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Easter Services 
 

Palm Sunday 9 April 
0730  Morning Prayer 
0800  Said Mass with Homily 
1000 Sung Mass with Procession 
 of Palms & St Matthew’s Passion 
1800 Evening Prayer 
 

 Monday of Holy Week 
 0730  Morning Prayer 
 0800  Said Mass with Homily 
 1730 Evening Prayer 
 

 Tuesday of Holy Week 
 0900  Morning Prayer 
 1730 Evening Prayer 
 1800  Said Mass with Homily 
 

 Wednesday of Holy Week 
 0900  Morning Prayer 
 0930 Said Mass with Homily 
 1730 Evening Prayer 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Maundy Thursday 13 April 
0900  Morning Prayer 
1700 Evening Prayer 
1800  Sung Liturgy of Maundy Thursday 
2000 Watch of Gethsemane  
 at Altar of Repose, 
 which continues 
 throughout the night  
 

Good Friday 14 April 
0900  Morning Prayer 
0930 Stations of the Cross 
1800 Sung Liturgy of the Passion 
 

Easter Eve 15 April 
0900  Morning Prayer 
1730 Evening Prayer 
2000 Great Vigil & First Mass of 
 Easter with Homily 
 

Easter Day 16 April 
0730  Morning Prayer 
0800  Said Mass with Homily 
1000 Sung Mass with Address 
1600 Solemn Evensong with Ben-

ediction 
 

 Easter Monday 
 1100  Morning Prayer 
 1730 Evening Prayer 
 1800  Said Mass 
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Diocesan and General Synods: Choppy Waters? 
 

The annual Diocesan Synod took place on Saturday 11 March and included 
voting on the proposed revision to Canon 31: of the Solemnisation of 
Holy Matrimony. 
 

The people of All Saints’ were asked to indicate on the Sunday previous 
to Synod how they viewed the issue, not according to personal views but 
principally for the good of the future ministry and mission of All Saints’. A 
small number of people chose not to vote but, of those who did, thirty 
voted in favour of removing gender-specific language in order to allow 
same-sex marriage in the Scottish Episcopal Church, and forty voted 
against such a change. 57% voting against such a change is still fairly 
evenly divided and, to my mind, indicates that it is a potentially divisive 
issue for a significant proportion of the congregation at All Saints’. 
 

At Synod itself, the voting was split into the three Houses of Bishops, 
Clergy and Laity. With Bishop David voting for the change, seventeen 
clergy agreed, six voted against and one abstained. Among the Laity, 
twenty-nine voted for the change and sixteen against. Since the motion 
required only a simple majority at Diocesan Synod, it was easily carried. 
By contrast, at the forthcoming General Synod, a two-thirds majority will 
be required in every House for the motion to pass. Uncertainty remains 
over whether the House of Laity will pass the motion by a sufficient proportion. 
 

Representing All Saints’ at the Diocesan Synod was the responsibility of 
myself, as Rector, and Ann Loades, as Lay Representative. There was an 
opportunity to discuss the matter in facilitated groups before voting 
based on ‘the fact that there are differing understandings of the nature 
of marriage in this Church’. Some passionately held views were expressed 
and appeals to conscience made. One might reflect that conscience, although an 
essential authority for our decision-making as Christians, must be well-
informed and its views expressed in a non-manipulative way. 
 

We have yet to see whether mutual respect for differing understandings 
of marriage (or of more fundamental issues of Christian belief and human 
nature) will be sustainable in the Scottish Episcopal Church, so there is 
much for which to pray. 
 

Sadly the present situation in the Church of England provides something 
of a cautionary tale.  Prior to the consecration of women to the episcopacy, 
commitments by all parties were made to foster the mutual flourishing 
of those with differing understandings of ministry and faith. Even allowing for  
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media hyperbole, those agreements seem to have seriously stalled as 
the appointment of the first traditionalist diocesan bishop proved too 
great a challenge for some significant voices from the progressive wing. 
‘Gracious restraint’ has been breached. We need to do better than this! 
 

For our reflections and conversations that may take place in the coming 
months, I would appeal to people with different views to continue to 
express them in a courteous and kind manner: not misrepresenting op-
posing views as being based on fear, ignorance, or selfishness; not cajol-
ing or bullying people into views that are not their own; not citing only 
the least convincing arguments of those with whom we disagree; and 
not assuming that views we do not understand are incoherent. 
 

The Archbishop of York has commended ‘disagreeing Christianly’.  
That seems an important commitment for all to make and keep. 

Fr Alasdair 

Sacristy News             All Saints’ has a collection of plate and vestments 
that are used in our liturgical worship each day and week. Many of 
these items were a part of the gift of Annie Younger to the church during 
that period of very generous endowment. Other items have been donated 
over the years, often in memory of loved ones, or purchased by Vestry 
on behalf of the congregation. 
 

These items are ultimately in the care of Vestry, as Charity Trustees of 
All Saints’, but their every-day care is delegated to the Sacristy team. 
Currently the team is comprised of Pat Keracher, Lorna Walker, Moira 
Lynas, Martha Matheson, Marlene Lloyd-Evans and Fiona Seenan. I am 
enormously grateful for the care taken by the team - literally every day 
- in providing clean linen, preparing the vessels and vestments for Mass, 
storing valuable things safely, and keeping an eye on supplies. The Sacristans 
know that they are dealing with treasured memories of people and 
their faith, and with the treasured memorial that unites all time and 
space as we celebrate the Eucharist, in which Christ comes among us in 
bread and wine to make God’s love present and real. 
 

After many years, and after a period of indifferent mobility, Effie Keracher 
has recently decided that it is time to retire from Sacristy duties. I would 
like to express my deep gratitude, and that of the assistant clergy, for her 
contribution to keeping the Sacristy running smoothly for so long, encouraging 
new members of the team and passing on the expertise required as a 
Sacristan. Effie—we all wish you well for the future and will remember 
you at the altar with love and regularity.                                     Fr Alasdair 
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THE MOST REVD DAVID CHILLINGWORTH 

Bishop of St Andrews, Dunkeld and Dunblane  
Primus of the Scottish Episcopal Church 

 
  8 February 2017 

Dear Friends, 
I am writing to let you know that an announcement will be made later today 
that I shall retire from ministry at the end of July. I shall be working normally 
until the end of June. 
 

The moment comes when it is clear that you have made your contribution and 
that it is time to make way for new leadership with fresh vision and energy. I 
know that I have reached that point. It is time for me to explore what life without 
the demands of office may bring. 

I look back with thankfulness on two very different periods of ministry. In 
Northern Ireland, I felt called to a ministry of healing and reconciliation. My 
remarkable parishioners and I lived that vision in very difficult times. As the 
violent period of the conflict came to an end, I found myself called - completely 
unexpectedly - to a very different ministry in Scotland. The Scottish Episcopal 
Church seemed to be ready to explore a new kind of future - a more missional 
future for a more confident church in the developing story of Scotland. My 
vocation became a calling to leadership. 

As a bishop in a small church, I have been able to live close to the daily realities of 
congregational life and the faithfulness of our people. As a community of cler-
gy and people, we have shaped several versions of the Casting the Net initiative. I 
have also been able to share in the work of shaping the future direction of our 
church. I look back on the development of the Whole Church Mission and 
Ministry Policy and the revision of our training for ministry through the new 
Scottish Episcopal Institute. It has been an immense privilege to represent the 
Scottish Episcopal Church in many different contexts both in Scotland and 
internationally. 

The interwoven ministries of bishop and Primus are set within the collegiality 
which is one of the charisms of the Scottish Episcopal Church. I am grateful to 
all with whom I have shared ministry in the diocese, the College of Bishops, 
the synodical bodies and the staff team at the GSO. I leave in the diocese what 
has in recent times become a team of clergy of remarkable capacity and  
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commitment. My greatest encouragement is to see the future ministry and 
leadership of our church emerging in an increasing flow of ordinands, some of 
them younger, who will receive training of high quality to prepare them for the 
future. 

My time in ministry in both Ireland and Scotland has been absorbing. Often 
there have been great demands on my family. Alison has been a constant presence, 
support and guide. I know that our congregations have valued her presence with 
me every Sunday. Ministry of this kind would not have been possible without 
her. 

Scotland has been very kind to us - welcoming, affirming and trusting. It has 
become our home and we shall live in retirement near Edinburgh within easy 
reach of our three children and our four grandchildren. I'm looking forward to 
having time for the simple things. 

We shall mark the end of my ministry as bishop and Primus with a Eucharist in 
our Cathedral on Sunday, 25th June, at 6 pm. All are welcome. That service will 
also mark the 40th anniversary of my Ordination to the Priesthood. In writing to 
you, I want to express my deep thanks to you all for your friendship, kindness 
and support. We have of course shared challenges and difficulty. But there have 
been many wonderful moments. Through it all, God's purpose is fulfilled. 

As the process for the election of my successor begins - and as God's unfolding 
future for our church is revealed - I shall continue to hold this church in my 
prayers. 
 
In Christ 

 

The Most Revd David Chillingworth 

Bishop of St Andrews, Dunkeld and Dunblane 

Primus of the Scottish Episcopal Church  
Registered Scottish Charity SCOI 7654 

 

Diocesan Office, 28A Balhousie Street, Perth, PHI 5HJ 

Tel: +44 (0) 1738 580426  

Email: bishop@standrews.anglican.org  
www.standrews.anglican.org; www.bishopdavid.net 
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In the footsteps of  

Dietrich Bonhoeffer  
Fr. Ian Michael 1.2.17 

 

Very early on the morning of 3rd 
October 2016 I joined a group of 
twenty-seven pilgrims, led by 
Bishop Christopher Chessun, Bishop 
of Southwark, at Gatwick airport. 
We were heading for Berlin. 
 

Although we were not as motley a 
group as Chaucer’s Canterbury 
pilgrims, we were still diverse, 
including, for example a midwife 
who had worked for several years 
in East Africa under the auspices 
of a missionary organisation, a 
director of the Philharmonia Orchestra 
and a former officer in the Military 
Police. What we had in common 
was our finding inspiration in the 
discipleship of Dietrich Bonhoeffer. 
 

The pilgrimage began the following 
morning with a visit to the comfortable 
suburban house which was the 
home in their retirement of Dietrich’s 
parents and his own home in the 
years preceding his arrest in 1943. 
Was this the house in which Dietrich’s 
parents, listening to the BBC soon 
after the end of the war, learned 
that he was dead when they 
heard a memorial service for him 
broadcast from a church in London? 
 

Since the deaths of Dietrich's parents 
in 1948 and 1951 the house has 
belonged to the Lutheran Church. 
Although the main room on the 

top floor which was Dietrich's 
bedroom and study is furnished 
as he left it, Gottfried, the pastor 
who showed us round, made it 
clear that the house is not a museum 
but a place of encounter, including 
the encounter with ourselves. 
 

During the rest of that day and on 
the following day we visited various 
sites associated with Dietrich and 
his associates along with reminders 
of the dreadful events Berlin had 
seen between 1933 and 1945. In 
particular, we celebrated the Eucharist 
in St. Matthew’s Church, the 
church where Dietrich was ordained 
in 1931. 
 

The following day we travelled by 
train to Dresden, that beautiful 
city now almost rebuilt after lying 
in ruins for decades after its destruction 
in the devastating fire bombing by 
the Allies in February 1945. In the 
rebuilt Frauenkirche we saw the 
cross of nails sent from Coventry 
Cathedral as a sign of reconciliation.  
 

Then followed a long drive by 
coach to rural Bavaria, letting us 
go quite early on the Friday to 
nearby Flossenbürg, site of the 
hard labour camp and prison 
where Dietrich spent the last 
twelve hours of his life. Most of 
the buildings were destroyed 
soon after the liberation of the 
camp in April 1945, but a few 
buildings were kept as a lasting 
memorial and warning. The camp 
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is overlooked by blocks of flats 
built in the late 1940s to house 
returning German refugees. The 
incongruity brings home “ the banality 
of evil”. 
 

Two prison cells remain standing, 
each with bare whitewashed walls 
and one high up barred window 
giving a view only of a brick wall a 
few feet away. In the courtyard 
where executions had taken place 
Bishop Christopher, after a short 
bidding, led us in prayer through 
the words of the Good Friday collect 
and the Lord's Prayer. After that, 
silence. We were beyond words. 
 

Being reminded so forcibly of such 
dreadful events inevitably prompts 
the question, “What would I have 
done then?” But Gottfried, at the 
Bonhoeffer family home, urged us 
to ask rather, “What should I be 
doing and what am I doing now?” 
– the words which above all have 
remained with me as no others 
have done since the pilgrimage, 
challenging as they are in a way 
they were not even one year ago. 
 

Gottfried pointed out that what 
had gone wrong in the Nazi era 
came about not through a failure 
of intellect but through a widespread 
failure of thinking independently.  
 

Not everyone succumbed. Our visits 
in Berlin included one to the centre 
commemorating those many brave 
“ordinary” Germans, like the students 
of the White Rose movement who  
 

resisted Nazism at great cost, including 
the cost often of life itself. Those in 
this country in our times who so 
unthinkingly refer to “the will of 
the people” should visit that centre.  
 

There were three times during the 
pilgrimage when I felt particularly 
close to Dietrich and his spirit. The 
second was during the Eucharist in 
St. Matthew’s Church. The third 
was in the prison cells at Flossenbürg, 
either the very cell or one identical 
to it, where he was found deep in 
prayer before being led out to his 
execution. The first came in the 
family home when Gottfried, on 
Dietrich's clavichord, played and 
improvised on the last four notes 
known to have been composed by 
J.S Bach. Music often addresses 
the big questions in deeper ways 
than words can. 
 

Paradoxically the end of the pilgrimage 
came before its programmed beginning 
for we arrived in Berlin on the national 
holiday commemorating German 
unification in October 1990. It was 
a warm, sunny Autumn day. The 
atmosphere in the centre of Berlin, 
near the Brandenburg Gate, was 
relaxed and happy. Looking 
around, my fellow pilgrim, friend 
and “minder” Tony Hodgson, a 
Vicar in Lytham St. Annes said,  
 

“This is a real story of resurrection”. 
 

Even that bleak prison cell is a 
pointer to the empty tomb. 
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On  

Dietrich Bonhoeffer (DB)  

and others 
 

Born in Breslau (4 Feb.1906) DB’s 
family moved to Berlin (1912). His 
parents lost one son in WW1; a 
(Jewish) son-in-law to exile from 
Germany; and two sons and two 
sons-in-law were executed.  A student 
of theology in Tübingen and New 
York, he became Youth Secretary 
for the World Alliance of Churches, 
took a job as pastor in London, and 
in 1933 met George Bell, later 
Bishop of Chichester, who became 
a fearless critic of the saturation 
bombing of German cities in WW2, 
as well as a supporter of German 
conspirators against what had become 
the German government*.  Church 
of England clerics did not all readily 
discern the menace of Hitler and 
what he represented, in some cases 
seeing no reason ‘to doubt the sincerity 
of the pacific utterances of Herr Hitler’, 
and supposing as did many in Germany, 
that the ‘German Christian’ movement 
offered great opportunities to the 
Protestant churches in the support 
the political order gave to them. 
Sustained institutional protest by 
the Roman Catholic Church was also 
problematic, and few would opt for 
the destination of opponents: a  
concentration camp.    
 

Some Christians signed the Barmen 
Confession in May 1934, opposing 
Nazism, and DB became head of 

the short-lived Confessing Church’s 
Preachers’ Seminary (1935-1937), 
during which he completed The 
Cost of Discipleship, dedicated to 
Bell. One of DB’s most quoted 
sentences reads: ‘When Christ 
calls a man he bids him come and 
die’. After the passing of infamous 
legislation and the ‘week of broken 
glass’ in 1938 - the destruction of 
synagogues, Jewish businesses and 
the arrest of some 35,000 Jews, 
(DB noting Psalm 74.8), DB visited 
New York but returned to his 
homeland and took a job in military 
intelligence, which gave him the 
opportunity to become a courier 
for a resistance group. January 
1942 saw the Wannsee Conference 
on the implementation of the 
‘Final Solution ‘and by December 
of that year President Roosevelt 
had been presented with a thorough 
analysis of Nazi plans. What tactics 
the Allies were to employ in respect 
of these wicked plans at this stage 
of the impending destruction of so 
much of Europe was inevitably a 
huge problem.  
 

In January 1943 Maria von Wedemeyer, 
not long out of school, became 
DB’s fiancée, and on his arrest in 
April and imprisonment in the army 
prison in Berlin, despite the difference 
in their ages and life-experience, 
became crucial to maintaining his 
courage. Their exchange of letters 
(Love Letters from Cell 92) 1994 
movingly displays her grief at the death 
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first of her father and then of her 
brother, her exhaustion at the prison 
visits to DB on which he had so 
deeply come to rely, and then 
came the worst- DB first moved to 
a police prison, then moved 
around in such a way that she 
could no longer keep track of him. 
Executed at Flossenbürg on 19 
April 1945 (Germany surrendered on 
May 7) DB’s farewell to Bell was  

 

‘This is the end— 
for me the beginning of life’.  

 

The execution of DB and others like 
him may well have been triggered 
by the July 1944 bomb plot which 
has rightly been said to represent 
the agony of considering the moral 
obligation to assassinate a tyrant 
when no constitutional way of 
shifting him seems possible. With 
the impending invasion of the victorious 
Red Army, Maria was put in charge 
of a wagon with farm horses and a 
Polish driver to get far enough 
west to save the lives of the children 
and adults from the family estate. 
She was eventually to make much 
of her adult life in the USA.  In 
1996 a Berlin court ruled that DB 
was innocent of high treason, the 
charge for which he had been 
hanged. 
 

Fr Ian reminded us of the splendid 
Jane Haining who had the courage 
not to abandon the girls in her 
charge in Budapest, and there is 

material on the web about her – 
including a reference to a song we 
should know; and there is now 
much available about the magnificent 
‘White Rose’ movement of students 
in the University of Munich, 
with readily available a superb 
2005 film about one of its members: 
Sophie Scholl: The Final Days, 
drawing on the available transcripts 
of her interrogation and trial, and 
concluding in her execution by 
guillotine, to be followed within 
minutes by that of her brother and 
one of the other young conspirators 
protesting against the horrors of 
the war. Many more of the group 
were given sentences of death or 
imprisonment.  
 

DB receives much attention because 
of his publications, correspondence 
and the vivid recollections of those 
who valued him, but we should 
surely recollect such other examples, 
not least of those so much younger 
than him. We may yet need the 
inspiration of their memory.  

Ann Loades 

 
*See Andrew Chandler, George Bell, Bishop 
of Chichester: Church, State, and Resistance 

in the Age of Dictatorship,  
Eerdmans 2016. 
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“Blessed are the peacemakers, for 
they shall be called sons of God.” 
Sermon given by Dr W Hyland on 

January 29, 2017 
 

The liturgical year up until this 
point, following the Creed, has 
been attempting to make clear 
exactly who Jesus is, fully God and 
fully human, the long hoped for 
fulfilment of ancient prophecy. The 
seasons of Advent and Christmas-
tide made this joyful news quite 
clear, and the season of Epiphany 
and Theophany continued to reveal 
and confirm just who Jesus is. Likewise, 
the latter days of Lent and Holy 
Week and Easter are on the horizon, 
where the Church will lay before us 
and graphically il lustrate in 
incomparable Scriptural imagery 
what Jesus will do for us and for 
our salvation.  While it is very 
important to understand and appreciate 
what Jesus did for us, today we have the 
task of beginning once again to grasp 
and come to terms with, and reflect 
upon what Jesus, the Incarnate 
Word, had to say to us, including 
how we should behave if we want 
to follow him and imitate him and 
aspire to be his disciples.  The 
creed tells us what he did for us, 
the deeds of Christ, but Christ also 
instructs us on how to live, and 
never more so than in the famous 
Sermon on the Mount, initiated by 
his proclamation of the Beatitudes 
which we heard today.  The tradition 

of the Church urges us to pay close attention 
to every line of this sermon, for as 
St Augustine puts it:  

 

 “He who reflects soberly and 
devoutly will find in this sermon, in 
respect of all that regards the conduct 
of our daily life, the perfect manner 
of Christian living.” 
 

I today would focus on one partic-
ular verse, “Blessed are the Peace-
makers, for they shall be called 
sons of God.” 
 

I would like to briefly discuss and 
draw what I hope are helpful lessons 
from the life of someone who has 
been an important part of my own 
study and research in medieval 
history, namely Norbert of Xanten, 
who lived in the twelfth century, 
and was a great reformer of the 
clergy, founding a new religious 
order known as the Premonstratensians 
(their most famous abbey in Scotland 
being Dryburgh in the Borders, 
where Sir Walter Scott is buried), 
and later became Archbishop of 
Magdeburg in Germany. This Norbert 
came as we shall see to have a rep-
utation as the great peacemaker of 
his troubled times.  
 

Norbert was born around the year 
1080, in Xanten, near the modern 
German-Dutch border on the west 
bank of the Rhine. He was an aristocrat 
of the highest level, with close 
relationships on both side of his 
family to the German and French 
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royal houses. Around the time his 
father and brother went off to 
fight in the first crusade, Norbert, 
who seemed to have been a pleasant, 
handsome fun-loving and rather 
spoiled young man, began his own 
family-destined predictable path 
as a cleric in the German church, 
finding himself before long in the 
retinue of the Emperor. His rather 
steady but unremarkable careerist 
trajectory seems to have been disturbed 
when he accompanied the Emperor, 
when during one phase of the long 
power struggle with the  pap acy  
known  as  the  I nve stitu re  
controversy, the German ruler invaded 
Italy, took Rome by force, and imprisoned 
the elderly pope in hopes of convincing 
him to accept the emperor’s point 
of view. Norbert we know visited 
the pope in prison, and seems to 
have become disillusioned with 
the whole type of life he was living 
in the emperor’s service. When 
they returned to Germany he left 
the imperial service and refused 
promotion in the Church, and soon 
underwent a radical conversion 
and call to a serious religious life. 
He gradually divested himself of 
his wealth and began what today 
we would call vocation discernment, 
living in turn with hermits and various 
types of monks and canons, before 
deciding to become a poor, 
wandering preacher. It is a fascinating 
story, which perhaps I can tell in 
more detail at another time. While 

Norbert had many enemies who 
distrusted his radical way of life, 
he also had friends among the 
bishops, and eventually received 
papal permission for his way of life. 
He founded a group of religious 
communities centred on the new 
abbey of Premontre in France, who 
became known as “white canons” 
due to the colour of their habits. As 
the Cistercians under the leadership of 
Bernard reformed the monks, so 
Norbert, his friend, helped spark 
reform of clergy all over Europe. 
Even St Bernard, not known for 
being self-effacing, considered 
Norbert to be the finest preacher 
of the age. Eventually Norbert was 
made, to his own reluctance and 
chagrin, Archbishop of Magdeburg 
on the eastern frontier of Germany, 
where until his death he supported 
missions, church reform and tried 
to mediate in continuing struggles 
between the popes and German 
emperors that caused so much 
distress in those days.  
 

In what ways was Norbert a peace-
maker? In good medieval fashion, I 
would suggest in three, all of 
which have potential relevance in 
principle for every Christian in every 
age, regardless of the differences in 
state of life and circumstances. 
  

First of all he allowed himself to be 
guided on the road to inner peace 
by surrendering himself to God. 
Through a process of gradual and 
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painstaking discernment, 
punctuated by dramatic moments, 
he let Christ take over his life; Norbert 
gradually came to see that if he 
became poor in spirit, and let God 
lead him, his former way of life 
could be left behind and he could 
be transformed from the conventional 
into something that was genuinely 
centred on God, and because it 
was centred on God, he came to 
see that he needed to love others, 
and to bring to them the peace he 
had found within.  This inner 
peace, a purity of heart centred 
upon God and manifested in charity, 
is something the Beatitudes direct 
us toward, something we are 
called to aspire to. As St Jerome 
puts it about the verse we are considering 
this morning: 
 

“The peacemakers are called 
blessed who first make peace within 
their own heart, and then between 
their dissident brethren. For what 
does it profit you to make peace 
between others, while vice is at 
war within your own heart?” 
 

And that is just what Norbert did.  
After his conversion and years of 
prayer and recollection, at peace 
now with himself and God,   the 
focus of Norbert’s itinerant preach-
ing became peace in a second sense, 
the restoration of hope, and reconciliation 
in the villages he visited throughout 
France, Germany and the Low 
Countries. He would enter into a 

village, and in those days of feudal 
violence, he often would attempt 
to reconcile warring and broken 
families. We are told how when 
the villagers knew he was approaching, 
they would ring the church bells, 
and children would run out and 
escort him to the village. He would 
often preach and hold meetings 
with those at odds with one another, 
and after celebrating the Eucharist 
with them present, would have 
them make peace over the relics of 
the saints. More humbly but no less 
significantly, he would counsel and 
help reconcile the distressed, the 
ostracized, and those in need of 
healing for one reason or another, 
often women who had been 
marginalized and accused of demonic 
possession.  He also ministered to 
the powerful, often stricken by 
their own form of alienation and 
inner turmoil. One great example 
was the German nobleman Count 
Godfrey of Cappenburg. Godfrey had 
led a troubled life as a warlike no-
bleman, and in those tumultuous 
times had burned down the local 
cathedral. Dejected in remorse and 
alienation, he eventually joined 
Norbert, gave over his wealth, and 
found peace as a simple lay brother 
as Norbert’s dear spiritual friend 
and confidante. For all of these 
activities of Norbert, we are told 
by Norbert’s early biographer that 
while travelling through France:- 
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“the next day early in the morning 
he rose and departed for another 
village not far away in order to 
preach to the people. He was very 
devoutly received here because 
they had heard he was a bearer of 
the Word of God and a bringer of 
tranquil peace.”  

Not a bad epitaph! 
 

Thirdly. When he was made Archbishop 
of Magdeburg, essentially a prince 
archbishop and one of the most 
important advisors in the Empire, 
Norbert found himself called to be 
a peacemaker on yet another level,  
what we might call today the 
realm of international politics.  The 
intense conflicts between the popes 
and emperors continued, with all 
the distress this brought to people 
of all levels of society, and Norbert 
found himself in the often unenviable 
position of trying to keep things 
together, or at least from further 
deterioration. In this he was for the 
most part successful, but like all 
great peacemakers, it did not 
make him universally popular, and 
I think that is one of the reasons 
that despite his widely acknowledged 
sanctity and that he founded one of 
the major medieval religious orders, 
the Premonstratensians, which at their 
height before the Reformation 
numbered 600 abbeys from Ireland 
to the Holy Land, he would not 
be formally canonized until over 
four centuries after his death. 
Peacemakers, as the Sermon on the 

Mount brings home so powerfully 
and poignantly, are not always appreciated, 
however much they are always 
desperately needed. 
 

St Norbert and his followers tried 
to live out the Beatitudes, as best 
they could with God’s help. They 
knew there was much darkness in 
their own hearts and in the world 
around them, and led by a great 
and inspired teacher, they hoped 
to bring the light of Christ wherever 
they went. As one early Norbertine 
put it, they prayed, trained and 
worked that they might be lanterns 
illuminating the shadows wherever 
they went, whatever they did. Like 
their master Christ, they were 
called, as they often put it, docere 
verbo et exemplo, to teach by 
word and example, to let their 
deeds and teaching go together. 
 

I learn from St Norbert of Xanten 
that if we really want to be effective 
peacemakers on all levels, then we 
must begin in our own hearts, with 
ourselves.  Then we can turn to our 
families, and our own relationships, 
in churches, schools, the workplace, 
to reconciling the alienated, broken 
and tender souls and hearts within 
our own, every day reach.  Then, 
when and if we are called, to discern 
how to do this in a more public arena, 
perhaps for a few even on the 
scale of Norbert, perhaps for most 
of us as engaged citizens.  But we 
will not be effective in bringing 
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peace to others if we do not allow 
God to bring it to our own hearts 
first. Follow the previous beatitudes, 
if we want to know what it takes to 
be a peacemaker. Listen to the parables 
in the coming weeks, for they will 
tell us that if we really want to 
work for the kingdom of God, we 
must first recognize and accept 
and nurture it within ourselves. 
Then our efforts as true peacemakers, 
following St Norbert and countless 
others, from John the Baptist to 
our own day, will be modelled and 
centred on Christ, who as it says in 
the last words of the song of Zachary, 
sung to his newborn baby son John 
the Baptist, the canticle Benedictus 
which the church sings every single 
morning in her common prayer 
throughout the world, 
 

And thou, Child, shalt be 
called the Prophet of the 
Highest: for thou shalt go 
before the face of the Lord 
to prepare his ways; 

To give knowledge of salvation 
unto his people: for the remission 
of their sins, 

Through the tender mercy 
of our God: whereby the day
-spring from on high hath 
visited us; 

To give light to them that 
sit in darkness, and in the 
shadow of death: and to 
guide our feet into the way 
of peace.   

Amen. 

 

 It’s free!  It’s easy! 
 

Come and take advantage of this  
fund-raising opportunity! 

 

easyfundraising.org.uk 
 

Shopping online?  For jewellery, pet food, 

books, CDs , DVDs, home computer 

supplies, appliances both large and 

small, clothes,  etc ? Would YOU 

like to raise money for the Church 

at no cost to yourself?  Currently 

14 of us from All Saints’ do so. Could 

YOU help to increase this number? 

Instead of going direct to e.g. 

Amazon, John Lewis, Marks and 

Spencer or wherever, go first of all 

to the Easy Fundraising site—see 

above! 

1. Go to easyfundraising.org.uk  

2. Select All Saints Scottish Episcopal 

Church as your favourite 

charity. 

3. Go to retailer’s site—lots 

to choose from! 

4. Make your purchase. 

5. Retailer will notify you 

later of how much you 

raised. 

It’s easy and painless, and will be of 

great help with our current fund-raising 

efforts.  At the time of going to 

Press, we have raised £419.61 for 

All Saints’ in this way.      Please join 

us!                Thank you!.                                

Eileen E Reynolds 


