra,
where many working people are
apparently fixated with making
money, leaving little time for
community or even family. Despite
the clergy stipend in Mampong
(the equivalent of £40 per month)
being a fifth of what it is in the
Diocese of Accra, the quality of life
in the capital is perceived as
seriously impoverished.

He that was rich, without any
need,
Appeared in this world in right
poor weed,
To make us that were poor indeed,
Rich without any need, truly.

As in Advent we ponder our degree
of readiness to meet Christ when
he comes, the interaction of our
Christian faith with the surrounding
culture is a fruitful area for reflection.

A noble lesson here is us taught,
To set all worldly riches at naught,
But pray we that we may be
thither brought,
Where riches is everlastingly.

Despite its history of post-colonial
difficulties, Ghana’s culture may
still be rather richer than ours in
spiritual and social capital, which
may sift our notions of wealth.
But the choices that we make as
Christians in community - in our
more secular and fragmented
society - are still precious to God
since we are swimming against
the tide and we seem to delight in
doing so.

English traditional carol, before 1536

With best wishes for a peaceful
happy and blessed Festive season.
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Treasures of All Saints’
Hew Lorimer - Sculptor
One of the most moving of the
works of art contained in All Saints'
Church is the statue of Mother and
Child carved by Hew Lorimer. Let
us try to understand a little of the
man who created this modern
work of art.
Hew was the second son of Robert
Lorimer, who was the youngest
son of Professor James Lorimer and
his wife Hannah Stodart. Robert had
decided to become an architect at
the age of fourteen at around the
time that his parents moved to
Kellie Castle to begin a restoration
project. Robert was knighted in
1911 for his work on the Thistle
Chapel in St Giles Cathedral in
Edinburgh.
Hew was born in Edinburgh in
1907. He attended Loretto School
in Musselburgh, just outside
Edinburgh, then entered Magdalen
College in Oxford. After a year, he
left Oxford and went to France
where he studied French, drew
castles and churches, and thought
about his future. He decided not to
return to his studies at Oxford but
instead to take courses in Design &
Sculpture at Edinburgh College of
Art. He graduated from the College
of Art in 1934 and then became an
apprentice to Eric Gill, a Catholic
sculptor and stone carver whose

studio was based on a medieval
mason's yard. After a year as an
apprentice, Hew left Eric Gill and
soon after this married the artist
Mary McLeod Wylie.
Professor James Lorimer had
restored Kellie Castle, and after
his death in 1890 his wife continued
to live there until her death in
1916. At this time their son, Hew's
uncle, the painter John Henry Lorimer,
took up residence in the castle. He
also had a home called the Gyles in
Pittenweem which he had restored
and, after his death in 1936, Hew
and his wife moved into the Gyles.
At this time Hew's health was poor
and he felt that he would benefit
from the bracing air of the Fife
coast. Kellie Castle was abandoned
after John Henry Lorimer's death
(he was unmarried), and stood
empty and neglected.
In 1941 Hew and his wife Mary
moved into Kellie Castle and began
a second Lorimer restoration. Living
close by in Pittenweem they had
watched the Castle deteriorate for
five years before realising that they
could not stand back and let the
efforts of Hew's grandfather go to
waste. In the following year, while
he was hard at work on the second
restoration of Kellie, Hew sculpted
the Mother and Child to be placed
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in All Saints' Church. Hew, who
was a deeply religious man,
modelled Mary's face on that of
his wife (who of course was also
named Mary). Marie Louise Moffat
writes:
... Mary was built into the pillar to
commemorate Mrs Younger who
did so much to build, furnish and
endow [All Saints'] church. The
caretaker at the time, Doddie
Gourlay, told me what a dreadful
mess and dust was caused by
taking out the original stone to
make way for her. ... Mary is tall,
calm and focussed with the child,
arms outstretched and holding
back her veil. Here we have a wise
young woman who had said her
"yes" to God and holds up her child
to bless us.

twenty-seven foot high Creetown
granite statue of the Mother and
Child sited at Rueval on South Uist
in the Outer Hebrides. He also
designed and carved the tympanum
at St Francis Friary in Dundee. He
continued to undertake many
smaller commissions up to the
1970s.
Hew Lorimer died in 1993. Vincent
Logan, Bishop of the Diocese of
Dunkeld, founded the Hew Lorimer
Trust in 1996 to:
... honour Hew's life and promote
his work, to ensure the safe keeping
of the sculptures at Kellie, and the
maintenance of sculptures elsewhere.
Edmund Robertson

At the time that Hew Lorimer undertook to sculpt the Mother and
Child he had not gained the
reputation as one of Scotland's
leading sculptors which he went on
to achieve in the following decade.
Between 1950 and 1955 he
designed and carved the seven
allegorical figures (Medicine, Science,
History, Poetry, Law, Theology and
Music) for the frontage of the National
Library of Scotland in Edinburgh.
He then worked on Our Lady of the
Isles (completed in 1958), a
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Centenary Restoration 2020 Project
Update from the Treasurer
Considerable progress has been made in the restricted restoration fund
during the year and since 30 September, and the total raised to the date
of writing this article on 3 November is a very encouraging £50,001.71
broken down as follows: –
Donations from individuals

26,815.10

Gift Aid tax recovered

1,049.00

Produce stall

3,654.03

Cream Tea (net)

483.58

Grants from charitable trusts

15,000.00

Grants promised on receipted payments

3,000.00

Total funds raised to 3 November 2017

£50,001.71

Special thanks are due to The Kinburn (St Andrews) Charitable Trust who
awarded us £10,000, to The St Andrews Community Trust who awarded
us £5,000 and to The St Andrews Common Good Fund who pledge
£3,000 upon production of receipted invoices in due course. The outcome of
several other applications is awaited , and the key application to the Heritage
Lottery will be determined late in November so more details will be
announced at the Annual General Meeting.
We will need to raise more funds* from donations and future fundraising
events but the amount raised so far is a major stride along the way and
every donation, no matter how small, is very valuable. Forms are available
on the table in Church or simply donate in an envelope marked
“Restoration” with cash or cheque payable to All Saints’ Church.
We are presently making progress with obtaining tenders for all works
for restoration of the Tower Flat and decisions will be made in early December to
enable all works to commence early in 2018.
Ian Palfrey, 3 November 2017
* see facing page
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Help to raise funds* for All Saints’ Church
To date, 17 members of All Saints’ Congregation have raised £506.25;
why not join us?
The Easy Fundraising website states:
‘It's easy to get started, go to:

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk
and search for your cause – allsaintsstandrews - and join in!
Every time you shop - you can choose from over 3000 retailers -

do it the easyfundraising way!
Help out when you check out - it doesn't cost you a penny extra.
Christmas shopping?
You can make a big difference on everything from groceries to
getaways, travel to toasters, as well as car and home insurance,
broadband and TV, mobiles, gas and electricity, etc!

When you shop the easyfundraising way with one of our
3,135 shops and sites
they give us a commission for your purchase. We turn that into a
donation and give it to your good cause. Easy! ‘
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But will God indeed dwell on the earth?
Rector’s Sermon for Dedication Sunday, 1 October 2017

Every church is, in a sense, a place
of God - a place of the Lord - or in
Greek – transliterated - kyriakon
dôma - the supposed source of the
German word Kirche, Scots kirk
and English church. My earliest
memories of church are of being
taught by my mother to be reverent
and respectful there, because it
was the house of God. But will God
indeed dwell on the earth? Solomon
continued his prayer to God,
noting that Even heaven and the
highest heaven cannot contain
you, much less this house that I
have built!
Apart from the huge bronze altar
of sacrifice, sited approximately at
the location of my study, All Saints’
is roughly the same size and shape
as Solomon’s temple. That is, of
course, not why this place is dear
to us, nor is it why All Saints’ is recognised
as possessing a treasured heritage
by the Scottish Government. Yet
the tone of doubtful assertion present
in King Solomon’s prayer resonates
in the audacious claim which is at
the root of what we celebrate today.
For not only do we assert that this
is a fine example of a - kyriakon
dôma - place of the Lord - we also
assert that our worship here is precious
to God.
Some might find the nature of our
liturgy remote from the pressing

needs of the world; others might
find sheer irrelevance here, still
more an indulgent materialism or
a baffling symbolism. Yet most of
us would agree that to worship as
we do, in a resonantly traditional
way, as members of a rapidly
secularising society, involves having
been given a set of cultural and
spiritual understandings that is no
longer widely shared, and which
probably entails a different
understanding of what it is to be
human - dare I say it even involves
a different way of being human.
From that vantage point, we could
respond by asserting that worship
is never primarily about rehearsing
the world’s needs as defined in
newspaper headlines, nor is it
characterised by modes of
communication that are lucidly
amenable to the literal mind. That
is because worship involves entering
a liminal state on the threshold
between one world and another the temporal, material world, and
the eternal, spiritual world, where
different rules of apprehension,
learning and being apply. There is
a sense in which merely being at
this interface offers the drawing of
spiritual nourishment as we
breathe the enriching vapours of
eternity suffusing across the
interface.
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As well as nourishment, being in a
threshold region - a holy place also offers us a better perspective
for our lives and relationships
through the assurance of - and
encounter with - the supernatural
love that we identify with Jesus
Christ, which is remaking us, forming
of us temples meet for his Spirit.
Some would say that this threshold
is clearer here than in many
churches, because of the history of
deep prayer offered here, both
personally and liturgically, week by
week and day by day. It may be a
Celtic idiom to describe such places where prayer seems particularly
natural and rich - as thin places:
where the boundary between
heaven and earth, supposedly a
mere three feet in separation, is
even narrower.
Now I’ve already implied that not
every contemporary person
recognises the viability of the
holy place or of holy worship. And
that’s nothing new.

My father remembered attending
a court case in the early1930s
brought against a local priest by a
group of Kensitites, followers of
John Kensit, who founded the
Protestant Truth Society and
campaigned vigorously against the
reforms of the Oxford movement.
The case had reached court
because of a public order offence
which took place after a Sunday

service was interrupted. The
Kensitites argued that violence
was a direct result of the form of
worship used, and the leadprotester railed in court against
the moral depravity of ritualism.
At the culmination of the trial, the
judge quietly asked ‘What was
your reason for attending the
church; to worship?’ The public
gallery erupted with laughter and
the case was dismissed.
St Mary’s Bourne Street, one of my
former parishes, had its own approach
to such antics in the 1960s.
Kensitites invaded during a High
Mass only for their shouts to be
drowned out by the organist’s
impromptu playing. Discouraged,
they gave up after a couple of
attempts and were never seen
again. My father taught me never
to argue with an organist at the
console.
At the heart of our worship here
are powerful ways of apprehending
truth through the world of symbols,
of which the Sacraments are a special
subset, instituted by the Lord and
charged with divine initiative. But
there are also sacramentals, symbols
which excite from us helpful
dispositions in proportion to our
faith, understanding and imagination.
Examples of these sacramentals
are sacred music, liturgical gestures,
sacred vestments, incense, processions
and the church building.
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The root meaning of all these
things cannot be just aesthetic or
materialist questions - O, we like
smells and bells, and a good procession too, and isn’t the music
lovely? - but rather the sacramental
life of the community to which
these things excites us. Processions
are beautiful because they remind
us of the great pilgrimage of faith
in which we participate, even of
God walking among his people;
incense is beautiful because its
fragrance and haze reminds us of
our continuity with the worship of
the living God in the ancient temple
of Solomon and points towards the
beauty of the worship of the heavenly
Jerusalem to which we are called
in Christ.
All these beautiful things are an
audacious witness to what God has
done for us in Jesus, which is
always the primary beauty in our
worship. Without such relatedness
to the beauty of God’s love for the
world, what we do here risks
quickly degenerating into a hollow
and preposterous pretence, worthy
perhaps of overturning and cleansing.

However, celebrating the dedication
of this beautiful church building,
good and fitting though it is, risks
missing a really important point.
For the ecclesia is not principally a
place, but the people who gather
to worship together, a community
of people from many different
backgrounds who are being
moulded and built into a temple fit
for the Lord. Even the phrase,
Dedication Festival, is helpfully
ambiguous since it invites us to
perceive that, today, we are invited
to rededicate ourselves as members
of this community, members of the
body of Christ, striving to remain
faithful in worship and service;
seeking to love one another, and
to reach out to those in need, near
and far, whom we also seek to
befriend with the love that we
know in Christ.
Fr Alasdair
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Received from Elaine Wood in response to our recent request for 'Garden Stories':-

My garden story in connection with All Saints' garden is about
a little girl called Fern.
I first met Fern as a babe-in-arms
with her mother Rebecca when
we went to a Lent group in 2011.
Rebecca and I became good
friends straight away. We were
both fairly new to the town and I
wanted to support Rebecca in her
time of early motherhood because
she was a long way from her
home in America. I found in her a
very sincere and special person.
Whilst Rebecca's husband John
worked hard for his PhD, she and I
and little Fern would often meet
up for a chat and an outing to
somewhere like the beach or botanic
garden. We had a lot of fun together
and also found we shared a deep
feeling for Christianity.
I came to really love this family
and we could often be found on
Sunday mornings sitting near each
other for the service at All Saints'
Church, at the statue of Mary. It
always delighted me to see Fern
as she grew into a little girl dancing
and spinning in the aisle as the
hymns were sung. (She also loved
singing especially, 'My Favourite
Things' from the Sound of Music).
Very often she would stand up on
the pews at the front of the
Church and recite the Lord's Prayer
perfectly which amazed me in one
so young.

I told Rebecca how it reminded
me of the story in 'The Golden
Legend' where the infant Mary ran
up the steps of the temple to
greet the priests with a spiritual
feeling well beyond her years, as
her parents Anne and Joachim
looked on, marvelling.
As time went on John completed
his PhD and began to look for a
post further afield. It was clear
they would soon be moving on.
Yet there was much delay in
securing a job and I tried to reassure
Rebecca that there must be deeper
reasons why they were held back
in St Andrews another year.
About this time I felt it would be
very helpful for Fern to be baptised
and encouraged Rebecca to
consider doing this whilst they
were still within the congregation
at All Saints’ since the family were
held in great affection here.
It really pleased me when they
arranged for this sacrament at the
time of Rebecca's parents’ visit
from America. I was very touched
to be asked to carry the candle.
Soon after, John was offered a
very good job in China and the
family were leaving.
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On the last occasion the little family
and I attended All Saints' Church
together it was a sunny Sunday
morning in August, 2015. After the
service Rebecca and I were sitting
on the bench together in All Saints'
garden talking about our time
together in St Andrews and the
future.
Fern, now a proper little girl, was
playing on the flagstones in front
of us. Then, just as we were about
to leave she wrote her name,
somewhat wobbly but quite clear
on the (newly refurbished) paving
stone in front of us with a piece of
chalk. I felt this moment to be very
poignant.
It made me think of the several
times when Jesus Christ writes
upon the ground and how this
always has great meaning.
It dawned on me how the extra
year in St Andrews had really
allowed Fern a chance to have
the time-span and stability she
needed in these first years to
become 'grounded' and strong
enough for the great adventure
and changes now to come.
Seeing Fern inscribe her name on
the paving stone really made me
feel she and the family were ready
to move on, as something was
complete.
I also felt that in this deed Fern
was also telling us that a part of

her and her family would always
be with All Saints’.
And I am sure that many people
who have passed through All
Saints’ and the garden there feel
the same.
Rebecca and John bravely moved
to their new life in China and Fern
soon had a baby
brother to play with,
Robbie. They are all
well.
By the way, on the
paving stone she wrote her whole
name:
Fern Rose
A true flower of All Saints' garden.
Elaine Wood
Do you want YOUR
Newsletter Hot Off the Press?
Please provide your email address to
Eileen—
eileen.reynolds@allsaints-standrews.org.uk
or Ann—
ann.loadse@allsaints-standrews.org.uk
so that we can email it to you and save
paper/toner copying and possibly postage. This
would be a major contribution to our
steps to becoming an Eco-congregation.
If you no longer wish to receive the
newsletter please also let
us
know. Thank you.
The Newsletter is also available on All
Saints Website:www.allsaints-standrews.org.uk
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Thank you!
‘Fr David and Joan are so grateful for the love and support
of you all over the period of Joan's hip replacement
operation. We have both been surrounded by so many
prayers, thoughtful gifts of flowers, cards, telephone
calls, visits, meals, transport lifts and so many other
ways. So many people have been so kind and generous.

'We have missed very much being with you recently.
But Joan is making a steady recovery, and we are eagerly awaiting the time when we shall be able to be
back regularly among you in All Saints.
‘We send our love and best wishes to you all.'
Joan and David
____________________________
Visiting Team
The team exists to provide members of the congregation with the option
of an additional source of contact with All Saints’ outwith worship and
other events. It is not intended to act as a replacement for a pastoral
visit from the Rector or another member of the clergy.
The team members are:
John Beaton
Jim Easton
Marlene Lloyd Evans
Frances Spencer
Jennifer Wylie

01334 470453
01334 652887
01334 470914
07931 722 221
01334 840600

They meet on a quarterly basis with the Rector and Father Ian Michael to
review the list of those members of the congregation currently receiving visits.
If you know of anyone who you think would enjoy a visit from one of
the team, or if you would like a visit yourself, do contact any of the people
listed above. All are very happy to have the opportunity of a chat
(and a cup of tea!) with the congregation.
____________________________
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InterFaith Scotland
Completely by accident a few of us
discovered the InterFaith Scotland
Week which began on 13 November,
and have now visited the excellent
website which lists the inter-faith
groups across Scotland.
The nearest one to St Andrews
appears to be the Dundee Interfaith
Association. So far as I can tell, the
SEC does nothing specifically to
alert its congregations to the
excellent programme of events
for the Week which reaches right
across the country, so if there is
anyone in All Saints’who would
like to be involved in InterFaith
events we should probably contact
the Dundee group in the first
instance, if only to find out when
the Week is to be held in 2018! If
anyone is interested, perhaps let
me know via
al91@st-andrews.ac.uk
or leave me a note in All Saints’
vestibule? The events I was
fortunate enough to discover
were a play put on by a professional
group at the Byre Theatre, and a
Building Bridges Symposium 2017
over two days concerned with
Interfaith Dialogue and Art which
took place at Al-Maktoum College
of Higher Education in Dundee –
easy to find, plenty of parking, and
very hospitable. There were some
very interesting lectures, from one
of which we took away a very
important principle about not

‘bearing false witness’ about anyone’s
faith –central to dialogue and
understanding one another, surely.
There were also fascinating workshops on Calligraphy (Arabic and
Persian), painting, and Henna Design
as well as on poetry and spirituality.
There was an important dialogue
with Youth InterFaith Leaders
from the Church of Scotland and
Interfaith Scotland on conflict
resolution in Rwanda. The days
concluded with a very moving
Lebanese film, ‘Where do we go
now?’ Written and directed by
Nadine Labaki, which won the
People’s Choice Award at the 2011
Toronto International Film Festival.
We did not have an opportunity to
visit the Mosque on this occasion,
though this could be arranged if
anyone is interested? And could
we arrange a ‘return’ hospitable
visit one day?
The College runs a stimulating
programme of evening (6 p.m.)
public lectures:openlectures@almcollege.org.uk
Finally, just in case anyone could
alert someone to the opportunity,
the College runs an Advanced Diploma
in Islamic Studies, approved etc.
by the Scottish Qualifications
Authority. The courses look most
interesting!
Ann Loades
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Flashing Buddhas and Careless Colonials
David Brown
Like Christianity and Islam, Buddhism
has two main streams that are
rather different from one another.
Mahayana (‘great vehicle’)
Buddhism is more like Christianity,
with a belief in the possibility of
divine help towards salvation,
whereas Theravada (‘the way of
the elders’) insists that the historical
Gautama Buddha (6th or 5th century
BC – the precise dates are disputed)
only ever intended to offer himself
as an example, with everything
then left up to ourselves. The result
is that in many western textbooks
the belief system is presented as
more like a philosophy than a religion,
and this is also the usual account
one finds in radio or TV programmes.
Certainly, the earliest surviving
texts would seem to support just
such an interpretation but theory
and practice do not always coincide, so it was with considerable
interest that I recently took the
opportunity to visit one of the
countries in this tradition, Burma
or Myanmar.as it is now called
(the other two are Sri Lanka and
Thailand).

The two thousand or so surviving
from the early medieval city of
Pagan (now Bagan) is one of the
great sights of the Far East, but
equally in the capital Rangoon
(now Yangon), the Shwedagon
Pagoda cannot help but overwhelm
by its immense scale, variety of
imagery, and sheer amount of
gold and precious jewels used in
its construction. Even today one
can see ordinary individuals
pasting small amounts of beaten
gold onto already heavily burdened
statues. In theory this is supposed
to betoken simply gratitude for
the Buddha’s example but as with
the claim to possess and honour
relics such practice is more plausibly
read as a means of deepening an
already existing relationship
between the worshipper and a
Buddha seen as more than merely
human, something that one finds
reflected in the scale of temple
statues which are almost always
very large, though admittedly in
the home or on public transport
more modest versions are to be found.

Myanmar is a country of great
wealth and terrible poverty, of
modern cities and primitive villages,
of visually stunning forests and
lakes as well as the golden pagodas
for which it is best known.
All Saints’ Newsletter Advent 2017
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as the gift of children. In addition,
flowers and incense sticks are routinely
presented, as well as money, often
conspicuously displayed in seethrough offertory boxes.
One could of course blame all such
practices on the influence of Hinduism
or the earlier animist religion. But,
while it is true that statues of Hindu
gods and the thirty-seven universally
acknowledged nats or spirits do
sometimes appear in Buddhist
temples, it would perhaps be truer
to say that everything is to be
found within them from the highest
forms of intellectual mediation to
the worst forms of superstition.
That said, though, how does it
come across as a religion? Ignoring
questions of truth, I must admit to
having been rather favourably
impressed, not least by the degree
to which the religion permeates
social attitudes as a whole. Thus
each village temple does act as a
resource centre, with monks and
nuns providing all sorts of advice
and practical help, with most of
the nation’s schools and orphanages
under their care. It is, however, a
two-way dependence. Monks and
nuns are expected to go out each
morning to beg for food, an experience
shared by most of the laity at some
point in their lives, as most children
have a brief period of three

months’ probation around the age
of seven. A tremendous sense of
an interdependent community is
thus created, with generosity of
spirit more natural than not. Nor is
the form of education narrow.
Once restricted only to the practice
of Buddhism, a comprehensive
curriculum is now the norm.
Not that all forms of innovation
have proved welcome. There has
been a huge upsurge of popularity
for flashing coloured neon lights
about the Buddha’s face – altogether
too gaudy for my liking. Equally
disconcerting are statues of a
chain-smoking saint with a fag
hanging from his mouth! Yet even
with the trinket shops on the way
to the shrines, the dominant sensibility
within is one of reverence. Shoes
and socks must be removed, while
the sheer number of images
means that worshippers can easily
find a quiet, favoured spot for
obeisance (kneeling and bowing
with feet tucked under). In most
cases individuals act on their own
but corporate chants can be organised,
while on particular festival days
sometimes everyone is involved.
So, for instance, I was fortunate to
witness celebrations for a Shan
national day in which young men
and women from the tribal villages
competed in dancing competitions.
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I doubt if many of similar age in
Britain could have matched such
grace and joy in movement.
Some readers may be shocked that
I have not mentioned thus far the
persecution of the Rohingya Muslim
minority. Nothing can of course
excuse such conduct, especially
the way it has been initiated by
Buddhist monks. But it is as well to
acknowledge the contribution of
British colonialism in generating
such attitudes. Three wars over
trade in the nineteenth century
resulted in a British decision to
abolish the monarchy and all
‘Burman’ institutions (the name
for the largest tribal group). The
result, as in Ireland, was a new
search for identity through religion
that was intensified by the British
decision to divide and rule: first, by
setting the other tribes against the
Burman in allowing only them into
the local army; and secondly, by
bringing in hundreds of thousands
of Indians to conduct trade. The
result was a decision by the Burman
majority initially to join the Japanese
in trying to expel the British, and
later, after independence, mass
expulsions of Indians, of which the
current crisis is the latest phase.
Apart from a large number of
American Baptist conversions
among minority tribes, Christianity
had little success in the country,
and one can quite see why. Based

on his own experience, George
Orwell’s Burmese Days (1934) portrays
an extraordinarily blinkered colonial
class that refused any serious
engagement with the natives.
They even insisted on keeping
their shoes on, as they entered
Buddhist temples, something now
totally forbidden to tourists! One
of the undoubted advantages of
visits to such exotic places is the
quite different perspectives it can
offer, including backwards upon
one’s own culture.
________________

David Brown has published in the
journal Theology 2017, vol.20 (6)
412-418 an article entitled 'The
equal marriage debate: A view
from the margins', the Abstract of
which reads: 'This essay argues
that the churches should abandon
their current role in administering
state marriage regulation and instead
focus on how through prayers of
blessing they might encourage and
celebrate in a truly inclusive way
all forms of human relationship
(sexual or otherwise) that can lead
to the development and flourishing
of human beings'.
Some readers may have access to
the journal on line or in a library,
but if not, and you would be interested
to read it, please email

al91@st-andrews.ac.uk with
your name and address; a copy
will be supplied for you!
Ann Loades
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Congregational Conversation:
Anne and Peter Haselhurst
Anne and Peter first met in 1971-1972 when Anne spent her ‘Junior
Year’ (her third year) in St Andrews, as an undergraduate from Macalester
College, Minnesota, concentrating on Greek Ancient History and English.
She chose St Andrews because she had earlier visited under the auspices of
the American International Friendship Society, where she stayed in University
Hall presided over by Miss Lorna Walker. It is noteworthy for her future
vocation that she had developed a talent for ‘public speaking’ as a
member of her High School Debating Team, taking part in State-wide
competitions. As an undergraduate she lived in Abbotsford Hall, and
met Peter, studying economics (his main field) and history in his graduating
year.
Their commitment to one another
was sustained by correspondence
when Anne returned to Macalester
for her fourth (Senior) graduation
year, whilst Peter completed a
Postgraduate Certificate in Education
at St Martin’s, Lancaster.
They married in July 1973, Peter
travelling to meet Anne’s parents,
whilst she met his just three days
before the wedding, fortunately all
much enjoying one another’s company!
Comparing family notes as it were,
they learned that Anne’s father
came from a relatively poor family, becoming the first in his family
to get to university in Oklahoma,
followed by service in the US navy,
from which he was sent to Harvard
Business School, emerging as a
Paymaster for the navy. He met
Anne’s mother after the war, in
Akron, Ohio where she too had
been a first-generation

university student at Akron University (reading English and Journalism),
and in time editor of the company
newspaper for the General Tire
Company in Akron. Anne has two
brothers, one of whom runs a
company which builds, sets up and
repairs computers. Peter’s father
had to take the tough route of
completing an external degree in
Law in London University, becoming
an Articled Solicitor, followed by a
stint in the navy. His family developed
a base in Northwich, Cheshire,
where interest in the Law has
resulted in Peter’s brother becoming
a barrister.
Peter’s first teaching position was
in Essex, so for eleven years they
lived in Chelmsford, Anne
experiencing a variety of ‘work
experience’ which included a short
stint as a sales assistant in Boots
(chemists) and a more extended
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period with Essex County Council
as an administrator. Their two children
born in Chelmsford are both now
located in Birmingham, Laura as
an administrator in the Probation
Service, and Adam as a lawyer in
the Environment Agency. The
family made a crucially important
move in 1984, when Peter moved
to be Head of Economics at Culford
School (founded in 1935 and with
Methodist roots). There he was
integral to a school making some
very significant changes, as a result in 1972 of becoming one of
the first UK boarding-and-day
schools to go co-educational (and
hence including a significant
proportion of female staff members),
and with an age range nowadays
stretching from ‘nursery’ to
‘seniors’.
Home was in Bury St Edmunds,
and when the children were still
very young, Anne was able to
work from home to qualify as a
Lay Reader. It was whilst attending
an Ordination Service presided
over by Bishop Eric Devenport
that Anne first found herself
thinking about the possibility of
ordination for herself. As it so
happened, the Warden for Lay
Readers became the Diocesan
Director of Ordinands, and it was
he who suggested to Anne that
she apply through what was then
the procedure for the assessment

of possible candidates, and having
been accepted, she worked
through the East Anglican
Ministerial Training Course as a
part-time candidate, with two
invaluable and supportive Tutors,
fitting in week-end and Summer
Schools over a three year period.
She was ordained a Deacon in
1992 and was appointed to St
John the Evangelist Church in
Bury St Edmunds, from which her
‘training incumbent’ departed in
a very short time, leaving her for
two years as a Deacon in charge
of the parish! For a few years the
parish learned from first-hand
experience what it was like to
have to find ordained males for
Eucharistic celebrations whilst
pastoral care and many other
responsibilities were Anne’s
responsibilities.
Ordained priest in 1994, after
the Church of England had seen
through the necessary changes in
its legislation, she celebrated her
first Eucharist in 1994, and then
moved to be Vicar of Fordham St
Peter and St Mary Magdalene
and St. Mary's Kennett in the Diocese
of Ely in 1995. Peter of course
was long used to working with
women from his days at Culford.
Neither he nor Anne are remotely
‘fazed’ by those still suffering
some form of disquiet about the
ordination of women to the
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priesthood, with all that entails,
including the reception of the
Eucharist from their hands.
In 2006, however, Peter and Anne
moved to Cupar, where Anne became
Rector of St James the Great, Cupar,
and St Mary’s, Ladybank for nine
years, Peter teaching at both Bell
Baxter School and St Leonard’s.
One of the features most warmly
remembered from their nine years
there was the ecumenism to be
enjoyed between the five churches:
Baptist, Roman Catholic, two
Church of Scotland churches and
Episcopalian, with each church
taking it in turns to organise for a
year the different services and occasions
all could attend, which created
warm friendships across the local
community – not just in the
churches.
Peter finally retired from his long
and distinguished teaching career
in 2014, and Anne from full-time
ministry in 2015. Retirement in St
Andrews was long a possibility:
and it is much to the pleasure and
gratitude of the All Saints’ community
that we find them among us!

Wednesday Club
Are you free on a Wednesday
afternoon at 2.00pm?
Members would be delighted to
see anyone who has some time to
spare!
Why not come along to join the
merry throng in the Hall at All
Saints’ ? You can play Scrabble,
Triominos, or just socialise
while you enjoy a cup of tea!
All Welcome!
Further details from Ryan Smith:
07703 442 686
ryan26smith94@hotmail.co.uk

Ann Loades
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All Saints’ Church, St Andrews
Rector: The Revd Dr Alasdair Coles

01334 473193

rector@allsaints-standrews.org.uk
Unless in a dire emergency, please note that
the Rector is NOT available on Tuesdays
Vestry Secretary:

(Until 10 December 2017)

Mrs Liz Sidebottom

01334 477822
vestrysecretary@allsaints-standrews.org.uk

Admin Assistant:

admin@allsaints-standrews.org.uk

Sarah Moerman

01334 473193; 07498 350223

Clergy team: Honorary Assistant Clergy:
The Revd Malcolm Aldcroft

01334 650 264

The Revd Professor David Brown

01382 550 063

The Revd Canon David Day

01334 476 991

The Revd Anne Haselhurst

01334 209 068

The Revd Canon Dr Ian Michael

01334 473 901

The Revd Gareth Saunders

07732 356 123

Director of Music:

01382 668911

Andrew Macintosh MA, MPhil., LRSM, ARCO
music@allsaints-standrews.org.uk
andrew.macintosh@allsaints-standrews.org.uk
Lectionary Readings & Intercessions:

jim.easton@allsaints-standrews.org.uk

Jim Easton

01334 652887

Newsletter, Contacts List & Directory:
Ann Loades
&

01382 550063
newsletter@allsaints-standrews.org.uk

Eileen Reynolds

01333 320959
eileen.reynolds@allsaints-standrews.org.uk

Website Manager:
Gareth Saunders

website@allsaints-standrews.org.uk
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Notes from the Vestry
The Vestry met on 30th October,
the fourth meeting this year.
Quite a change from 2016 (seven
meetings) and 2015 (ten
meetings); however, much work is
done between the formal
meetings by all members of Vestry, keeping in contact by email/
telephone. This ensures that all
can keep a finger on the pulse and
it speeds the work up. The Fabric
and Finance Committee brings
recommendations to Vestry for
final decision and this has also
streamlined the work of Vestry
meetings considerably!

A great deal of Vestry work this
year has been devoted to property
maintenance and general property
matters, including a review of our
Quinquennial Building Survey. In
particular, the leaking Church roof
has had to be tackled. The damage
caused, not only to the roof itself
but also to the parquet flooring and
stone walls required urgent action
and an application for a grant
from the Heritage Lottery Fund
(HLF) has been prepared. Temporary
holding repairs have minimised further
damage but, obviously, we hope
to be able to start full repairs in
the new year. Included in this will
be external repairs to the North
Hall Lantern, delayed from earlier
in the year so that it could be

included with the HLF application.
Thanks are due to the Rector and
Treasurer, Ian Palfrey, for the time
required to ensure our application
for funding would have the best
possible chance of success. Ian
has also beavered away in submitting
applications for grant funding
from numerous charities with
considerable success. You will see
from the Annual Accounts how the
Restoration Appeal is progressing.
Every penny counts and the Vestry
is most grateful for the Congregation’s
continued support in the task of
repairing and maintaining our
lovely Church.
Listed building status and Conservation Area requirements on all of
our properties involve more than
the usual planning permission
when repairs are required and
therefore it is only right that we
acknowledge the work of the Fabric
and Finance Committee for all
they have done this year. Work is
progressing to bring the Tower
Flat back into use and contractors
will be appointed shortly to carry
out this work.
Many other repairs/purchases
have been made this year by
volunteers, without whom the
Church premises would be the
poorer. We have been fortunate in
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years past to have so many beautiful
items in the Church and it is our
duty to care for and repair them
when necessary to ensure they are
available for future generations.
Our halls continue to be well used
and a small increase in rental
charges will help with the everrising cost of heating and lighting.

PVG training has also been undertaken
and our Pastoral Visiting Team
assists the Clergy Team as required
in maintaining contact with those
less able to attend the Church.
Please contact the Rector if you
would like to receive a visit.
All Saints’ welcome and hospitality
to all has been well recognised in
the past few weeks with the
Scottish Guild of Servers holding
their AGM with a post-meeting
lunch. They were most grateful to
all those who helped on the day
and provided refreshments. Andrew
Seenan has been appointed as
Guardian of Fife and Fr Alasdair
appointed to the Council. Our
Cream Tea Fundraiser and the All
Saints’ Patronal lunch also drew
large gatherings and were enjoyed
by all. The dishwasher and those
still using rubber gloves were
gratefully appreciated too! Our
regular organisers of our hospitality
events come to the fore but
additional helpers are always
needed. If you would like to

support the team please let Fr
Alasdair know.
By the time this Newsletter is published
we shall have new members of
Vestry to welcome who will have
been elected at the AGM. The
contact details of all the Vestry
will appear elsewhere in this
Newsletter. Please do not hesitate
to contact Vestry if you wish to
raise any issue. Our thanks also go
to those members of Vestry
standing down this year: Marlene
Lloyd Evans and Berenice Smith.
Both, however, are not disappearing from the scene. Marlene
will continue with her Sacristan
duties and Berenice will continue
to wield her clipboard at the
appropriate time!
The Vestry joins me in thanking
you, who contribute to the life and
work of the Church quietly behind
the scenes, in small but most valuable
ways, and wish you all a very Happy
Christmas. We look forward to the
challenge of continued work in
2018.
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STOP PRESS!

Members of Vestry, following the AGM
on Sunday 10 December 2017

Rector’s Warden

Fiona Seenan

People's Warden

Jim Easton

Treasurer

Ian Palfrey

Vestry Secretary

Campbell Watterson

Lay Representative

Ann Loades

Alternative Lay Representative

Euan Grant

Protection of Vulnerable Groups

Ann Loades

Elected members of Vestry
John Beaton

Val Gardner

Tig Lang

Campbell Watterson

————————————————
The proceeds from the St Nicholas Fayre have benefitted
the Restoration Appeal in the sum of just over £2,000.
Heartfelt thanks to all who contributed in any way
to raise this splendid sum
Christmas Stall

£505 Tombola

£200

Mulled Wine

£60.20 Weigh the Cake

£60

Knick Knacks

£53.85 Christmas Quiz

£63

Guess the Money

£21.19 Frances’ Knitting

£217.50

£310 Donations etc

£201.19

Serving
Produce Stall

£307.02
Sub-total

To come for knitting

£1,998.95
£16.50

Grand Total
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