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New Rector for All Saints’! 
 

Sincere thanks are due to members of the Vestry but 
especially to the Vestry Secretary, Mrs Elizabeth Sidebottom, 
for acting so expeditiously to ensure that a new Rector for 
All Saints’ was identified, interviewed and appointed in 
such a short space of time. We also acknowledge with 
deep gratitude the amount of time, effort and energy Mrs 
Sidebottom is putting in on behalf of All Saints’ in a multitude 
of ways during the ‘gap’ before a new Rector comes – far 
beyond what anyone could predict.  We are extremely fortunate 
to have someone with her professional expertise to see All 
Saints’ through this period of time.  
 
The following report from our Vestry Secretary gives a summary 
of the application and appointment process for our new Rector 
in accordance with Diocesan policy. Please note that the Vestry 
was advised and supported by the Bishop throughout the process 
and that the Dean was able to be present at a number of meetings. 
In other words, whilst the Vestry makes the choice of the preferred 
candidate, the Bishop of course  provides that person with the 
Church’s authorisation. 
 
‘Interviews were held in mid-May for our new Rector.  26 expressions 
of interest and 8 applications were received, from which the Vestry 
shortlisted 4 to come for interview. The Vestry had the opportunity 
to meet the candidates socially on the evening of Wednesday 13 May, 
and formal Vestry interviews, including an individual meeting with 
the Bishop, were held on Thursday 14 May. The Vestry were appreciative  
of the different strengths  which the candidates brought to the table 
as it were, but were unanimous in their choice of the one they 
wished to present to the Bishop. The Bishop agreed that he would 
be happy to appoint him, subject to the usual satisfactory Disclosure 
being received.’                  Elizabeth Sidebottom, Vestry Secretary. 
 
Dr Coles writes: ‘Please give the congregation and clergy team our 
greetings. We look forward enormously to joining the community 
worshipping at All Saints’, and exploring where being faithful and 
imaginative with you will lead.’ 
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Our Vestry Secretary has also concluded negotiations with the Diocese 
for the date of  the Institution of the Rev’d Canon Dr Alasdair 
Charles Coles: Monday September 14 at 7.30 p.m.    
 

You will shortly be receiving a pro forma to return if you 
intend to be present that evening, as we need to know 
numbers for seating and light refreshments after the service. 
 

About our new Rector: 
Alasdair Coles is no stranger to All Saints’ and St Andrews. As an 
undergraduate here he earned a degree in Physics, living for a 
while in Castle Wynd! His sense of vocation was nurtured in All 
Saints’. He gained a Postgraduate Certificate in Education at Homerton 
College, Cambridge, was a resident worker in a hostel for the homeless 
there, and helped to run a Diocesan youth centre. He went to Ripon 
College, Cuddesdon (just outside Oxford) for his ordination training, 
and completed a degree in Theology,  following this up later with a 
research degree in Patristics at Heythrop College, University of 
London. Since his ordination in 1997 he has worked as a Curate 
(Wymondham  with Spooner Row - a market town with a rural 
daughter church); has worked at both Westminster Abbey and 
St Paul’s Cathedral, London; was Priest in charge and then Vicar at 
St Mary’s, Bourne and St Barnabas, Pimlico, two central Anglo-
Catholic parishes. A tenor, he has extensive experience of different 
styles of liturgical music from Gregorian chant to Taizé! At present 
he is Precentor of the Musicians’ Memorial Chapel, leading sung ser-
vices at St Sepulchre’s, Holborn.      
 

Dr Coles will be resigning from a position as Assistant Principal 
and Chaplain to All Saints’ Academy, Dunstable – a newly founded 
secondary academy, sponsored by the Diocese of St Albans and the 
University of Bedfordshire. This involves the pastoral care of some 
1000 students, staff and families whilst also deploying himself to 
numerous churches in times of vacancy and holiday. He is also a 
school governor, a Duke of Edinburgh Award trainer and expedi-
tion planner, is a qualified first-aider and an expert table-tennis 
coach. He has also launched and developed a new table tennis club! 
He is interested in ecology, particularly the sustainable and ethical 
growing of food, and animal husbandry. 
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Warm Greetings and welcome also to Lil (Elizabeth  Lil, 
Alasdair’s wife). She read science at Gonville and Caius College, 
Cambridge, where she was also a Choral Scholar (soprano). After 
teaching science for a few years she moved into a career as a 
professional musician. She has mainly worked with professional 
choirs in London but has also sung with a few small opera groups 
and as a soloist with choral societies throughout England and 
Wales. Since 1999 she has been Director of Congregational Music 
at St James’ Church, Piccadilly - a role that includes everything 
from polyphony to African drumming! Beth (14) and Edward 
(10) have been educated ‘otherwise’ than at school. Lil writes that 
it is too early to say what effect this had had on them, but it has led 
Lil to a variety of other interests - she acts as an advocate for other 
home educating families, is Director of a Mutual Aid fund 
(a microfinance project) and is involved with political lobbying on a 
wide range of issues.              Ann Loades, Ed 

. 

 

All Saints’ Church is fortunate in having such a beautiful Rectory.  As 
you are probably all aware, it was built in 1938 as an integral part 
of the whole church complex and has been home to every incumbent 
since that time.   As with many superb buildings – the Rectory is 
Grade B listed – it has become a little tired, and is in need of 
refurbishment.  Some of the major items which need attention include 
the electrical wiring and the heating systems, the sash casement 
windows and the kitchen and bathrooms.   The Rectory is of course 
a home for our Rector, but it can be more than this, and Father 
Alasdair has already indicated that he wishes to use the ground 
floor of the Rectory for meetings and generally as an integral part 
of the buildings of our church and to enhance the presence of our 
church in the town.  
  
It has never been “convenient” to do major works within the Rectory 
but there is now the opportunity to ensure that it becomes a warm 
and welcoming home for our new Rector and his family who arrive 
in September.   

 
All Saints’ Rectory Refurbishment Appeal 
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The Vestry has formed a small project team led by Lawrence Reynolds 
to organise the essential works; invitations to tender  were issued 
last month.  Early indications are that the complete works could 
cost in excess of £80,000 and at this stage Vestry has been able to 
‘ring fence’ a sum of £50,000 from Church resources.  Vestry will 
keep a tight rein on expenditure, prioritising the sequence of works 
and only authorising works for which funding is available.  This 
may mean that we have to phase this work over a lengthy period 
with the obvious disadvantage for the Coles of having to live with a 
job in progress.   
 

However, All Saints’ has successfully raised substantial sums in the 
past to maintain our beautiful church, and so we trust that we will 
manage to do this again.  Grant applications to local charities have 
also been made but their outcome is not certain. 
  
We have already made a great start to fundraising. The meeting of 
the congregation on 19th April agreed to Janet Reid’s proposal that 
all Produce Stall proceeds will go to the Rectory Refurbishment 
Fund this year, together with the proceeds from the All Saints’ 
Afternoon Tea organised by Jill Cameron, which amounted to over 
£1230.  Individual donations are starting to trickle in and the Vestry 
would like to take this opportunity to thank those who have already 
made substantial contributions by donating through the Gift Aid 
Envelopes specially designated for the Rectory Fund.   However, 
much more is needed, and your help in fundraising would be 
warmly welcomed.  If you are in touch with former members of All 
Saints’ perhaps you would like to mention this work to them and 
ask if they would be willing to help. 
  
If you would like to contribute to the Rectory Refurbishment Appeal, 
please turn to page 14 in this Newsletter, where you will find the 
appropriate paperwork to enable you to do this. 
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Copy for next Newsletter please to 
Ann Loades: newsletter@allsaints-standrews.org.uk  

ann.loades@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 
& 

 Eileen Reynolds: eileen.reynolds@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 

Special meeting of the Congregation. 
 

On Sunday 19 April , the congregation met to contribute to the Vestry’s  
assessment thus far of what needed to be done to make the Rectory 
habitable for the incoming Rector and his family. Thanks to Mr 
Donald Duval and Mr Ian Palfrey  for their input to this meeting. 
The meeting learned of the plans to hold a fund-raising day on Sat-
urday May 23 which was most successful – see information on 
pages 18—19 about the day. (Warmest thanks are due to Mrs Jill Cam-
eron for all her organisation of the day.) Mrs Janet Reid who is respon-
sible for the Produce Stall made a proposal which was unanimously en-
dorsed, that the Produce Stall receipts month by month should for 
the time being contribute to the Rectory Refurbishment Appeal. A 
further outcome of the meeting was that Mr Lawrence Reynolds 
agreed to co-ordinate the negotiations with contractors etc. for the 
interior refurbishment of the Rectory. The external work will require 
bids to conservation charities by Mrs Elizabeth Sidebottom as Vestry 
Secretary and  Mr Trevor Sidebottom as Property Convenor,  acting 
on behalf of the Vestry.  Responsibility for a Grade B  Listed Building 
has at least some advantages! The Vestry is also most grateful for any 
donations  which may help furnish the Rectory in due course, should 
these indeed be needed.                                    Ann Loades, Hon. Treasurer  

 
Kate Sherrard is our  new  

Part-time Administrative Assistant. 
Kate is responsible for all Hall Bookings.  

Rectory Office: 01334 473193 
admin@allsaints-standrews.org.uk and  

 halls@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 
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Notes from the Vestry 
 

The year marches on relentlessly and the longest day has just been 
and gone!  The Vestry formally met on 26th April and 11th June with 
the recruitment process for our new Rector taking up much time 
in-between these dates.  Members of the Vestry were unanimous in 
their decision to ask the Bishop to appoint The Reverend Canon Dr 
Alasdair Coles, which he was pleased to do.  The congregation has 
been kept informed of the process and outcome of the recruitment 
through the medium of the Church Notice board and congregation 
announcements.  It took a little time to negotiate and agree a suitable 
date for the Institution Service to ensure that everyone concerned 
was available for such an important service.  However, that is now 
set for Monday, 14th September at 7.30pm and m ore details 
will be forthcoming in the coming weeks. 
 

The Rectory refurbishment has been high on the agenda and with 
tender documents issued, detailed estimates are now awaited for 
the essential works.  With a limited budget, some of this work will 
have to be phased over a number of months/years.  Fundraising is 
therefore a priority and you will find details of the initiatives 
elsewhere in this Newsletter. 
 

Our regular Hall users have been contacted to advise them of an 
increase in hire rate which will take effect from September, together 
with Health & Safety notices and appropriate Risk Assessment 
forms.  I’m afraid it is a sign of the times, but legislation and our 
insurers insist that this is done.  A Fire Risk Assessment has also 
been carried out and a number of issues brought to our attention 
are being addressed. 
 

Vestry agreed that  
 

 white lines will be put on the steps in the Church to assist the 
safety of members of the congregation during a procession.   

 

Following a review of the lighting in the Church and the Chapel of 
the Blessed Sacrament,  
 

 new lights and different light bulbs have been installed.  
 

There is further work to be done but this  is a good start.   
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 The Church Loop System is also being reviewed.   
 The re-application for an HMO licence for Castle Wynd House 

has now been completed.   
 The Church Courtyard garden is being tidied and vegetation 

growing in the walls and on the pathways is being removed. 
  
Fiona Seenan has been assisting Joan Day and Pat Keracher when she 
has been able and we would like to thank them all for the time and 
trouble taken to make the Courtyard so welcoming.  The Rectory 
Garden has been cleared but will require regular maintenance. 
 

The Sacristans have been busy taking an inventory of the Sacristy 
and we look forward to having this formally recorded in the near 
future.   
 

Berenice Smith (with clipboard!) and Pat Hutchinson have provided 
refreshments for a number of events recently, and we thank them 
both for their generous support. 
 

Dates of future Vestry meetings are as follows:  2nd July, 27th July, 
3rd September, 1st October, 9th November, with the AGM planned 
for the 22nd November.  If any member of the congregation wishes 
to raise a matter with Vestry please contact Liz Sidebottom, Vestry 
Secretary. 

 
 
Over the years many copies of Church and Hall keys have been produced 
and distributed with no record being kept. In order to ensure the 
security of our property and comply with the requirements of our 
insurance policy, the Vestry has decided to install new locks on all 
external entry doors to the Church and Church Hall. This will be 
done following an assessment of our requirements by a locksmith. 
In the interim, a list will be compiled of people requiring access to the 
Church and/or Church Hall who will need new keys once the locks 
have been changed. A key register will be maintained to satisfy insurance 
requirements. Members of the congregation who will need new 
keys are requested to notify Trevor Sidebottom in order that a start 
can be made to compiling the list of key holders. 

Keys for All Saints’ Church and Hall  
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Newsletter Book Notes  
Books written by people with  

All Saints’ connections. 
 

I’m sure many people will remember Jennifer 
Snell, Micah and their children from just a few 
years back?  Together with her sister, Jessica,  
and another friend, Lindsay Marshall, Jennifer 

has produced Let us Keep the Feast: living the Church Year at 
Home: Holy Week and Easter (2013). Each section  contains an in-
troduction, explains the gospel focus of the season, and a calendar 
which explains when it takes place on special days within it. A section 
on traditions illuminates how each season has been celebrated in the 
past, and there is an especially interesting section with all sorts 
of new ideas to supplement traditional practices.   
 

There is material about how different Christians world-wide celebrate 
the seasons, recipes to associate with the seasons, great ideas for 
helping the very young to participate, not least by helping to make 
things, and ideas for taking the celebrations out beyond home. 
Each chapter also includes a list of resources from a wide range of 
Christian tradition.  
If interested in obtaining the booklet (ISBN 978-1-937063-75-7 
pbk; 978-1-937063-74-0 digital), try www.doulosresources.org. 
 

A quite different sort of book comes from Debby Topliff, who we 
will recall gave us a most interesting session on her paintings one 
Sunday morning. Her book is called And the Word Became Color: 
Exploring the Bible with paper, pen and paint.  (2015) 
(ISBN 978-0692309209).  
 

There are three sections on bringing Biblical stories and theological 
texts to life and practising life-long learning, each divided into 
helpful short chapters. Apart from full-colour examples of her own 
work, she explains to her readers her own journey into her distinctive 
work, and then provides detailed advice about to set about it for 
ourselves.  As some of us may recall, she shows us how to develop a 
shared and virtually simultaneous vision of biblical texts—aiming 
always for ‘visual translations of the Bible’. She is rightly known 
both for her capacity to lead viewers of her work to an in- 
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depth understanding of the particular texts she studies– which 
should inspire some others?!  
See DEBBYTOPLIIFF. COM/debbytopliff@gmail.com     
  
Last and anything but least, there are two outstanding books by 
Eve Poole, whose family are long connected to All Saints’. Eve has 
a crackingly good academic record, with Honours theology from 
Durham, a doctorate from Cambridge and an MBA from 
Edinburgh. She teaches at Ashridge Business School and has 
worked for a fascinating range of clients as diverse as  the Church 
Commissioners and the Royal Shakespeare Company. She has two 
invaluable books in print. The first, The Church on Capitalism: Theology 
and the Market  (2010) (ISBN 978-0-250-27516-4) challenges both 
capitalism and the failure of the Church of England for its failure to 
offer a robust contribution to the debate and discussion about our 
economic future. Her most recent book Capitalism’s Toxic Assumptions: 
Redefining Next Generation Economics (978-1-4729-1679-2) is a 
brilliant critique of ‘capitalism’s seven deadly sins’ which yields 
constructive encouragement to ‘first followers’ of quite different 
ways of thinking, which as she says, could not only change our own 
economy but the lives of many across the world. Anyone, who like 
Eve has small children to bring up into  what is hopefully a better 
world, should read her work to find ways of learning to think differently. It 
is not written overtly as an exercise in theological ethics, but should 
be recognised as a most significant contribution to that field.  
See www.evepoole.livejournal.com.                                   Ann Loades 

  Who’s Who? Directory—updates! 
 

Vestry Secretary, Elizabeth Sidebottom—correct email is 
liz.sidebottom@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 

 

Part-time Admin Assistant is now Kate Sherrard; email 
admin@allsaints-standrews.org.uk; Rectory Office tel  01334 473193 

 

Garden & Memorial  Garden—include Fiona Seenan 
tel 01334 479941  

Changes/additions to: 
ann.loades@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 

eileen.reynolds@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 
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    Dates for your Diary        
 

Saturday 11—Tuesday 21 July  The Open Championship 
  
 Car parking suspended in area of All Saints’  
 during The Open Championship 
 
 Details: see Fife Council website: 
 www.fifedirect.org.uk 
  

Sunday 19 July 
 

   Informal Congregational Seminar after Solemn Eu-
charist 
  

 Cath Carter, Parish Nurse appointed by Pilgrim Care, 
 St Andrews, will speak about her work in the community 
 with the elderly from all the churches in the St Andrews  ar-
ea.  She assists them in meeting others, helps provide opportunities  to 
go to lunch clubs or on outings. She also gives advice and support to 
 Carers. Her referrals come from the  Ministers and Priests of 
 the area. 
 

Monday 14 September, 7.30 pm 
 

     

Institution of Rector 
 

The Reverend Canon Dr Alasdair Coles 
All Saints’ Church, St Andrews 
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All Saints’ Scottish Episcopal Church, St Andrews 
Scottish Charity No SC013161 

RECTORY REFURBISHMENT APPEAL                            
                        

Title………….. Full name…………………………………………………………………... 
 
Address…………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
................................................................................................ 
  
……………………………………………….Post Code............................ 
  
I am registered for Gift Aid for all donations to All Saints’ 
Church.                                Please circle:                            YES/NO                            

 

If you are not registered already, please consider signing the following Gift Aid 
Declaration.                                    With warmest thanks!                    
   
          Appeal Secretary 
  

   Please tick to Gift Aid your donations 
 

I confirm that All Saints’ Scottish Episcopal Church, St Andrews, 
may claim Gift Aid on any donations I have made in the last 4 years, to-
day and in the future until I cancel this declaration. I pay enough UK In-
come Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax each year to cover the amount that all 
charities which I donate to can reclaim in the tax year. I understand that 
Council Tax and VAT do not count, and that All Saints’ will reclaim 25p 
on every £1 donated. 
  
(Please notify All Saints’ if you want to cancel this declaration/change 
your name/address/no longer pay sufficient income or capital gains tax.) 
  
Signature……………………………………..………….Date…………………. 
 
Please make cheques/postal orders payable to All Saints’ Scottish 
Episcopal Church.                             Please do NOT send cash.   
 

Please write in the amount of your donation: £…………………..              
  

Place the completed form in the envelope provided, and either a. Put the 
envelope in the Sunday Collection basket  or b. Return to Gift Aid 
Secretary, All Saints’ Scottish Episcopal Church Rectory, North Street,  
 St Andrews KY16 9AQ 
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CONTACTS 
All Saints’ Scottish Episcopal Church, St Andrews. 

 

In my capacity as Newsletter Editor I have been working away at developing 
our network of contacts with the invaluable aid of Eileen Reynolds who 
masterminds the production of the Newsletter. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: the Contacts list is strictly for  
All Saints’ communications only. 

 
We should be very grateful if you would please respond to the questions below if 
it is appropriate for you to do so, then tear out this page and return it to  
 

Ann Loades, Newsletter Editor, All Saints’ Scottish Episcopal Church,  
39 North Street, St Andrews, KY16  9AQ 

 
Please circle/complete as appropriate:- 
1. Are you content to remain one of our listed Contacts?        YES/NO 
        
If YES, you have an addressed label either on the front of your  Newsletter or 
on the envelope in which it was delivered to you. Please emend the address if 
necessary:  
 
...................................................................................................................... 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
2. Would you still like to receive our Newsletter- our normal way of 
 keeping in touch with people?                        YES/NO 

If YES, would you like to have it delivered to you by e-mail (to help 
reduce postage costs)                                                              YES/NO 

If YES, please provide your email address:  
 
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. Do you know of anyone who may once have been in touch with All 
Saints’ and who might be interested in being in contact once again? 
 
If so, please ask them if they would be happy for you to provide us with 
their contact details, then add them below.  
 
.............................................................................................................. 
 
.............................................................................................................. 
 
..............................            With many thanks,    Ann Loades, Newsletter Editor 
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Visits to All Saints’ from:- 
 
Rev’d Thomas Brauer, The Diocesan Missioner 

 
We were delighted to welcome the Rev’d Thomas Brauer (and his 
family) to All Saints’ on Sunday 3 May. Thomas has been working 
in parishes in the Diocese but recently became Diocesan Missioner, 
with a particular interest in our MAP process. After a splendid sermon 
explaining his vision of mission, he gave us an illustrated presentation 
of his work in photography - another of our ‘Informal Congregational 
Seminars’. Some of us had seen his work at his recent exhibition in 
Glenrothes, but this was a most welcome opportunity to see 
more of it, and understand more of what motivates him as a 
photographer - seeing things differently may summarise it! We 
very much hope to be able to invite him back for a quite different occasion, as 
he has a two-hour-long presentation combining images and medita-
tion available, which has been enjoyed in a number of different con-
texts.                                                                   
      AL 

Rev’d Professor Thomas Williams, University of South Florida 

We also enjoyed the company of the Revd Professor Thomas Williams 
from the University of South Florida. The congregation came to 
know him primarily as a priest, as celebrant at the Eucharist and 
singing in the choir. Little did many of us realise that he is a most 
distinguished expert in medieval philosophy (especially Augustine, 
Anselm, Aquinas and Duns Scotus), and has received awards for the 
excellence of his teaching. All Saints was most fortunate in that as he 
had been awarded  the American Philosophical Association's Edinburgh 
Fellowship, he moved on from Edinburgh to St Andrews just this 
spring, as a Visiting Fellow in the University's Centre for Ethics, 
Philosophy and Public Affairs, beavering away at a publication on Duns 
Scotus' Readings in Ethics for which he has received a splendid grant 
from the (American) National Endowment for the Humanities.  We 
are honoured that he spent his time with us.          AL                                                



All Saints’ Newsletter Summer 2015                          18 

 

 Afternoon Cream Tea—Saturday 23rd May 
in aid of the Rectory Refurbishment Fund 

 
On a lovely Saturday afternoon, with tables set up in 
the Courtyard, The All Saints’ Afternoon Cream Tea at-
tracted many visitors to the first of our fundraising 
events. Thanks are due to all who provided help with 
setting up and clearing away, the coffee and tea, all the 
jam and cream scones, our wonderful range of home 

produce, the attractive sewing artefacts, the tombola bottle stall, 
plant stall, cards and prints, the Church’s CDs and booklets, and 
children’s face painting. Altogether, £1230 was raised; this will go 
into the Rectory Refurbishment Fund. Thanks to all who made this 
a very successful event. 
 

The Produce Stall 
Well done everyone! £1230 was a wonderful 
result for our efforts at the Cream Tea event on 
Saturday May 23rd, and our heartfelt thanks to 
Jill Cameron for the idea and for her organisational 
skills on our behalf. 
 

I felt this might be the right time to remind ourselves 
that month by month we try to keep the fund-raising 
efforts alive with the Produce Stall – after 
Church on the first Sunday of each month. 
 

The Produce Stall started in 2003 as a Cen-
tenary Year effort to keep in mind what we had to do to keep the All 
Saints’ finances in reasonably good heart. It was a success in that 
first year, and we decided to carry on until it ran out of steam – so 
far it hasn’t! 
 

We try to have ten Produce Stalls each year, giving ourselves a 
‘holiday’ break in July or August, and a New Year break in 
January.  
 

On a good Sunday, we can raise £200+, so over the ten Sundays, 
we could raise £2000, which is a very real help. A small team of 
bakers and stall helpers keeps it going. 
 
We shall need to have special fund-raising events to help with the  
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refurbishment of the Rectory and with general big repairs, but our 
regular monthly support through our humble Produce Stall has its 
place too, so please come and buy on the first Sunday of the month, 
and let’s try to keep our £2000 a year a regular feature. 

Janet Reid 
 
 
 

Fund-raising 
To all members of the Congregation, adherents and friends! 

 
Do you ever shop online?  For home appliances both large and 
small, computer supplies, clothes,  jewellery, pet food, books, CDs 
etc etc etc? Would you like to raise money for the Church at no cost 
to yourself? Instead of going direct to e.g. Amazon, John Lewis, 
Marks and Spencer or wherever, go first of all to the Easy 
Fundraising site - easyfundraising.org.uk – select All Saints’ 
Scottish Episcopal Church as your favourite charity, then go to 
your selected retailer’s site as usual – there is a huge list from 
which to make your choice - and proceed with your purchase as 
normal. The retailer then donates a percentage of the purchase 
price of what you have bought to the nominated organisation – i.e. 
All Saints’ Scottish Episcopal Church – and advises you 
accordingly, usually a few days later. These donations will then be 
transferred  – normally once a quarter – by the Easy Fundraising 
organisation to the Church’s account.  It’s easy and painless, and 
will be of tremendous help with our current fund-raising efforts.  
Thank you!                                                                                              EER 
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MAP (Mission Action Plan) Report 
with grateful thanks to all those who have contributed so 

far, especially Jennifer Wylie and Canon Ian Michael. 
 

Lifelong Christian Learning:   
 

Summary:   
 A new liturgy booklet  (1970 rite) which explains the different 

stages in the service is being processed;  
 some study groups have been up and running;  
 we have had some visiting preachers and visitors to give talks 

after tea/coffee;  
 library books in the Green Room have been sorted and cata-

logued;  
 sermons are posted on the website.  
 
Ongoing:  
 book of commemoration and card. 
 
To do:  
 organise some Quiet Mornings;  
 make Diocesan magazine accessible;  
 hold a Congregation Day Retreat;  
 produce new Visitors’ Guide for the Church and accompanying 

prayer cards. 
 

Serving the Community in Practical Ways:   
 

Summary:  
 Pastoral Visiting Team established and working in collaboration 

with the clergy;  
 Storehouse project support continues;  
 website is up-to date;  
 Contact List is being drawn up to enable future follow-up for 

those on the fringes of the Church (cards marking baptisms, 
confirmations, marriages and invitations to significant 
events);  

 charity adopted - Médecins Sans Frontières;  
 pilgrimage trail - John Sharp is our contact.  
 

. 
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Ongoing:  
 visit from Parish Nurse. (Now arranged for Sunday 19 July—

see Dates for your diary on page 12. 
 
To do:  
 consider additional content for the website;  
 establish some kind of community ‘drop in’ in addition to the 

Wednesday club.     
Notes from Ann Loades 

 

 

To all users of the North Hall 
A plea from the Administrative Assistant  

 
Please do not attempt to adjust the heating controls in the North 
Hall.  It is not the first time that heating has been unavailable for 
the Wednesday Club, as a result of someone attempting to adjust 
the heating and changing the day/timer by mistake! 

The  
Wednesday Club  

 
The Wednesday Club, which meets on 
Wednesday afternoons from 2.00 – 400 pm 
is open to all  who wish to come along 
to socialise, play games, enjoy tea and 
home baking. 
 

For many years the club has been organised and run by Robin 
White who is now taking a well earned rest, and has handed over 
the reins to June Baxter (tel  01334 474995), ably assisted by Ryan 
Smith. 
 

We would like to say a big thank you to Robin for all her help 
over the years and wish her a speedy recovery following her 
future hospital treatment.      Liz Sidebottom 

Vestry Secretary 
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 News from the Pews 
 

Very many congratulations are due to (Elizabeth) June Baxter of 
our All Saints’ congregation who has been awarded an MBE for 
Services to Heritage and the Community in Fife, as published in the 
list of  those receiving honours in the Queen's Birthday Honours List. 
June is Vice-President  of the National Trust for Scotland. (Many of 
you will also know her as having recently taken over the running of 
the Wednesday Club at All Saints’. It meets on Wednesday after-
noons  from 2 – 4pm, and  is open to all who wish to come along to 
socialise, play games, enjoy tea and home baking.) 
 

Congratulations to Dr Peter Lindfield on having his doctoral thesis 
- Georgian Gothic: Medievalist Design 1700-1840  - accepted for 
publication by Boydell and Brewer. He has also had three articles ac-
cepted/published by The Burlington. During August Peter will be a 
Fellow at the Lewis Walpole Library, Yale CT and then will be 
spending a year as an Arts and Humanities Council Research 
Fellow at the University of Stirling from 1 September onwards. 
 

Our congratulations also go to Alex Taylor on being elected as a 
Life Member of the St Andrews Student Association. 

Chris Brewer has joined The Colossian Forum  (TCF), 
based in Grand Rapids, USA, as Manager of Church Partner Devel-
opment, where he will provide leadership for our church-based 
program, by developing resources and supporting congregations in 
their work to engage conflict as an opportunity for discipleship 
across the  generations. 

TCF is a ministry of reconciliation and education, which hosts public 
and private forums on controversial topics concerning faith, science, 
and culture with scholars in their fields, church leaders, and student 
development leaders. An array of topics such as the issue of human 
origins and the role of technology in our lives, is covered, but TCF’s 
main emphasis remains on facilitating dialogue and helping others 
practice faithful conflict. 
 

Not only do we say goodbye to Chris, but also to his wife Rachel, 
who has done sterling service as part-time administrative assistant  
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at All Saints’, and their two boys John and Sam. We wish them all 
well in their new life in the USA. 
 

STOP PRESS, from the Brewers:  “To our friends at All Saints’ 
 

We’re settling in, though this of course takes time.  Most difficult is 
finding a new church home.  Interested in relocating All Saints’ to 
Grand Rapids??  Seriously though, pray for us as we seek a  new 
church home here.  We miss you all very much and look forward to 
seeing you in November. 
 

Love to all, 
Chris, Rachel, John and Sam (Brewer)” 
 

Kate Sherrard. W e  w o u ld  l ik e  to  w e lco m e  K a te  a s  o u r  
new administrative assistant. Kate grew up in the deep South of 
America in the state of Mississippi. She graduated from Rhodes 
College in Memphis, Tennessee and afterwards lived and worked in 
Charlottesville, Virginia and Durham, North Carolina. Before 
moving to Scotland, Kate's husband, Joey, served as Presbyterian 
Minister in the University town of Starkville, Mississippi. In 2013, 
Kate, Joey and their two boys Joseph (7) and James (almost 5) 
moved to St. Andrews for Joey to pursue a PhD in theology 
focusing on the work of Scottish theologian T. F. Torrance. For the 
past 7 years, Kate has devoted her time to being a stay-at-home 
mom.  She enjoys photography, travelling, painting, and making 
memories with her family. 

Alexander Taylor w rites: 
 

I felt greatly honoured when Ann Loades asked me to write this 
short piece about myself for the newsletter. The church and family 
of All Saints’ has been very important to me over the last four years 
in St Andrews, and to be included in this way means a great deal. 
As I write this piece I am in the midst of preparing for my graduation, 
and thence onwards and away from St Andrews, so forgive me if I 
approach it with a certain degree of nostalgia. 
 

By way of a background: I was born in October 1992 in the coastal 
town of Grimsby in the North of England, the middle of three sons 
to Brian and Cathy. I spent my first four years living in Grimsby  
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until my Dad’s work moved to Manchester. We relocated to a small 
farming village called Antrobus in the middle of Cheshire, where 
we have lived ever since. I was (so I am told) an introverted, creative 
and somewhat demanding child – whether that has changed or not 
I do not know! I went to a small primary school in the village, and 
later a larger secondary school and then sixth-form in the local 
town. I always quite enjoyed school, and early interests in reading, 
writing, history and story-telling have no doubt influenced me later 
on in life. We have quite a close family life: my Dad (who works for 
the Co-operative Bank) and my Mum (a primary school teacher) 
are wonderful, generous people and as I have got older I hope I 
have let them know how much I love and appreciate them. My old-
er brother Greg is two years my senior and works at an engineering 
firm in the Lake District. My ‘little’ brother Harry (ironic, as he is 
much taller than either of his siblings!) is three years younger than 
me and is currently studying French and Business at Bangor University. I 
suppose we are in many ways three quite different brothers, but for all 
that we get on fairly well, especially since leaving home and coming 
to university! 
 

I do not come from what you would at all call a religious family. 
When I was a few months old I was christened at the church where 
my parents were married, and my first school had a Church of England 
ethos, but aside from that I had no particular religious upbringing. 
In fact my parents have very little time for organised religion (for 
quite understandable reasons), and my gradual interest in the 
Christian faith has sometimes caused frictions at home. I could not 
say exactly when my own faith journey really began. When I first 
began calling myself a Christian in my late teens I don’t think it was 
because I had any particular ‘moment’ in which I experienced God, 
or Christ, or the Light, or whatever. It was that I felt that in this 
Christian path, there was something very deep and very beautiful, 
and I wanted to be a part of it. 
 

Coming to university to study theology, then, provided me not only 
with a chance to take that first step into independent life (or so one 
thinks) that all adolescents naively crave, but also the chance to 
study faith and religious belief in newer, deeper ways than I had 
ever been able to before. Over these last four years in St Andrews, I 
have been able to scratch the surface (and it really is only that) of  
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the discipline of academic theology, from studying the books of the 
Hebrew Bible (in Hebrew), to reading the works of the Christian 
mystics and the Church Fathers. I have also made some of my closest 
friends amongst my theology classmates; people alongside whom I 
have been honoured to develop both intellectually and emotionally 
in many ways. I have grown to love this old grey town, with its 
stone towers and hordes of seagulls and amazing variety of characters. 
It very much feels like a home away from home for me, and I will 
be very sad when I finally have to leave. 
 

What I have come to realise from studying theology is that religion 
is fundamentally a human response to something that we all 
experience and no one can quite comprehend. Religion deals with 
both the joys and the struggles of human life; it can inspire us to do 
unspeakable goodness or terrible cruelty. It is as much about the 
journey as it is about the finishing line, and the easy answers of 
fundamentalism and dogmatic traditionalism can turn the channels of 
the divine life into ends in and of themselves. 
 

It is precisely because of this that All Saints’ Church has meant so 
very much to me in my time at St Andrews. The faith I have learned 
worshipping in this church over these last years is one that is centred 
in the mystery of God’s love. The immense beauty of the liturgy and 
the offering of the Eucharist have guided me more than I can say, 
both in my studies and in my own life. When I reflect on those areas of 
theology that I am most passionate about – pastoral care, mysticism, 
interfaith dialogue, sacramental theology and liberation theology – 
I realise that they stem from the worship life of All Saints and from 
the compassion and generosity shown to and by members of this 
congregation. In this church I have learned the limits of human 
words, the beauty of holiness, and the intimate presence of God in 
every moment of our lives. 
 

As many of you may know, after graduation I am moving from St 
Andrews to another coastal university town, Aberystwyth, where I 
will spend a year doing a Masters in Archive Management. This will 
be quite a change from theology but hopefully not a permanent 
one! I feel that it will be good to have a change of direction and to 
do something different. Archive work can lead into all sorts of plac-
es, from universities and cathedrals to the United Nations or  
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Plants for church garden (see back page) 

 
We are hoping for things which approach 3 feet/ 1 metre high when 
fully grown. Here are some suggestions: 

 

 
Roses especially in memory of someone are also lovely. 

 Aquilegia Japanese Anemones 

 Centaurea Leucanthemum 

 Cistus Lobelia ( tall perennial one) 

 Crocosmia Peonies 

 Eringium Phlox 

 Hemerocallis Salvia 

Amnesty International. I hope that this will help me to keep on 
learning new things, visiting new places and meeting new people. 
And I very much hope that I will enjoy it. However, there is also 
part of me that hopes one day to seek ordained ministry within the 
Episcopal Church, whether here in Scotland, or elsewhere in the 
world. I am happy to accept that it will not be any time soon, and 
for now I will continue to let a vocation (if there is one) make itself 
clear in its own time – to paraphrase St Augustine, ‘Lord, give me 
guidance but not yet!’ 
 
I will miss All Saints’ and everyone here terribly, and I do look forward 
to keeping in touch and hearing how everything is going on. Please 
do remember me in your prayers as I enter ‘the great unknown,’ 
and thank you once again for all that you have done to be such a 
kind and welcoming church to that nervous fresher who first came 
here on a Sunday morning four years ago. 
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Current Daily Services  
 

 SUNDAYS 
 8.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 

Said service, using the  
Scottish Liturgy 1970, 
and lasting about 30 minutes 
 

 10.00 am  SOLEMN EUCHARIST 
Sung service, using the Scottish Liturgy 
1970, with choir and sermon, lasting about 
75 minutes, followed by refreshments in the 
hall 
 

 6.00 pm  EVENING PRAYER 
Said service, using the  
Book of Common Prayer, 
and lasting about 25 minutes 
 

 WEEKDAYS  HOLY COMMUNION 
     Said service using the  
     Scottish Liturgy 1982,  
     and  lasting about 30 minutes: 

 
Tuesdays at 6.00 pm  
Thursdays at 12.15 pm  
 

FEAST DAYS    
See notice-boards or website for details 
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Are YOU willing and able to help? 

Amongst other things we are working on the Church garden at 
present. We need to take out some bushes which have 

become overgrown. In their place we would like  
tall perennials so we need some  

help here from the congregation please! 

If you are visiting  St. Andrews Hidden Gardens: June 28th, 
Crail Gardens: July 19th or any coffee mornings, fetes or 
fairs this summer, please would you consider helping us by 
buying a potentially tall plant. (See list on page 26.) 
 
You can give them to:- 
 

 Joan Day (01334 476991) or 
Fiona Seenan (01334 479941)  

 
and we will add them to the garden. 

Thank you! 




