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As well as originating the term 
‘Trinity’, the second and third century 
Carthaginian writer, Tertullian 
(c155-c240) is famous for commenting, 
What indeed has Athens to do with 
Jerusalem? By this he questioned 
the viability of any dialogue between 
ecclesial and academic communities. 
In his work, Against the Heretics, 
he continues, making this clear: 

What concord is there between 
the Academy and the Church? 
what between heretics and 
Christians? Our instruction 
comes from "the porch of Solomon," 
who had himself taught that 
"the Lord should be sought in 
simplicity of heart”. 

 

During his life, Christianity had yet 
to be accepted within the (pagan) 
Greco-Roman Establishment, especially in 
academic institutions, whose 
scholars are conventionally 
thought to have attacked Christianity 
as a vile, rustic superstition for the 
ignorant, a confused and vicious 
sect, according to the pagan philosopher 
Porphyry. With that in mind, we 
can see what Tertullian meant. 
 

In fact, it was not that simple. 
Three phases can be discerned in 
early dialogue between Christians 
and non-Christians. Prior to AD 203 
neither Christian nor pagan 
thought formed what one Classicist  
 
 

calls a ‘closed or unified system’ 
and pagan views of Christianity 
were quite varied. Pliny the Younger 
thought we were an administrative 
nuisance, Galen found us - like the 
Jews - a flawed curiosity, while the 
philosopher Celsus was more 
extreme, viewing Christians as an 
insidious threat to imperial stability. 
Meanwhile, emerging from the 
Church were the Apologists, Christians 
who wrote persuading the pagan 
Establishment to cease its sporadic 
persecutions of Christians and trust 
their worthiness of toleration. 
 

A second phase, from about AD 
203-248 was a period of increasing 
insecurity and misery around the 
Empire, which distracted administrations 
from harrying the Church. This 
relative freedom allowed growth 
and encouraged advances in Christian 
scholarship. Coinciding with the 
active life of the gifted priest and 
theologian, Origen, Christians were 
less frequently disparaged for their 
learning, as the Church’s scholars 
had absorbed Classical philosophy, 
mathematics and science. Celsus 
had routinely asserted that Christians 
were stupid, uneducated fools, but 
Origen’s written response to him 
gives ample evidence of a defence 
from a scholar of superior 
knowledge and ability. 
 

 
 
 

From the Rector, Fr Alasdair 

Dialogue with …  
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The third period of dialogue lasted 
from 249 through to the Great 
Persecution of Emperor Diocletian, 
and began terribly with Emperor 
Decius’ attempt to exterminate he 
Church by eliminating the clergy, 
cut short only by his death at the 
battle of Abritus, in a bog in the 
Danube delta. However, further 
appalling social and economic 
conditions allowed the Church to 
expand both its numbers and influence, 
although public dialogue was only 
really to flourish with the settlement 
of Constantine in 313, legalizing 
Christian activity. 
 

If you are good with dates, you 
might have noted that Tertullian 
lived in what I have argued is the 
second phase of dialogue, during 
which Christians routinely absorbed 
much from the Academy. So is 
Tertullian somehow outside that 
trend, railing against this activity? 
Not really. 
 

Tertullian, despite his strong 
words, was strongly influenced by 
a form of Stoic philosophy much 
more popular in the East than the 
West. It was probably this 
knowledge which enabled him to 
articulate his Trinitarian reflec-
tions as he did. To me this is a 
clear example of two things. 
 

Firstly, a more general point. If I 
distance myself from an ideology, 
theory or human example which I 
find repugnant, I have not thereby 
removed its influence upon me. 
Reality is a bit more complex than 
that and often the most animated 
of protests arise where there is 
deep and ongoing influence. 
Conversely, we will - as Christians 
- often find friends in surprising 
places among atheists, like Alain 
do Botton, who harbour a love for 
the Anglican Church and its distinctive 
traditions of worship. 
 

Secondly, Tertullian is surely 
correct in asserting that, underneath 
all true knowledge, understanding 
and wisdom and the myriad 
sources from which those good 
things come, our openness to God 
in Christ is really a simple matter 
of saying ‘Yes!’ to his initiative in 
our lives. ‘Let it be to me accord-
ing to thy word’: the humility of 
Blessed Mary is perhaps the best 
accompaniment to any dialogue - 
with God in prayer, or our fellow 
human beings who we may find 
increasingly open to what we do 
as Christians. 
Fr Alasdair 
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It was wonderful to see you all last 
November when Chris, Jonah, and I 
were able to attend Mass and see 
everyone. It’s impossible to over-
state how much you all mean to 
us! 
 

Some of you may recall that All 
Saints’ sponsored me on my journey 
towards ordination with the 
Scottish Episcopal Church and that 
that journey was cut short because 
of visa issues. I’m writing to let you 
know that, at long last, the journey 
has picked up again. I am officially 
a postulant for holy orders in the 
Episcopal Diocese of Iowa, where 
my bishop is using the sponsorship 
papers from All Saints’ and the 
Bishops’ Advisory Panel as the  
beginning of my process, rather 
than making me start again from 
scratch. That means that you remain 
in a real sense my sponsoring parish. 

Because of that, I would like to ask 
if you would pray for me. Right 
now, the plan is for me to be  
ordained deacon in Summer 2018 
and to be ordained to the priest-
hood on Epiphany 2019. Your  
prayers would mean a lot to me. 
 

Fr David Day took me aside last 
November and asked why the process 
seemed to have stopped. When I 
told him a bit about it, he urged 
me to talk with my priest here in 
Iowa. So even that very practical 
push again to pursue my calling 
arose at All Saints’. I am grateful 
for Fr David’s words that day, and 
for your continuing prayers for me, 
and for Chris and Jonah too. 
 

You remain in our prayers, and we 
look forward to seeing you again in 
the future.    With love from Iowa, 
Jake Andrews 

 

Congregational News— Rob Glenny 
 

Congratulations to the Revd Rob Glenny who worshipped and was a server at 
All Saints’ between 2010-2012. He has been appointed to be Rector of 
Radley, Sunningwell and Kennington near Oxford, and his Induction and 
Institution was held on Tuesday, 1 August.  (Theologian Charles Gore was 
one of his predecessors!) Rob’s  wife, the Revd Beth Allison-Glenny, continues 
as Serving Pastor at John Bunyan Baptist Church, Cowley, Oxford, after her 
maternity leave. Their son, Theodore Edward (Theo) was born on 11 October 2016.  
 
Their address is :- 

The Vicarage,, Kennington Road, Radley, Abingdon, OX14 2 JN.  

Letter from Jake Andrews in Iowa 
to the congregation at All Saints’: 
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There are few people around competent 
to write about the interchanges 
which have to be negotiated between 
Christians and Muslims in situations 
where misunderstandings and  
misrepresentation arise only too 
easily. Those who would like some 
enlightenment may find Dr Yazid 
Said's article very helpful. Dr Said 
comes from a family with deep 
Christian roots, and as well as being 
an Anglican priest he is an expert 
both in Arabic Studies and in Christian 
theology. He has enjoyed education 
and fellowships at various 
institutions of international standing, 
and is currently a Lecturer in Islam 
in the Department of Theology,  
Philosophy and Religious Studies at 
Liverpool Hope University,  

engaged in Muslim-Christian studies 
as well as political theology and 
philosophy in Islam.     
 

The Revd Dr Yazid Said reflects on 
the significance of the visits, in 
May 2017, of Pope Francis to Egypt 
and of the Archbishop of Canterbury 
to Jordan and Israel/Palestine. 
Read Dr Said’s article  at the following 
link: 

http://

www.missiontheologyanglican.org/

article/pope-and-archbishop-in-

middle-east-religion-politics-faith/  

Ann Loades           

The Pope and the Archbishop in the Middle East: 

Religion, Politics and Faith 



All Saints’ Newsletter  August 2017  7 

 

Many thanks to everyone from All Saints’ who recently bought Kilombero rice. I 
hope you enjoyed cooking and eating it.  
 

Despite difficulties this year, Just Trading Scotland (JTS) are now confident that they 
can continue guaranteeing a fair price to the small farmers who grow the rice. 
 

JTS have now been working with the Small Farmers (60% women) who grow 
the rice in the Karonga area in Northern Malawi. Research carried out on the 
effects of the partnership by Glasgow University has shown that the farmers 
have better food security, better quality housing, and that there is a significant 
rise in the number of children remaining in school through secondary level. 
 

Many of you generously gave donations over and above the cost price. This has 
allowed JTS to sponsor 51 young people through school and college. Many of 
these youngsters are orphans who would not otherwise be able to continue 
their education. Thank you on their behalf. 
 

A final, shameless plea: please do ask if your rice stock is running low. I keep a 
box in the car, and I am always delighted to sell more. 

Kilombero Rice from Malawi 
Margaret Lawrence 

Come and take advantage of this  
fund-raising opportunity! 

 

Shopping online?  For travel, groceries, jewellery, pet food, books, CDs , DVDs, home computer 
supplies, appliances both large and small, clothes,  etc ? Would  YOU like to raise 
money for the Church at no cost to yourself?  Currently 15 of us from All Saints’ 
do so -—1 new subscriber since last Newsletter!    At the time of going to Press, 
we have raised £454.23 for All Saints’ in this way.                                              

  Could YOU help to increase this number?  

Instead of going direct to e.g. Amazon, John Lewis, Marks and Spencer or wherever, go 

first of all to the Easy Fundraising site and join at 

 https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/allsaintsstandrews 

 Go to retailer’s site—lots to choose from! 

 Make your purchase. 

 Retailer will notify you later of how much you raised. 
 

It’s easy and painless, and will be of great help with our current fund-raising efforts. 

Please join us!                Thank you!.                               Eileen E Reynolds 

 

 

EasyFundraising: still free, and  now even easier!! 
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Sermon on Transfiguration,  
given at All Saints’ Church, 
St Andrews, 6 August 2017 
 

“This is my beloved Son, hear him” 
 

Sometimes in reading Scripture, 
some of the most important conversations 
happen off stage, so to speak, and I 
for one wonder what they are saying. 
You may have your own examples 
of this, and for me, two stand out. 
For instance, how about the Disciples 
speaking with Jesus on the Road to 
Emmaus after the Resurrection? 
What exactly did Jesus say, and 
how did he say it, to make their 
hearts burn like fire within their 
breasts? In today’s great mystery, 
what were Moses and Elijah saying 
when they stood there in the presence 
of the Transfigured Christ? Like the 
3 apostles present, were they wondering 
who this Jesus was, who was so 
clearly resplendent in Glory? 
 

For he was beautiful, and glorious, 
and awful to behold, shining with 
the l ight of divinity,  and, 
significantly, was this way even 
before he had died and risen from 
the dead. And Elijah and Moses, 
the text tells us, also were beautiful 
in his reflected splendour. We 
must not be afraid of beauty; we 
must never feel guilty about gazing 
upon and resting in admirable awe 
in the presence of beauty in God’s 
good creation. For Jesus was trans-
figured, revealed to us as he truly 
was at all times, even before his 

resurrection, for those capable of 
seeing, whom he briefly allows to 
see Him thus, and also showing us 
a glimpse of our own destiny: 
 

As Saint Thomas Aquinas put it, 
 

"At his Transfiguration Christ 
showed his disciples the splendour 
of his beauty, to which he will 
shape and colour those who are 
his: 'He will reform our lowness 
configured to the body of his glory.'"  
Now there are many possible 
things this mystery teaches us. 
 

First and foremost, that Jesus 
Christ is both God and man, and is 
the beloved of the Father. Secondly, 
that there is a deep harmony 
which exists between the Old and 
the New Testaments regarding 
Christ, made clear to us by the visible 
presence of Moses and Elijah. 
 

But in this emphasis on glory and 
fulfilment of ancient promise, 
there is even a deeper mystery. 
Even before the Transfiguration 
became a feast day in the western 
church, this Gospel was read on 
the first Sunday of Lent. It follows 
in the narrative when Christ has 
set his face towards Jerusalem, and 
all that would entail, both for him 
but also for the disciples, including 
and perhaps especially Peter who 
had just ecstatically confessed his 
belief in Him, and who had also 
wanted to dissuade Jesus from going 
to Jerusalem.  
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We must remember this event is a 
stage to the Cross, as the ancient 
liturgical cycle and the words 
themselves teach us; and the Cross, 
just as it must not be separated from 
the resurrection which will follow 
it, must also not be separated from 
the Transfiguration which preceded 
it.   
 

As the text indicates, Moses and 
Elijah were also in splendour as 
they discussed this very thing, this 
approaching Passion, with Jesus. 
And it would be nice to stay on 
that mountain, basking in the glory 
of the Lord, nice for Peter, and 
nice for us, but as real as this light 
and glory of Mt Tabor was and is, it 
is not separated, for either Jesus or 
for us, by the reality of Calvary. As 
Archbishop Michael Ramsey put it, 
in the midst of a world too easily 
dominated by the shadow of Calvary, 
we must ever look for signs of 
God’s ability and power to transform 
even the ugliest of the realities of 
sin and despair into moments for a 
more powerful light to break 
though and transform all around 
us, right here and now: 
 

“Confronted with a universe more 
terrible than ever in the blindness 
and the destructiveness of its   
potentialities, men and women 
must be led to Christian faith, not 
as a panacea of progress or as an 
otherworldly solution unrelated to 
history, but as a gospel of Transfiguration.  

 

Such a gospel transcends the world 
and yet speaks directly to the immediate 
here-and-now. He who is transfigured 
is the Son of Man; and as he discloses 
on the holy mountain another 
world, he reveals that no part of 
created things, and no moment of 
created time lies outside the power 
of the Spirit, who is Lord, to 
change it from glory to glory. “ 
 

As Archbishop Ramsey continues 
to tell us in his famous book on the 
Transfiguration, the Eastern 
Church has always been much 
more comfortable with this language, 
of keeping Transfiguration always 
before us, the transforming presence 
of the light of Mt Tabor, present 
already in our lives here and now, 
perceptible for those with eyes to 
see, than in the West. But if we 
look to the earliest days of Christianity 
in Scotland, the life of St Columba, 
we find this language wonderfully 
present in several stories about 
Columba handed down by his disciples. 
One story tells us that while Columba 
presided at the Eucharist, a visiting 
saint noticed a shining ball of light 
around Columba’s head, and a column 
of light surrounding him until the 
Eucharist ended. Another story 
relates directly to the Transfiguration, 
as it focuses on opening up the 
meaning of Scripture. A fellow 
monk, who admitted he was terrified 
afterwards until Columba consoled 
him, witnessed the following: 
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“On another occasion when St Columba 
was living in Hinba, the grace of 
the Holy Spirit was poured upon 
him in incomparable abundance 
and miraculously remained over 
him for three days.  During that 
time, he remained day and night 
locked in his house, which was 
filled with heavenly light. No one 
was allowed to go near him, and 
he neither ate nor drank. But from 
the house, rays of brilliant light 
could be seen at night, escaping 
through the chinks of the doors 
and through the keyholes. He was 
also heard singing spiritual chants 
of a kind never heard before. And, 
as he afterwards admitted to a few 
people, he was able to see openly 
revealed many secrets that had 
been hidden since the world began, 
while all that was most dark and 
difficult in the sacred scriptures lay 
open, plain, and clearer than light 
in the sight of his most pure 
heart.” 
 

 We may not be granted such moments 
very often, and, like St Columba’s 
disciple, perhaps we would not 
always know what to do with them 
if we were! But we do experience 
humbler visions all the time when 
we see people around us, through 
acts of love and charity and forgiveness 
manifest purity of heart, and truly 
are transfigured into angels of 
light. When one has the grace to 
sense a strong experience of God,  
 

 

it is as though seeing something 
similar to what the disciples experienced 
during the Transfiguration: For a 
moment they experienced ahead 
of time something that will constitute 
the happiness of paradise. In general, it 
is brief experiences that God 
grants on occasions, especially in 
anticipation of harsh trials. However, 
no one lives "on Tabor" while on 
earth, and we must acknowledge 
this. But as Pope Benedict XVI recently 
wrote in a talk given on this very 
feast, we do have a sure way to 
nourish the light within us, and this 
is by learning how to listen to the 
word of God: 
 

“Human existence is a journey of 
faith and, as such, goes forward 
more in darkness than in full light, 
with moments of obscurity and 
even profound darkness. While we 
are here, our relationship with God 
develops more with listening than 
with seeing; and even contemplation 
takes place, so to speak, with 
closed eyes, thanks to the interior 
light lit in us by the word of God.” 
 

When I think back to my first memories 
of this story, I remember that it made 
me want to know much more 
about who Moses and Elijah were, 
and how what they were saying 
and doing pointed to Jesus. This 
Transfiguration story points us to 
the Scriptures, encourages us to 
ponder them again, Old Testament 
along with the actual words of Jesus.  
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I have come to feel that this feast 
among many other things that it 
represents, is also a celebration of 
the Word of God, and the act of 
pondering it, praying over it, and 
listening to what it tells us to do 
and how to be. As we are but a few 
days from Lammas, the celebration 
of the first loaf made from the harvest, 
I would like to share a lovely quotation 
from the fourth century theologian 
Ephraim the Syrian, which employs 
this harvest imagery, significantly 
as the opening of our oldest preserved 
full sermon on the Transfiguration: 
 

“The harvest comes joyfully from 
the fields, and a yield that is rich 
and pleasant from the vine; and 
from the Scriptures teaching that 
is life giving and salutary. The fields 
have but one season of harvest; 
but from the Scripture there gushes 
forth a stream of saving doctrine. 
The field when reaped lies idle, 
and at rest, and the branches when 
the vine is stripped lie withered and 
dead. The Scriptures are garnered 
each day, yet the years of its interpreters 
never come to an end; and the 
clusters of its vines, which in it are 
close to those of hope, though also 
gathered each day, are likewise 
without end. Let us therefore 
come to this field, and take our 
delight of its life-giving furrows; 
and let us reap there the wheat of 
life, that is the words of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 
 

 

If we desire enlightenment, ponder 
the Scriptures; ponder the prophets, 
ponder the law, ponder the proverbs 
and psalms, all in light of the 
teaching of Jesus Christ; do all in 
our power to be open to this light 
and illumination, and listen in serious 
delight to Jesus over and over 
again; ponder who he is, the Transfigured 
One who yet humbled himself to 
die on a cross, and who then rose 
again, and let his words sink into 
the very depths of our being, allowing 
us to be transfigured in his image 
and likeness; as an old American 
hymn that I learned in my childhood 
put it, describing Jesus: “In the 
beauty of the lilies Christ was born 
across the sea, with a glory in his 
bosom which transfigures you and 
me”. The Father’s testimony is 
meant to raise us up and strengthen 
our own infirmity of Spirit, and 
help us remember the implications 
of what it truly means to be brothers 
and sisters of Jesus, made in the 
image and likeness of God. 
 

As Leo the Great concludes his sermon 
on this great mystery, the oldest 
sermon on the Transfiguration we 
have in the Western church, he 
dwells upon the command of the 
Father, “Listen to Him”.  
 

“Without delay therefore hear Him 
whom in all things I am well 
pleased; in preaching whom I am 
made known; in whose lowliness I 
am glorified; for He is the Truth 
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and the Life, He is my power, my 
wisdom. “Hear ye Him” whom the 
mysteries of the Law foretold; 
whom the mouths of the prophets 
proclaimed. “Hear ye Him” whose 
Blood has redeemed the world; 
who has chained the demon, and 
taken from him what he held; who 
has blotted out the deeds of sin, 
the covenant of evildoing. “Hear 
ye Him” who opens the way to 
heaven, and through the humiliation 
of the Cross prepared for you a 
way to ascend to His kingdom.” 
Amen.    Dr W Hyland                                                    
 

Contributions for Newsletter please! 
 
The Editors would welcome  
YOUR contributions to the  
All Saints’ Newsletter: e.g. 
 

 News about an interesting  
summer trip 

 Puzzles 

 Articles 

 Amusing anecdotes/jokes 
etc  
 

Please submit your contributions to the 
Editors in the first instance: 
 

Ann Loades: 
newsletter@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 
 

Eileen Reynolds:  

eileen.reynolds@allsaints-standrews.org.uk  

From Aidan Strange, the Digital Communications Co-ordinator in the  
General Synod Office in Edinburgh 

 

pisky.scot – what is it? 
 

 

 

 

 
 

pisky.scot is the online magazine of the Scottish Episcopal Church. 
 

This is the place where the SEC can hold its conversations – publicly, transparently 
and with the invitation to join in. 

 

We have two categories for posts:- 
 

1. The Conversation is our blog, with contributions from across the SEC and 
beyond. This offers the opportunity to read and discuss articles, such as 
those found in Inspires magazine, our former print edition, but also news 
and views from around the Church and comment from significant bloggers 
within the Scottish Episcopal Church. 

 

2. The Video Vault is an opportunity to see life across the SEC. Here we will 
post videos offered by the Church leadership but also stories from our general 
life. Perhaps more importantly we are looking for this to be a vehicle for 
our ‘Vox Pops’ and have short content offered by you to the editor. Such 
vlog posts might be you sharing something special about your Christian 
and church life, a comment on the SEC or speaking with an Episcopal 
voice to wider society. 

 

Whether written or in vision, all we ask is that we adhere to our  
Social-Media and Digital Communication Guidelines 2017. 

Enjoy pisky.scot! 

mailto:newsletter@allsaints-st-andrews.org.uk
http://inspiresplus.scotland.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Social-Media-and-Digital-Communication-Guidelines-2017.pdf
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 Places I've visited 
From an older member of the Congregation….. 

 

 I have been in many places, but I've never been in Cahoots. 
 Apparently, you can't go alone. You have to be in Cahoots with 
 someone. 

 I've also never been in Cognito. I hear no one recognizes you 
there. 

 I have, however, been in Sane. They don't have an airport; you 
have to be driven there. I have made several trips there, thanks 
to my friends, family and work. 

 I would like to go to Conclusions, but you have to jump, and I'm 
not too much on physical activity anymore. 

 I have also been in Doubt. That is a sad place to go, and I try not 
to visit there too often.  

 I've been in Flexible, but only when it was very important to 
stand firm. 

 Sometimes I'm in Capable, and I go there more often as I'm 
getting older.  

 One of my favourite places to be is in Suspense! It really gets 
 the adrenalin flowing and pumps up the old heart! At my age I 
need all the stimuli I can get! 

 I may have been in Continent, and I don't remember what country I 
was in. It's an age thing. 

 Life is too short for negative drama & petty things. So laugh insanely, 
love truly and forgive quickly! 
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At the other end of Europe, nestling 
in the Caucasus range of mountains, 
are two small countries that can 
lay claim to being the first Christian 
nations. Armenia’s King Trdat III 
(Tiridates) accepted the new faith 
as preached by St Gregory the Illuminator 
in 301, while a Georgian king followed 
a decade later after falling in love 
with a female slave, St Nino. These 
are facts of which both nations are 
hugely proud, not least because 
they see Christianity as the means 
whereby their continued identity 
was preserved through long periods 
when they were subject to Muslim 
rule, under the two major powers 
in the region, the Ottoman Empire 
(now modern Turkey) and Persia 
(today’s Iran). The result is a 
contemporary situation in which 
the overwhelming majority of both 
peoples would see themselves as 
practising Christians. This summer I 
visited both countries. So here are 
some reflections on the similarities 
and differences between them.  
 

Armenians have much in common 
with Jews in that they are an enterprising 
people dispersed right across the 
world, with currently nine million 
Armenians living abroad and only 
three million at home in a territory 
roughly the size of Wales. The reason 
for its present small compass again 
parallels Jewish history, with its 
capital, Yerevan, having, like Jerusalem,  
 
 

a major memorial to a holocaust 
that also took place during the 
twentieth century, though somewhat 
earlier. After the First World War 
the Allies promised to allow Armenia 
a return to its historical borders 
but the new Turkish authorities (as 
successor to the Ottoman Empire) 
intervened quickly to claim the territory 
as its own, driving out all Armenian 
settlers either through murder or 
starvation in enforced flight. Over a 
million died at this time but consid-
erably more if earlier pogroms are 
also taken into account. Because 
Turkey continues to deny any 
responsibility for what happened, 
the border between the two nations 
remains permanently closed, as 
does the border with another Muslim 
nation, oil-rich Azerbaijan. Here, 
though, the explanation is quite 
different. Shortly after independence 
from the former Soviet Union, 
Armenia fought a war with Azerbaijan, 
in order to acquire territory 
(Naborno-Karabakh) where the 
majority of the population was still 
Armenian. Perhaps not surprisingly 
such a history has helped develop 
a siege mentality and the resultant 
decision of Armenia to ally with 
Russia as a bulwark against these 
two neighbours. Even oil has to 
come by pipeline from Russia 
(through Georgia) as the country 
has few natural resources of its own. 
 
 

The First Two Christian Nations      —      David Brown 
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However, this is not to say that 
Armenia now simply lives in Russia’s 
shadow. On the contrary, the 
country has successfully forged its 
own very distinctive identity. 
Thanks largely to investment from 
Armenians living abroad, the capital 
Yerevan has been transformed 
from  a small town of about a few 
thousand at the beginning of the 
twentieth century to a large 
industrial city with a population in 
excess of a million people. 
Although it boasts an impressive 
new cathedral, the headquarters 
of the church remain a few miles 
distant at Echmiadzin, now a popular 
place of pilgrimage for city dwellers.  
 

Disconcertingly, unlike in Georgia, 
there are no rules about dress or 
the use of cameras; so, although 
the liturgy is beautifully sung, it is 
irritating to find that this is attended 
amidst constant bustle and flash-
ing camera lights. Those used to 
the Orthodox churches of the East 
would also note some other differences. 
There is no iconostasis or wall of 
icons to prevent the congregation’s 
view of the altar area. Instead, a 
long curtain is simply drawn across 
at some of the holier parts of the 
service. That greater visibility is 
also markedly increased in all older 
churches and also in some newer 
ones by the typical western sanctuary 
with steps effectively replaced by an 
 

 

elevated stage that permits no less  
clear a view from the back of the 
building as from the front. Such 
differences are in part the result of 
enforced isolation from the rest of 
eastern Christendom during the 
many years of Muslim rule but are 
also in part due to the church’s 
own distinctive theology.   
 

In brief, there is a very strong 
emphasis on Jesus’ divinity that 
led to talk of the merging of divinity 
and humanity in Christ into a single 
nature, a position later known as 
monophysite. Recently, however, 
relations with other churches have 
improved, and Pope Francis was 
received with considerable enthusiasm 
when he visited the country in 
2016, especially when he prayed at 
Khor Virap, the site near the Turkish 
border where St Gregory had been 
imprisoned for many years in a 
black hole. Apart from a distinctive 
liturgy and theology, such isolation 
also generated distinctive forms of 
Christian art. The best known are 
the elaborately carved stone crosses 
or khachkars that are spread across 
the countryside. Most beautiful, 
however, are the richly illuminated 
manuscripts that helped preserve 
so many books from the ancient 
world that might otherwise have 
been lost. Adding to that splendour 
is the fact that, like the Georgians, 
they have their own distinctive  
 



All Saints’ Newsletter  August 2017  16 

 

alphabet of 36 letters that bears 
no relation to any of the other  
major western scripts such as 
Latin, Cyrillic or Arabic.  
 

Ironically, despite being near neighbours 
their two languages are unrelated 
and indeed Georgians have generally 
pursued a quite different path 
both politically and religiously. 
Politically, Georgia now looks 
firmly to the West and indeed is 
currently seeking to join both the 
EU and NATO. This is because since 
gaining independence the country 
has already fought two wars with 
Russia and lost a large amount of 
territory as a result (Abkhazia and 
South Ossetia). The capital, Tbilisi, 
is a very prosperous city with lots 
of new, adventurous architecture 
that contrasts markedly with some 
parts of the countryside where one 
can see mile upon mile of abandoned 
factories and semi-derelict homes. 
In an attempt to rectify the imbalance, 
parliament was recently moved to 
one of these less prosperous 
towns (Kutaisi) but the move was 
hugely unpopular with MPs and so 
the decision could well now be 
reversed. 
 

Georgia’s most famous son is 
undoubtedly Stalin (the Russian 
version of his name, ‘Steel’). His 
home town (Gori) remains proud 
of him, with an impressive museum 
dedicated to his life and work 
(excluding the nasty bits!). Initially 

on independence it did look as 
though the more dubious side of  
that inheritance from Stalin would 
continue as the country degenerated 
into Mafia-style mob rule. However 
thanks to decisive measures by one 
leader (Saakashvili ) the situation was 
saved, partly through sacking almost 
the entire police force! Even so, 
politicians continue to enjoy less 
respect than church leaders.  
 

Partly such respect has come from 
the church’s endurance under 
persecution. Although, under the 
influence of his mother who 
remained a believer until her 
death, Stalin had initially trained to 
be a priest, he ruthlessly persecuted 
his home church. Even so Svetlana, 
his daughter and most famous 
descendant, eventually became a 
Christian and the church of his 
homeland is probably better respected 
now than at any point in its history. 
Although Georgian churches are 
very similar to Orthodox churches 
elsewhere, there are some differences. 
For example, the iconostasis is 
much lower than would be the 
case in Russia, while congregational 
involvement is also more noticeable, 
including a prominent role for 
women both in choirs and as soloists. 
 

If forced to choose between the 
two countries, which would I recommend 
for a visit? It all depends on your 
interests. Armenia is certainly the 
more interesting of the two in 
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terms of its rich and distinctive 
culture. There are also plenty of  
medieval churches standing romantically 
above deep, barren gorges.  Because 
of the extremes of temperature 
between summer and winter, its 
mountains are arid in summer and 
its roads dreadful (because it is too 
expensive to repair them each 
year).  
 

On the other hand, although Georgia 
is less interesting artistically, its 
mountains are for the most part 
green, and there are plenty of rivers 
and lakes. In the winter opportunities 
for skiing abound and in the summer, 
unlike landlocked Armenia, there is 
even a fine seaside resort at Batumi 
(on the Black Sea). Towns and 
monasteries carved out of sheer 
rock add to the country’s fascination. 
It also has its own distinctive wine, 
with grape skins playing a key role. 
Even so, I would in the end opt for 
Armenia. There is a strangeness 
and otherness about the country 
and its art that I find hugely attractive, 
and of course there is also its excellent 
brandy!          David Brown                                                           
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The last Vestry meeting took place 
on 31st July and much work has 
taken place regarding the major 
refurbishment works that are 
planned.  Vestry is grateful to both 
Father Alasdair and the Fabric and 
Finance Committee for the time 
and work that has gone into making 
progress with the application to 
the Heritage Lottery Fund for a 
grant to support the roof restoration.  
Vestry is particularly grateful to 
Ian Palfrey, Treasurer, who is now 
in the process of contacting other 
grant-awarding bodies which may 
be able to help.  However, the All 
Saints’ congregation is also pulling 
together in fund-raising, and as 
this Newsletter is ‘at the printers’ 
prior to the Afternoon Cream Tea 
planned for the 26th August, we 
would like to thank in advance all 
who supported this worthwhile 
event. 
 

Some of the more observant of 
you will have noticed the fresh lick 
of paint that has been applied to 
the exterior windows and doors of 
the All Saints’ Trust properties 
along North Street.  These are 
small steps and there is still much 
to do but I am sure you will agree 
that the North Street properties 
are looking very smart.  The plans 
for refurbishment of the Tower 
Flat are also progressing well.   
 
 

We would like to say a big ‘Thank 
You’ to Victor Reynolds and Brendan 
Wolfe for the radiator pipe-
painting that has been completed 
in the Church.   
 

The Pastoral Visiting Team will 
meet shortly.  If you know of anyone, 
perhaps even yourself, who would 
appreciate a regular visit from one 
of the members of the Team to 
keep you in touch with All Saints’, 
please do let Fr Alasdair know. 
 

Vestry is supporting an initiative to 
become more sustainable in its 
purchase of goods, and a small 
presentation is planned for the 
congregation during an Agape later 
in the Autumn. 
 

Help!  Some of our Service Orders, 
lovingly printed by Fr Alasdair 
have gone missing.  The purple-
coloured Advent and Lent liturgies 
have been put somewhere “safe” 
but no one knows where!  Can you 
help?   
 

The next meeting of Vestry will 
take place on Monday, 30th Octo-
ber.  If you have any matter which 
you would like to raise with Ves-
try, please contact :- 
 
Liz Sidebottom,  
Vestry Secretary. 

Notes from the Vestry 
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Church Centenary Restoration 2020 Project 
Update from the Treasurer 

Following the Appeal launch by the presentation to the congregation on 
June 11th a great deal of progress has been made in various ways as follows:- 
 
 

 The June management accounts reflect income into the fund amounting 
to £6,007 and my thanks to those of you who have donated so far. Any donation, 
no matter how small, is most welcome as it will not be assessed for Diocesan 
Quota and it demonstrates our own commitment to the many funders we 
are applying to for support. Forms are available in Church and Gift Aid can 
be applied. 

 In terms of fundraising activities special thanks go to those who work for 
and those who support the monthly Produce Stall. As noted in the 
management accounts this has raised £1,844 to the end of June and a 
record amount of £400 was raised this month.  By the time you read this 
the Cream Tea will probably have taken place to add to the total. 

 On August 9th we completed and submitted our key grant application to the 
Heritage Lottery Fund under the Grants for Places of Worship Scotland 
(GPWS) scheme. A three month consideration period by GPWS will now 
take place so the outcome will be known by our AGM. 

 You will see that the appeal has been formally titled “Centenary Restoration 
2020”. The lottery application (something of a monster by the way!) 
required a title and this seemed appropriate to mark the anniversary of 
All Saints’ becoming an independent congregation in 1920 and gives a 
target completion date to aim at. 

 Applications to ten charities who may provide grants are now in hand 
and the decisions will take up to three months as some boards of trustees 
meet only quarterly and so I will keep you updated as matters move along. 

 The first phase of work will be on the Tower Flat, and Vestry has formally 
approved the obtaining of tenders. Restoration of the flat will bring in a 
rental income which will be of great assistance in supporting the main 
church work which is essentially dependent upon the GPWS grant 
application and will await this outcome. 

 

I hope to produce a pictorial presentation of funds raised for the notice-
board once I have completed the grant applications and will then update 
this monthly to keep you informed and future newsletters will contain 
more details.       Ian Palfrey 
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Rector:  

    The Revd Dr  
    Alasdair Coles                          

01334 473193 
rector@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 

Unless in a dire emergency, please note that 
 the Rector is NOT available on Tuesdays 

Vestry Secretary: 
    Mrs Liz Sidebottom   

01334 477822 
vestrysecretary@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 

Admin Assistant: 
      Sarah Moerman 
  

01334 473193 
07498 350223 
admin@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 

Clergy team:  
Honorary Assistant Clergy:  

 

The Revd Malcolm Aldcroft  
The Revd Professor David Brown  
The Revd Canon David Day  
The Revd Anne Haslehurst           
The Revd Canon Dr Ian Michael  
The Revd Gareth Saunders    

Director of Music:  
    Andrew Macintosh MA, M.Phil., LRSM, ARCO       01382 668911   
   music@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 
   andrew.macintosh@allsaints-standrews.org.uk  

Lectionary  Readings & 
Intercessions: 
    Jim Easton  

 
01334 652887 
jim.easton@allsaints-standrews.org.uk   

Newsletter, Contacts List  & Directory:   
    Ann Loades  
 and 

 
01382 550063  
newsletter@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 

    Eileen Reynolds   01333 320959 
eileen.reynolds@allsaints-standrews.org.uk  

Website Manager: 
    Gareth Saunders    

 
website@allsaints-standrews.org.uk 
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