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FROM THE RECTOR 
 

As announced to the congregation on Sunday 31st August, after eighteen 
years as Rector, I shall be leaving All Saints at the end of November.  
The intention is to take a period of sabbatical leave first: there is some 
writing and some studying I should like to do, while reflecting on what 
form my vocation and ministry might take in the years that remain 
before retirement.  It is big decision, but one that was not quickly or 
lightly made, and certainly not without the support of Sheila. 
 
There is much that we shall miss about All Saints and we trust we shall 
have time and opportunity to say this before we go.  It is a very 
particular church in a very particular place, constantly refreshed, as is 
evident in this Newsletter, by those who come and stay and then move 
on again.  But move on we all must, in some way or another, at some 
time or another. 
 
Having worked towards, and then produced, a Mission Action Plan 
(MAP) for the coming years, the congregation has taken considerable 
steps to think about its life and its witness to the Gospel in this town.  
This discernment of the congregation's mission and ministry will 
continue as projects included in the MAP begin to take shape: there is 
an article about these contained here as well.  Further discernment will 
take place in the weeks and months that follow my departure, as the 
Bishop, the Vestry, and others begin the process of appointing a new 
Rector, and a new chapter in the life of this community of faith begins. 
 
Meanwhile, although our paths diverge, we shall remember you in our 
prayers and I hope you will remember us in yours. 
 

With every blessing 
 

Fr Jonathan 
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PEOPLE 
 
It has been a busy summer for ROB GLENNY, a member of the serving team 
at All Saints while an undergraduate here studying theology.  He was ordained 
deacon in Oxford on 5th July and was married to Beth Allison on 9th September, 
also in Oxford.  The ceremony was conducted by The Reverend Peter Dobson, 
a curate in Newcastle.  Not only were Rob, Beth and Peter all Divinity students 
at St Andrews, but they were all members of a vocations' group, run by Fr 
Jonathan, during their time at university. 
 

Next month there is another important date in Rob's diary as he has been 
selected to play cricket for the Church of England against the Vatican.  The 
match will take place at Canterbury on 19th September.  Speaking about the 
fixture during a recent visit to Rome, Archbishop Justin Welby joked that it 
was the first match between the two sides since the Reformation.  (The first 
definite mention of the sport dates to 1598, some sixty years after the 
Reformation began in England.) 
 

An article in a recent issue of the Church Times revealed that Rob is the 
opening bowler for the Church of England team and a lower-order batsman.  
Asked about his best and worst cricketing moments, Rob said this: 'My best 
cricketing experience was sitting down in the pub with my club team for a 
well-earned pint after a hard-fought victory, and a non-churchgoing team mate 
asking, “Rob, if all Christians believe in God, why do you need so many 
denominations?”  My worst cricketing experience was not really having a good 
answer.' 
 

 
 

While remaining on the sporting theme, did you know that All Saints figured in 
the medal table at the recent Commonwealth Games in Glasgow?  Well, almost.  
JOHN BUCHANAN, who runs the judo club in our hall on Thursday 
afternoons and evenings, won a bronze medal in the under 60kg class.  
Congratulations to John who returned to the Scottish team at the ripe old age of 
38 and whose children were present to see participate. 
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SARAH MACMILLAN undertook a placement at All Saints a couple of years 
ago as part of her training for the ordained ministry with the Theological 
Institute of the Scottish Episcopal Church.  It has been busy summer for Sarah, 
too.  In June she married William Shaw, curate at the cathedral in Edinburgh, 
and in September, she will be ordained deacon, to serve her curacy in Colinton 
at St Cuthbert's Church. 
 

The ordination service takes place at 3.30pm on Sunday 28th September at St 
Mary's Cathedral, Palmerston Place, Edinburgh.  Sarah would be delighted to 
see any members of All Saints who were able to be there. 
 

 
 

Celebrations and farewells!  At the agape on Sunday 24 September there were 
warm congratulations to various members of the congregation. First of all to 
JIM EASTON on reaching his seventieth  birthday.  Of the three magnificently 
decorated cakes produced by Janet Reid, Jim's had a special ornament: a 
miniature grand piano and accompanying stool.  With some of the cake, this 
memento of the occasion was to be much enjoyed by a family gathering of 
fifteen later in the day. 
 

The second cake was for CHRISTOPH MAYR, who will be much missed as 
the principal bass voice in the All Saints choir, and for his genial contributions 
to Vestry where he has contributed a much-needed perspective, at the same 
time working at his higher degree – which we sincerely hope he will have time 
to complete!  He has clearly had a whale of a time in St Andrews as a singer in 
various university enterprises and as a producer for St Andrews Opera.  His 
new position in London is with a music agency with particular connections to 
Germany.  His charm and intelligence should take him far, and we wish him 
well. 
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Finally, the three members of the PAZDZIORA family – Rebecca and John and 
little Fern- will no longer grace the congregation. Watching Fern grow, learn to 
sing parts of the liturgy, and in the  south side aisle, to dance some of it in her 
lovely outfits, has been a breath of fresh air to those of us who sit nearby. 
Rebecca has had her work cut out sustaining the family group whilst John 
completed his doctorate, launched into his publishing ventures, and became a 
valuable adjunct to the Friday seminars in Theology, Imagination and the Arts 
in the Divinity School – which gave him a different institutional base from his 
original one in English. Nothing if not enterprising, the family move to a very 
new university in the south of China, where all three will tackle Mandarin- 
developing one of Rebecca’s outstanding gifts as a linguist! 
 

 
 

NOTE FROM JOSH TOWNSON 
 
Josh Townson was one of our graduating, and therefore departing, 
students earlier in the summer.  He gave a note to the Rector, saying 
this: 
I just wanted to say thank you to... the whole of the All Saints' 
congregation for providing me with a spiritual home for the four years 
of my degree.  It has been such a wonderful privilege to serve at the 
church and I know I shall struggle to find anywhere as special.  I will 
miss you all.  God bless! 

Josh 
 

NOTE FROM DAVID & JOAN DAY 
 
Fr David and Joan Day would like to thank everybody most warmly for all 
your cards, gifts, love, prayers and practical support over the period of  David’s 
recent surgery and time in hospital in Kirkcaldy. Everybody has been so kind 
and supportive and we are both so grateful to you all, as are all our family. It 
has meant so much to us. 

David & Joan 
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A WEEK ON IONA 
by Alex Taylor 

 
If one was to compose a history of religion in the British Isles – and 
especially the history of Christianity – one wouldn’t get very far without 
mentioning the island of Iona. A place of stark and windswept beauty, 
this little island off the coast of Mull has been a place of prayer and 
pilgrimage for nearly one and a half millennia. From the great Irish 
monastic tradition established by St Columba in AD 563, through the 
turbulence of the Middle Ages and the Reformation, and finally to the 
founding of the modern Iona Community by George MacLeod in the 
1930s, Iona has always maintained a powerful place in the spiritual 
landscape of Scotland. The eighteenth-century writer Samuel Johnson 
was so moved by the ruins of the mediaeval abbey that he declared, 
“That man is little to be envied … whose piety would not grow warmer 
among the ruins of Iona.” 
 
Many people have said that part of what makes Iona such a powerful 
place is that actually getting there is such a trek that it in some sense 
builds you up for the experience. They were certainly not wrong about it 
being a long trek! A full day’s journey from St Andrews including three 
ferry crossings as well as navigating the single-lane roads of the Ross of 
Mull meant that by the time I arrived in Iona I felt exhausted before I 
had even begun. Ironically, of course, in the days when the main 
transport routes around Scotland were in fact by boat, Iona was never 
considered an isolated haven but was situated in the main thoroughfare 
of commerce and communication that kept it connected to the wider 
world. And yet, for modern visitors, its remoteness seems to add to 
something of a romantic nature about the place: a little island far from 
civilisation where people can go to be at peace with God and with 
themselves. Whether this is a good or a bad thing is not for me to judge, 
but it is certainly interesting to consider how people can find many 
different meanings in the same place, situation or atmosphere. 
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Iona Abbey dominates the east side of the island. It stood in ruins for many 
centuries after the Reformation until it was rebuilt in various stages in the early 
twentieth century. In 1938, a Church of Scotland minister named George 
MacLeod, inspired by Iona’s spiritual history, established an ecumenical 
Christian group called the Iona Community in the rebuilt abbey church and 
buildings. Still living and thriving today, the Iona Community is committed to 
renewing the spiritual life of the Church through prayer, fellowship, liturgy and 
a dedication to spreading peace and justice. Whilst not a monastic order, the 
Community is nevertheless inspired by the religious life that existed on Iona 
for many years, and invite guests to join them at the abbey to share in the 
worship and communal life that they have re-established there. 
 

As a guest at Iona, it was into this life that I was welcomed. I was one of 
maybe 40 or so guests staying in the MacLeod Centre, a residential 
building next to the abbey, with people from all the way round the world; 
many from across Scotland or the rest of the UK, and some from as far 
away as Ottawa! There were a huge variety of ages, personalities, 
backgrounds and denominations, something also reflected among the 
staff and volunteers who worked with the Iona Community on a more 
permanent basis. We ate meals together, all helping to set up and clear 
away, and took turns doing daily chores to keep the MacLeod Centre 
shipshape. However, our day was really structured around the worship 
life of the Abbey. At 9am and 9pm every day, a service was held to give 
thanks to God for the work and witness of all who were gathered there. 
The morning service was much like the office of Morning Prayer, but the 
evening service varied greatly each day, from Taize services and healing 
services to services for celebrating inclusivity and diversity within the 
Christian Church. The liturgy was modern, creative and highly inclusive, 
with great emphasis placed on God as a God of love and joy, not of anger 
and judgement. The hymns and prayers used rich and artistic imagery 
that was steeped in the Celtic tradition but still applicable to the lives of 
people living in the modern world. 
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This is not to say, however, that I found the Iona Community to be 
perfect. I for one craved a greater degree of silence in the life of the 
Abbey. Silence enables us to just be ourselves with God, cutting through 
the barriers that we erect to keep ourselves safe, to give ourselves 
comfort. When the world is cruel and bitter beyond belief, we cannot 
always speak to God. We can only sit in silence and let God sit with us. It 
seems to me that the sacraments – which are so very central to the life 
of our own church here – are based in the same principle. It is 
sometimes about letting God do the initiating, about trusting that God is 
here even if we don’t see him. 
 
Nonetheless, at the heart of the contemplative tradition is the need for a balance 
between prayer and action. It is here that the true strength of the Iona 
Community can be seen. Worship leads into a desire for real change, to 
challenge the status quo and to fight against hatred and injustice. The Iona 
Community seem to hold as their central tenet that the face of God is in every 
situation and in every person, if only we have eyes to see him. They are 
committed to treating every person as an individual who is deeply cherished by 
God; whether to women who are sensing a call to the priesthood, to the LGBT 
community who so often are marginalised by the mainstream Church, to those 
who are healing from pains and trauma – often the pain and trauma caused by 
abusive and authoritarian types of religion – and those whom society at large 
often overlooks and forgets about. What the Iona Community excels at doing is 
reaching out to people where they are, not trying to make them like ‘us’ but 
helping them to be who God wants them to be. 
 

The life of worship and fellowship on Iona can be an example to the 
whole worldwide Church – a wake-up call perhaps, to re-evaluate what 
it is that is really important. When St Lawrence of Rome was asked to 
present the treasures of the Church to the Roman prefect, he was said to 
have brought with him the poor, the blind and the lame; the true 
treasures of the Church, for in each of them the face of Christ was to be 
seen. The work of the Iona Community imbues us with hope for a 
renewed and renewing Church, which can practice the presence of God, 
and still be able to build the Kingdom here and now. 
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 UNIVERSITY CHAPLAINCY 

BEFRIENDING SCHEME 
 

Last year, students from 14 different countries signed up for this scheme to be 
put in touch with local people, with postgraduate Masters' students from China 
the largest group.  Befrienders are asked to meet their students at least twice a 
semester, for coffee, or an outing, or a meal.  Students are usually in pairs and 
the organisers of the scheme aim to introduce Befrienders and students at a pot 
luck supper in October.  The scheme is open to students of any faith or none 
and is especially intended for students whose first language is not English. 
 

If you think you would like to become a Befriender, please be in touch with the 
organisers: 
 

Fiona Barnard (Fiona.BS@tesco.net) or 

The Chaplaincy Office (chaplain@st-andrews.ac.uk) 

with your contact details and which church you attend. 
 

 
 

UNIVERSITY ORGAN RECITALS 
St Salvator's Chapel : Tuesdays at 1.10pm 

 

Some given by organists familiar to All Saints... 
 

23rd September : John Kitchen 

7th October : Tom Wilkinson 

28th October : George Barrett 
25th November : Andrew Macintosh 

 
 

 

THE NUTCRACKER 
Bolshoi Ballet production, live-streamed to Dundee Contemporary Arts, 

Sunday 21st December at 3pm : Tickets £9.75 

If you are interested in this year's outing to the ballet, please speak to Ann 
Loades as soon as possible as tickets are going fast 
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CONGREGATIONAL CONVERSATIONS: 

ROBIN & GAVIN WHITE 
 

Where to begin with two lives begun on different continents, meeting in 
another, and finally settling in St Andrews?  Beginning with Robin, 
however, she was born in England but evacuated to live with her grand-
parents near Dublin for the duration of the Second World War.  She re-
turned to the United Kingdom for her remaining education, opting to 
train as a nurse at Hope Hospital in Salford, followed by midwifery 
training in Kent.  With the generosity and compassion of those who 
spend part of their lives in medical work abroad, Robin went to a UMCA 
(Universities' Mission to Central Africa) hospital in what was then Tan-
ganyika, now Tanzania.  There she found herself working with others as 
best they could in the interests of mothers and their babies, in condi-
tions still all too familiar in parts of the world.  If unforeseen problems 
arose, not every woman would survive a journey over rough roads to 
somewhere with more expertise available, but of course the hospital 
where Robin worked was a godsend to many.  And no-one could have 
predicted that it would be in Tanganyika that she would meet Gavin – 
nor he, her! 
 

Gavin's original home was Montreal, but the family moved around Can-
ada as long as his father was in the army, so he became familiar with 
places as different as Hamilton in Ontario and Nova Scotia.  He was 
then briefly at McGill University, worked in an office in Toronto, and 
finished his degree in General Arts at Toronto University.  This was fol-
lowed by two years with the weather service in the Canadian Arctic.  He 
then sailed to Britain and the theological college of St Stephen's House 
in Oxford, with the liturgist Arthur Couratin as its principal, for ordina-
tion training.  He served a curacy in Quebec City, from where he re-
turned to the Arctic for what Gavin describes as the best job he ever had.  
This was as chaplain to construction workers building radar stations, 
many of the men being from his native Quebec.  He also took services in 
the Inuit language on the side. 
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The next, and less happy, experience was at an iron ore mine in Labra-
dor, where he was responsible for a nearby Cree encampment – though 
he never acquired fluency in that language.  Having nowhere else to stay, 
he camped in a room behind the chapel until construction workers took 
pity on him and let him live in their bunkhouse.  In 1959 he fulfilled a 
long-held ambition and sailed to Tanganyika and the mission station 
where Robin was soon to be posted.  They married in 1963, by which 
time Gavin was at the college in Kenya, and they have a splendid photo-
graph of the occasion. 
 

St Paul's College, Limuru, over the border in Kenya, trained Anglicans, 
Presbyterians, and Methodists in that country, and Gavin was to be a 
link with the UMCA dioceses as well as lecturing in Church History, Is-
lam (which he studied in Jerusalem) and New Testament Greek.  When 
Robin joined him she provided medical care for the students and their 
families.  And there Rehema was born – she now works in Sustainable 
Development at the University of St Andrews.  After four and a half 
years at Limuru, Gavin's posting came to an end and family moved to 
New York, where Gavin studied for his master's degree at General Theo-
logical Seminary, and where Peter, now in IT after a career in physics, 
was born. 
 

Next ame London, where Stephen (now an economist with the Europe-
an Commission) was born, and where Gavin worked for a PhD in Afri-
can history, with a thesis on the Kikuyu Crisis of 1913, supervised by Ro-
land Oliver, famed for his long and distinguished service at the School of 
Oriental and African Studies.  After this, came a temporary appointment 
at Glasgow University, which in fact stretched from 1970 until 1992, as 
lecturer in Church History.  On Sundays he filled in during vacancies or 
sickness in over twenty local churches, sometimes briefly, sometimes for 
as much as a year. 
 

Robin, however, seems to have felt bereft of small persons in her life, 
since when Stephen had turned just five years old, she began to foster 
babies for the Episcopal Adoption Society, and then later for the local 
council.  As times changed, the family switched to taking older children 
who needed care, for one reason or another, and then respite care and 
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child-minding as children were referred by a local health practice.  It is 
those who joined the White household beyond babyhood who are most 
likely to keep in touch, even after the final move, to St Andrews in 1994, 
joining All Saints when Brian Hardy was Rector.  Gavin had a 
grandfather who came from here, though by the time Robin and Gavin 
arrived, the older network of kin had moved away, but their flat in 
Market Street is clearly the venue for many children and grandchildren. 
 

Ann Loades 
 
 

 
 
 

MISSION ACTION PLANNING 
 

One of the action points included in the Mission Plan, as a result of 
suggestions from the congregation, is the setting up of a Pastoral Team 
to provide support for anyone needing help.  Of course, members of the 
congregation already do a lot for one another on an unofficial basis but 
the aim is to have a more formal system in place as well. 
 
In deciding how to set this up, it has become clear that as this would be 
work carried out on behalf of the church, we must adhere to the code of 
practice required for the Protection of Vulnerable Groups (PVG).   
Basically this means that anyone involved in a Pastoral Team must be 
PVG registered and receive some basic training.  The initial process 
involves completion of a form for the purposes of criminal record checks 
through Disclosure Scotland, providing proof of identity and also a 
written reference.   
 
This may sound rather off-putting but if we are to proceed with a 
Pastoral Team we have to follow the Church’s guidelines.  It goes 
without saying, also, that the scheme is dependent upon having 
volunteers from the congregation.  Otherwise we cannot proceed.   
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Please speak to a member of the Mission Planning Group* if you are 
interested in being a member of a Pastoral Team or simply would like 
further information. 
 
Meanwhile, various other MAP projects are progressing.  In October, 
the first of a series of study groups, 'Reflections', led by Fr Ian Michael 
will begin a five-week course.  This will be followed by further Bible 
study and other groups, including a planned book group.  Information 
about the 'Reflections' series, including location and time of meeting, 
will be available shortly.  Please see the weekly service sheet and website 
for details. 
 
Work is getting under way to produce a more 'user-friendly' liturgy 
booklet, with some explanatory material for those new to our tradition 
and practice. 
 
Another project concerns Remembrance: the remembering and marking 
of particular life-events, including a proposed Book of Remembrance to 
the placed in the church. 
 
Also in the planning stage, some quiet days or quiet mornings, for next 
year: one in preparation for Lent and one in the Easter season.  More 
information will be made available about these in due course. 
 

The Mission Planning Group 
 
 
 
* The Rector, Fr Ian Michael, Jim Easton, Liz Sidebottom, Alex Taylor, Jennifer Wylie 
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SERVICES at ALL SAINTS 
 

SUNDAY 
8am   HOLY COMMUNION 

Said service, using the Scottish Liturgy 1970, 
and lasting about 30 minutes 
 

 10am  SOLEMN EUCHARIST 
Sung service, using the Scottish Liturgy 1970, with choir and sermon, 
lasting about 75 minutes, followed by refreshments in the hall 
 

 6pm   EVENING PRAYER 
Said service, using the Book of Common Prayer, 
and lasting about 25 minutes 
 
or 
 
CHORAL EVENSONG 
Sung service, using the Book of Common Prayer, 
with choir, lasting about 40 minutes 
 
or 
 
SOLEMN EVENSONG & 
BENEDICTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
Sung service, using the Book of Common Prayer, 
ending with devotions before the Blessed Sacrament, lasting about 50 
minutes 
 

 WEEKDAYS Said service, using either the Scottish Liturgy 1970 
 or the Scottish Liturgy 1982, and lasting about 30 minutes: 
 
Tuesday at 6pm (1982) 
Wednesday at 9.30am (1970) 
Thursday at 12.15pm (1982) 
Friday at 9.30am (1970) 
Saturday at 9.30am (1982) 
 

 FEAST DAYS See noticeboards or website for details
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