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From the Rector 
 

“The beauty of the universe consists not only of  
unity in variety, but also of variety in unity.”  

 

So said, I think, the fictional Franciscan friar, William of Bas-
kerville in the late Umberto Eco’s wonderful debut novel, The 
Name of the Rose. It’s typical of Eco that even the name of the 
friar holds playful clues to his character. It suggests William 
of Ockham and Sherlock Holmes, the former was an English 
Friar - one of the foremost scholastic theologians of the mid-
dle ages - and the latter Conan Doyle’s famous sleuthing crea-
tion, via the Dartmoor hound. 
 

The weaving of history and imagination is one of my favourite 
genres of literature. Not in Dan Brown’s sense, where history 
is skewed and distorted (I couldn’t bear reading more than a 
few pages of The Da Vinci Code) but when an author respects 
history and builds upon it imaginatively, enjoyment and 
memory seem to combine wonderfully. 
 

A kind of analogy of this pattern - faithful similarity but also 
difference—can be found in most successful relationships. 
When two people have very little in common, the ground is 
often too stony for the seeds of a strong and balanced relationship to 
grow. Conversely, if two people seem so alike in character and 
interests that they could almost be clones, there can be a stifling 
quality in the relationship which prevents its maturing. There 
are, of course, exceptions but the ‘Goldilocks’ principle* most 
often applies. 
 

Perhaps something like this has brought me back to All 
Saints’ and St Andrews. There is enough here to be familiar 
but the intervening years have brought sufficient change for 
there to be constant enrichment from that which is new. But 
then being a priest is rather like that anyway, with the round 
of familiar tasks and routines forming a kind of ‘weft’ to the 
‘warp’ of not really knowing what is going to happen from one 
day to the next, one hour to the next.  
 
*Goldilocks, as in porridge and bed, not too hot or cold, big or small, but just 
right. 
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St Benedict would surely approve of the mixture of practical 
and spiritual tasks: boilers, roofs, locks, keys, sweeping, polishing, 
and stacking chairs; along with juggling liturgical sources, 
prayer, sacraments and pastoral care. It’s hard to say which is 
closer to the heart of mission and ministry, the practical or 
the spiritual, the rhythm or the mystery. 
 

Someone in need called me a couple of times quite late one 
night a few days ago who valued my availability as a priest, 
confirming that I am never really off duty. Pastoral work in the 
University is similar to this, supporting the Chaplain by shar-
ing the load of pastoral conversations with students and staff. 
They respond to the generous ethos of the Chaplaincy and 
seem genuinely grateful for a provision which complements 
and contrasts that given by Student Services. So when Donald 
is away, the Chaplaincy staff contact me if there is urgent 
need. Careful listening and prayerful questioning, with words of 
firm affirmation and gentle advice are all I provide, but the en-
velope is one of warm friendship and strict confidence. Hav-
ing spent six years doing a lot of pastoral counselling like this 
in a school setting, the return to managing and leading liturgy full-
time is stimulating. 
 

The distinctiveness of All Saints’ in this regard is not unfamiliar 
for me, but the resourcing of moderately traditional worship 
in Scotland is quite complex since the Province has largely 
shifted to a simple and contemporary register. For example a 
typical 1970 Rite Sung Mass might feel smooth and coherent 
but draws on more than a dozen resources. For Holy Week 
and Easter that list extends rather more. Reviewing that list in 
my mind, I feel a little better about my desk being piled with 
so many books and papers. Hopefully the end result is mostly 
like that of a swan, with the liturgical act itself as the graceful 
bird, and the rather tortuous paddling of feet hidden, except 
for the amusement of those who enter my study! 
 

The University also requires me to oversee and lead the twice-
weekly Choral Evensong at St Salvator’s Chapel. Various 
choirs of the University provide the music and some students 
and colleagues often assist with leading the prayers. With a 
delightful director like Tom Wilkinson and gifted singers in a  
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choir, having a secure and clear voice for the Responses is a 
helpful start. Many years’ singing with seasoned professional 
musicians as a minor canon and priest vicar in London probably 
help me inject confidence and calm for young musicians with 
pressured schedules. So much depends on confidence … . But 
is that just about singing? 
 
Confidere is about having firm faith and using it together: deploy-
ing at every opportunity deep faith and trust in each other and 
in the Lord. With so much variety of planned and random 
events in our lives and in the world - some of it of tragic - we 
must not tire of being united in keeping faith in the potential 
for goodness to triumph over evil, truth over deceit, and life 
over death.  

For Christ is risen! 
 

Fr Alasdair 

Congratulations! 
 

We are delighted to offer sincere congratulations to 
the Revd Jonathan Mason MA on his appointment 
to be Priest-in-Charge of Kirkwhelpington with 
Kirkharle and Kirkheaton and Cambo, and Rural Affairs 
Adviser to the Bishop of Newcastle. 
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Lent Passion Meditations 
 

During five Thursdays in Lent David Brown led a series of 
Meditations on Christ’s Passion in Word, Art and Music. The 
sessions began with soup and cheese at 6.30pm, followed by a 
multimedia Powerpoint presentation of about forty minutes 
that concluded with twenty minutes or so of discussion. Five 
approaches were considered: sacrifice, victory, penalty, beau-
ty and pattern.  

One of David’s concerns was to emphasise the way in which 
these ideas function best as metaphors rather than theories or 
doctrines, and thus could be seen as complementary rather than 
conflicting, and so mutually enriching.  

Examples from the arts were quite wide-ranging, including, 
for example, Henrik Ibsen’s play The Doll’s House, Mel Gibson’s 
2004 film The Passion of the Christ, Benjamin Britten’s War 
Requiem, Rossini’s Stabat Mater, and George Herbert’s poem 
Redemption.  

Attendance averaged about twenty. 
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Notes from the Vestry 
 
There have been two meetings of Vestry since the last news-
letter, 25th January and 7th March.  Our new Church Wardens, 
Jim Easton (People’s Warden) and Jennifer Wylie (Rector’s 
Warden) have been getting to grips with the property side of 
things, not least the leak in the Church roof at the West Door 
which is proving difficult to diagnose.  Matters are now in 
abeyance until authority is received from Historic Scotland as 
to how the roof can be renovated in a like-for-like manner – 
an expensive exercise if previous experience is anything to go 
by!  The problem of sourcing craftsmen able to carry out this 
work is yet another hurdle to overcome. 
 

On a happier note, the Rectory refurbishment is now complete 
as far as the original work was planned.  We have also been 
fortunate in receiving an award of up to £10,000 towards the 
work undertaken in the “public rooms” of the building from 
the North East Fife Common Good Fund, for which we are 
extremely grateful.  I am sure all who have seen the inside of 
the building during the various hosted events since December 
will appreciate the amount of work that has been carried out 
to make this a more modern and comfortable home.  There is, 
however, more to do.  Secondary glazing is being trialled in 
the North facing rooms (to begin with) to try to alleviate the 
cost of heating such a vast space.  Re-decoration of some of 
the rooms is also being carried out by the Rector with materials 
supplied by the Church. 
 

The change of external locks in the Church property has now 
been done and a key-holder register is being kept.  If you no 
longer require your old master key, please return it to Trevor 
Sidebottom. 
 

The careful review of payments started by our former Treasurer, 
Ann Loades, continues to ensure that All Saints’ only pays 
what it has to pay!  The annual accounts for last year together 
with the AGM minutes are available on the notice-board in 
the Church Vestibule.  If you wish to take these away to read  
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please note your name on the sheet provided and return them 
as soon as you are able.  The congregation will be pleased to 
know that Bank Charges are no longer being paid on the 
Church accounts and a refund of all those paid since 2008 has 
been received. 
 

Vestry discussions on Mission now feature strongly and the 
work of the Pastoral Visiting Team is at the fore.  Plans for future 
involvement in the Pilgrim Trail are also being investigated. 
 

The Annual Meeting of the Trustees of the All Saints’ Trust 
took place on 8th March at the offices of Pagan Osborne, Cupar.  
The Trustees, who have the responsibility for all the Church 
properties and investments, are the Bishop, the Dean, the 
Rector and a member from Vestry.  Dr Robert Campbell fulfilled 
this role until his resignation from Vestry in November.  Mr 
Donald Duval is now the Vestry appointee to the Trust. 
 

Castle Wynd Garden has been looked after for a number years 
by the McGees, who did not have a garden of their own.  We 
have been extremely grateful for the care and attention they 
have given to the garden and Vestry would like to say a big 
thank you for all the work they have done. 
 

The next meeting of Vestry will take place on Monday, 8th 
April. 

Liz Sidebottom, Vestry Secretary 

 

Copy for next Newsletter please to 
Ann Loades:  

newsletter@allsaints-standrews.org.uk  
ann.loades@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 

& 
 Eileen Reynolds:  

eileen.reynolds@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 
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Thinking of others—suggested reading 
 

Anna Rowlands is the Deputy Director of the Centre for Cath-
olic Studies at the University of Durham, and has recently been 
part of a British-French delegation to the refugee camp at Cal-
ais, France. The report of the visit, which yields a vivid and 
moving account of how people are surviving with great digni-
ty in extremely trying conditions, can be found on the internet 
as 'Fierce and Fragile Life: Report from the Calais 'Jungle' :- 

http://www.abc.net.au/religion/
articles/2016/03/14/4424450.htm 

 
“The purpose of our visit was to enable a joint, cross-party British-French 
delegation of parliamentarians to meet residents of "the Jungle" and hear 
their stories. The visit had been organised by the French and British Cath-
olic Caritas agencies, Secours Catholique and Caritas Social Action Net-
work. Secours Catholique operates from a small prefab building in the 
heart of the camp, where food, pastoral support and advice is offered to 
residents. They had chosen two individuals to share their stories with the 
group: a young Iraqi Kurd with British residency rights, living with his 
Iraqi wife and two small children, aged 5 and 7, in a caravan in the Jungle; 
and an Afghan English teacher, a single mother living in the camp with 
four children under 15.” 

-oOo- 
Also of interest: 

A report entitled 'Churches’ plea for humanity to refugees' in-
cludes the information that the House of Lords voted to accept 
3000 unaccompanied child refugees into the UK from Eu-
rope, in an amendment to the Immigration Bill, on page 9 of 
The Church Times, 24 March 2016. 
 

-oOo- 
 
The London Review of Books for 31 March 2016 has a half page 
(p.10) entitled 'Short Cuts'  by Frances W ebber, a for-
mer barrister and vice-chair of the Institute of Race Relations. 
 

-oOo- 
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CONTACTS 
All Saints’ Scottish Episcopal Church, St Andrews. 

 
In my capacity as Newsletter Editor I have been working away at developing 
our network of contacts with the invaluable aid of Eileen Reynolds 
who masterminds the production of the Newsletter. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: the Contacts list is strictly for  
All Saints’ communications only. 

 
We should be very grateful if you would please respond to the questions 
below if it is appropriate for you to do so, then tear out this page and 
return it to  
 
Ann Loades, Newsletter Editor, All Saints’ Scottish Episcopal Church,  

39 North Street, St Andrews, KY16  9AQ 
 
Please circle/complete as appropriate:- 
1. Are you content to remain one of our listed Contacts?       YES/NO 
                   
If YES, you have an addressed label either on the front of your  Newsletter 
or on the envelope in which it was delivered to you. Please emend the 
address if necessary:  
 
.............................................................................................................. 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
2. Would you still like to receive our Newsletter- our normal 

way of keeping in touch with people?                    YES/NO                  
If YES, would you like to have it delivered to you by e-mail (to help 
reduce postage costs)                                                                YES/NO                   
If YES, please provide your email address:  

 
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. Do you know of anyone who may once have been in touch 
with All Saints’ and who might be interested in being in contact 
once again? 
 
If so, please ask them if they would be happy for you to provide us 
with their contact details, then add them below.  
 
.............................................................................................................. 
 
.............................................................................................................. 
 

With many thanks,    Ann Loades, Newsletter Editor 
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All Saints’ Directory   
January 2016 

(Additions and amendments welcome!) 
 

Who’s Who? 
 

 

Contact Details 

Rector: 
    The Revd Dr  
    Alasdair Coles                          

01334 473193 
rector@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 
 

Unless in a dire emergency, please note that  
the Rector is NOT available on Tuesdays. 

Vestry Secretary: 
    Mrs Liz Sidebottom   
 

 
01334 477822 
vestrysecretary@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 

Admin Assistant: 
    Euan Grant 
    Monday, Tuesday  
    & Friday mornings 

 
01334 473193 
admin@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 
 

Clergy team:  
Honorary Assistant Clergy:  

    The Revd Professor David Brown  
    The Revd Canon David Day                      
    The Revd Esau McCaulley  
    The Revd Canon Dr Ian Michael  
    The Revd Gareth Saunders    

Lectionary Readings and Intercessions: 

    Jim Easton    01334 652887 
jim.easton@allsaints-standrews.org.uk   

 

Newsletter, Contacts List  & Directory:   

 Ann Loades  01382 550063  
newsletter@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 

 Eileen Reynolds   01333 320959 
eileen.reynolds@allsaints-standrews.org.uk  

 
Website Manager:   

 Gareth Saunders  website@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 
 



All Saints’ Newsletter Easter 2016                         13 

 

Sacristans:   

     Effie Keracher 
     Pat Keracher  
     (key-holder)  
     Moira Lynas 
     Martha Matheson 
     Lorna Walker  

 
01334 476741 

Sacristy Inventory & Records: 
     Fiona Seenan 
 Marlene Lloyd Evans  

Servers:  

 Euan Grant 
 Luke McCaulley 
     Davy Morrison 
     Andy Seenan  
     Naomi Tyrie  
     Edwin Wilton-Morgan 
 Toby Wolfe 

 
 
 
01334 479941  

Director of Music:   

 Andrew Macintosh MA, M.Phil., LRSM, ARCO 

 01382 668911   

   music@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 
   andrew.macintosh@allsaints-standrews.org.uk    

 

Flowers, Easter Garden and Christmas Crib:   

 Barbara Graham  01333 330574 

 Janette Smith  01334 477385 

 Jane Winn 01334 474772 

 

  

  

AGAPE:  

 Janet & Tony Gray                                      01334 473267 
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Garden and Memorial Garden:   

 Joan Day 
 Fiona Seenan 

01334 476991 
01334 479941 

 Avril Landay 01334 477115 
sisteravril05@yahoo.co.uk 

Hospitality and Fundraising:   

 Berenice Smith  01382 542935 

 Pat Hutchinson  01382 553884 
pat.hutchinson@allsaints-standrews.org.uk  

Green Room Library: 

Produce Stall:   

 Janet Reid  01334 479092   

Security and Access to Church and Halls:  

 Andy Young   07851 055724 – texts only 

 Non-emergency  
 messages: 

andy.young@allsaints-standrews.org.uk   

Wednesday Club:  

 Mrs E Susan Baxter   01334 474995  

  

 
Euan Grant is our  new  

Part-time Administrative Assistant. 
Euan is responsible for all Hall Bookings.  

Rectory Office: 01334 473193 
admin@allsaints-standrews.org.uk and  

 halls@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 
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VESTRY 
 

Mrs Jennifer Wylie Rector’s Warden and Property 
01334 840600 
jw.wellrose@btinternet.com 
 

Mr Jim Easton People’s Warden and Property 
01334 652887   
jim.easton@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 
 

Prof Ann Loades Lay Representative and PVG 
01382 550063  
ann.loades@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 
 

Mr Trevor Sidebottom Ordinary Elected Member and Treasurer 
01334 477822 
trevor.sidebottom@allsaints-standrews.org.uk    

Mrs Berenice Smith  Ordinary Elected Member 
01382 542935 
berenice.smith@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 
 

Mrs Pat Hutchinson Ordinary Elected Member 
01382 553884                               
pat.hutchinson@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 
 

Mrs Marlene Lloyd Evans Ordinary Elected Member 
01334 470914 
marlene.lloydevans@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 
 

Mrs Fiona Seenan Ordinary Elected Member 
01334 479941  
fiona.seenan@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 
 

Mr Donald Duval Ordinary Elected Member 
01334 850033  
donald.duval@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 
 

Mrs Liz Sidebottom Vestry Secretary 
01334 477822 
vestrysecretary@allsaints-standrews.org.uk
            

The Reverend Dr Alasdair Coles   Chairman 
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Scotland’s Gardens  
(Charity no. SC011337) 

                         

Gardens Open for Charity 
 

Proceeds to All Saints’ Scottish Episcopal Church, St Andrews,  
& SG Beneficiaries 

____________________________________________________ 

Sunday 24 April 
2.00pm—5.00pm 

 

46 South Street 
St Andrews KY16 9JT 

 

Teas 
Plant Stall 

 
Admission: £5.00 

 

 
____________________________________________________ 

 

www.scotlandsgardens.org 


